Al Qadissieh takes the title! 


Window 


Jordan 


The 


By John Fenn 
Star Staff Writer 

IF YOU fainted on seeing the above headline then I 
apologize, because all l wanted was to attract your 
attention to this article; on Jordan's love affair with 
football, and die apparent lack of success on the 

international scene. 

The passion for the “world's favorite game" is 
beyond doubt—a walk around Sports City on the 
weekend will verify this fact- You will see hun¬ 
dreds of people playing the game, and every 
square-inch available is utilized. 

This manifests itself in the average Jordanian 
football fan's knowledge of the game, especially on 


the European Leagues, which is helped by the 
excellent coverage in the press and on television. 
Familiarity with foreign football players is also 
high. Whenever 1 am about town. I am often 
greeted with inquisitive remarks like Bartez? Le 
Boeuf? or Ronaldo? Much to ray regret, they arc 
not talking about my football prowess, bur rather 
the one factor we all have in common—the ‘folti- 
cly-challenged’ appearance. 

The question I would Like to ask is why hasn't 
the popularity for the game of football in the King¬ 
dom, transferred itself to success on the pitch for 
the national team? After all, in football terms, size 
really doesn't matter. Take a look at Scotland for 


instance; a nation of Eve million people has seen 
its national team qualify for four of the last five 
World Cup tournaments. In this year's World Cup, 
do you remember which team finished in third 
place? Thai's right, the mighty nation of Croatia.- 
I believe that the main problem facing Jordanian 
football showed itself during last weeks well pub¬ 
lished dispute with the Jordan Premier League; 
namely to much power resting with big clubs. The 
mayhem following the 25 October match between 
Al Faisali and Al Qadissieh was “pythonesque" in 
its absurdity. 

Continued on page 3 
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Hamas subdued 
for the moment 


By Ibtisam Awadat 

Sear Staff Writer 
THE UNREST in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip is widely 
expected to continue following 
the signature of the Wye Plan- 
ration accord. Yasser Arafat. 
President of the Palestine 
National Authority <PNA), vis¬ 
ited Ram all ah only one day 
after he gave orders to launch a 
major offensive against the 
Islamic resistance movement. 
Hamas. 

i By the second day of the 
campaign, over 100 Hamas 
members were arrested in Gaza 
(including the four main lead¬ 
ers of the organization >, and 
abuse was widely reported by 
news agencies. 

In addition, the spiritual 
leader of Hamas. Ahmad Yas¬ 
sin, was placed under house 
arrest in Gaza, and had his 
house searched by the PNA 
police. Yassin, who established 
the military arm of the Muslim 
Brotherhood movement in Pal¬ 
estine was arrested in 1989 and 


Audit bureau 
finds many 
irregularities 
in public 
sector 

Star Staff Writer 
THE 1997 Audit Bureau 
report of violations and 
abuses in the government 
sector was handed over to 
the Speaker of the Lower 
House. Saad Hayel Sroor. 

According to the Con¬ 
stitution. the Bureau’s job 
is to highlight ar the begin¬ 
ning of each ordinary ses¬ 
sion or under the request 
of Parliament, any viola¬ 
tions in governmental 
institutions. The 1997 
report uncovered many 
cases of embezzlement 
and misuse amongst the 
state apparatus. First of 
all. the financial dues of 
the ministries, directo¬ 
rates. public institutions 
and municipal councils 
reached JD 1.1 billion. 

This figure should be paid 
immediately to the 
Treasury. 

Violations in each pub¬ 
lic institutions were listed 
separately: The report 

stated that the Ministry of 
Education hired non- 

Jordanian teachers again*.! 
the directives of the Prime 
Ministry, and funds were 
embezzled in some 

1 schools affiliated to the 
ministry. 

In the Civil Aviation 
Authority. unnecessary 
lighting units were bought 
ai an expense JD 28,297. 
In the Greater Amman 
Municipality, the report 
discovered that signatures 
of engineers were forged 
to buy spare pans. This has 
cost ihe Municipality JD 
96,000. 

Meanwhile concerning 
qualifications, the report 
stated that 60 percent of 
employees in the Ministry 
of Tourism hold only 
Tawjihi high school certif¬ 
icates. The report also said 

Continued on page 2 





Sheikh Ahmed Fassrn 


accused of inciting violence. 
He was sentenced by an Israeli 
court to life imprisonment in 
1991. 

The wheelchair-bound leader 
was released from prison in 
1997. after His Majesty King 
Hussein's personal interven¬ 
tion. following the failed Israeli 
assassination attempt on Khalid 
Mishal. Amman's politburo 
chief. 

The PNA seems determined 
to honor its accord commit¬ 
ments. at the expense of the 
Palestinian opposition forces. 

“We should remember that 
the articles of Wye River 
accord only enhance the secur¬ 
ity issue for Israel" said Salem 
Al Nahhas, general secretary at 
the Jordan People's Democratic 
Party. "The most dangerous 
article in the accord was the 
declaration to begin negotia¬ 
tions on the final stage agree¬ 
ment." Nahhas continued, “and 
that means the elimination of 
the Palestinian question." 

The PNA claims its actions 
against Hamas are just “com¬ 
bating terrorism.” but the real¬ 
ity is that it's an Israeli condi¬ 
tion from the Wye agreement 
The PNA. observers believe 
wants to crack down on Hamas 
for the sake of Israeli security. 

Meanwhile. Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
phoned Arafat and informed 
him of the decision by the 
Likud government to delay the 


implementation of the Wye 
accord for another 10 days, 
which the Palestinian President 
accepted. 

Meanwhile, His Royal High¬ 
ness Crown Prince Hassan. the 
Regent in an interview with 
Israeli Television declared that 
Hamas has no headquarters, 
arms or camps in Jordan, 
although there are some indi¬ 
viduals who are ideologically 
affiliated to the movement 

However, the Islamic news¬ 
paper At Sabecl, in the last 
issue published by the Muslim 
Brotherhood Movement 
reported that Khalid Mishal 
was prevented from leaving 
Jordan, on his way to Damas¬ 
cus to participate in a meeting 
to discuss the Wye Plantation 
accord. Al Sabeel continued to 
say thaL 'The Jordanian appa¬ 
ratus also refused the departure 
of Mohammad NazzaL a mem¬ 


ber of the Hamas' political 
bureau, who was on his way to 
participate in a political pro¬ 
gram in Qatar." 

~ The government's response 
to these accusations came 
through the Minister of Infor¬ 
mation. Nasser Judeh, who said 
that. “Mishal can travel 
wherever he wants, and what 
really happened was that he 
refused to travel as a normal 
citizen. He refused a search of 
his luggage, which is a regular 
measure, and so was conse¬ 
quently returned to Amman. " 
Judeh added that, “No one in 
Jordan is prevented from mak¬ 
ing state men is to the press, but 
what we refuse to accept is to 
be seen to be a base for state¬ 
ments which urge and incite 
violence against others." Con¬ 
cerning the news reports that 

Continued on page 2 
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An Iraqi soldier walks past a banner condemning the UN Special Commission (UNSCOAf) activities in Iraq 4 
November. UNSCOM are in charge of disarming Iraq and responsible for. scrapping of all weapons of mass 
destruction after the 1990 invasion of Kuwait by Iraq. Iraq announced last Saturday it was ceasing what tittle 
cooperation it maintained with UN weapons teams after a 5 August announcement barring aU intrusive inspec¬ 
tions, such as spot searches of suspect sites with Hide advance notice. .' Reuters 


Al Jazirah office in 
Amman closed down 


AMMAN (Star)—Director-General of 
the Press and Publication Dep't (PDD), 
Iyad Qattan, decided yes¬ 
terday (Wednesday) to 
close down the Amman 
office of the Qatari A! 

Jazirah Satellite Channel 
The PDD has also can¬ 
celled the credentials of 
all television correspon¬ 
dents—both Jordanian 
and non-Jordanian—who 
report for Al Jazirah 
from Jordan. 

Mr Qattan said that the 
decision of the PDD is in 
line with article 9 of the 
Press and Publication 
Law, which governs the 
actions of reporters from 
the foreign media. 

In this respect it was „ 
decided to close the office, Vd***an 
because its reporters per¬ 
petually abased the image of Jordan, Its 
people and their political system during 



its live satellite broadcasts. The latest 
Incident, which broke the camel’s bade 
so to speak, was daring 
Tuesday’s Al Itifaah Al 
Mua’kes program, when 
anchorman Faisal Qassem 
Invited two politicians to 
speak on the 4th anniver¬ 
sary of the Jordan-Israell 
Peace Treaty signed on 26 
October 1994. 

In the chair was Jor¬ 
dan’s former Foreign Min¬ 
ister, Kamel Abu Jaber, 
and the Syrian researcher, 
Mohammad Al Khalifab. 
Things heated up when 
Khalifah started a full ver¬ 
bal attack of abuse and 
Insults about the Kingdom 
and Uspeople- 
The anchorman would 
do nothing to stop the 
abuse. This is not the first 
time that Al Jazirah aired news criticiz¬ 
ing Jordan.B 


Palestinians wait 
anxiously for Wye 
deal implementation 


Star Staff Writer and 
; news agency dispatches 
j THE INTERIM Israeli- 
[ Palestinian peace accord has 
! reached its first pitfall ’ last 
l week. The snare was appar- 
! enr on the Israeli side when 
; Prime Minister Benjamin 
: Netanyahu declared his inten- 
. tions to postpone the weekly 
! scheduled meeting of his cab- 
, inet until Palestinians fulfill 
i their obligations regarding 
j the security plan. He said 
’ that the cabinet wouldn’t be 
convened because a ‘key ele- 
| ment’ was missing from the 
: plan, which was handed to 
■ the CIA on the scheduled 
; date of 2 November. 


Internet links up Iranians to 
a world without borders 


By John Daniszewski 

TEHRAN—Computer entrepreneur Nasser 

Saadat’s three sisters and two brothers live 

abroad, but he still manages to keep in touch. 

Even though he lives in Iran, he sometimes 

chats with his sister in Florida for 

two hours at a time. He can also 

tunc in to the same radio stations 

that she hears in the United States. 

How is mi* possible in a country 
whose testy international relations Wr 
have kept ft largely isolated? 

"Through the Internet.” DC 1 
explained Saadat. whose Ncda n\x> 
Rayaneh Institute sells Net access 
to ’about 200 Iranian companies. 

“Jt is like having my sister here. 

So where is the border?" 

It used to be that individuals dissatisfied 
with conditions at home had ;o go abroad. In 
today’s wired world. thc> can so online. 

Even in Iran, the Internet is u inning enthu¬ 
siasts. especially among young people ditcou- 


World 

REPORT 


raged by hard economic realities and hankering 
for contact * ith the outside world. 

There has been a boomlet in private Internet 
service providers—from two to about a 
_ dozen. The country's first cybercafe. 

Future Road, is opening near Teh- 
ran University. At Iran's Interna- 
liana! Trade Fair last month, stu- 
dents lined up to try 30 terminals 
• J offering free internet access. For 

£££ many, it was a long-awaited first 
chance to sample the World Wide 
|DT Web. 

The cost of computers and a fee 
of about SI00 a month to Internet 
providers tend to limit access to 
the affluent. Download speeds are 
limited by poor-quality phone lines. But com¬ 
puters are fairly common in offices, schools 
and companies. 

For tho.-e who manage to link up. the Inter¬ 
ne: is a wav to maintain ties with friends and 
relatives, troll for business and hunt foreign 


employment and study opportunities. It helps 
them surmount the political, economic and cul¬ 
tural isolation imposed on Iran by the United 
States and by Iran's often problematic relations 
with other countries. 

Saadat uses the Web's audio capabilities to 
cut the high cost of calling the United States. 

Even though the Islamic government closely 
monitors the arts and media, Iran, has no legis¬ 
lated barrier to Web access. Nevertheless, 
those promoting the Internet understand the 
need for caution. 

Saadat voluntarily “filters'' Web sites involv¬ 
ing pornography, alcohol or calling for the 
overthrow of the Islamic regime. “You can 
teach people to use it in a good way or in a bad 
way," he said of the Internet. 

"We're kind of lucky to have gotten as far as 
we have." said Siavash Shahshanani of Iran's 
Institute of Studies in Theoretical Physics and 
Mathematics, who helped obtain Iran's initial 
Internet connection in 1993. “We stayed low 
Continued on page 2 


Although Netanyahu 
- didn’t specify the missing 
information, political ana¬ 
lysts defined it as one of 
combating terrorist organiza¬ 
tions and their infrastructure. 

Netanyahu even went far 
on Tuesday by saying that 
the Palestinian Authority 
must comply with their com¬ 
mitments and arrest what 
they termed as 30 fugitives 
as part of a promised crack¬ 
down against the Islamic 
militants. 

What seems certain at the 
moment is that the.imple¬ 
mentation of the accord is 
heading towards a rocky 
deadline, since neither side 
shows trust in the other. 

Israel asked the United 
States to give her a couple of 
days more before implement¬ 
ing the US-brokered agree¬ 
ment. This request came at a 
time when the Israeli cabinet 
is still undecided on whether 
to approve or oppose the 
accord. The outcome of the 
cabinet vote, whenever it 
occurs, is also unclear. 

The Israeli cabinet passed 
a Knesset vote on the'new. 
budget with the help of the 
Arab Israeli members who 
voted in favor of .Netan¬ 
yahu’s government, surpris¬ 
ing most of the Likud Party 
members. 

Analysts say that tins step 
was helpful for both the 
Israelis and the Palestinians . 
who say that Netanyahu must 
remain in office to imple¬ 
ment the peace accord. 

The same analysts believe 
that some Jund of a deal may 
be achieved between Arab 
Israeli Knesset members and 
Netanyahu s government if 
the latter promises to fulfill 
his commitments cowards the 
Palestinian Authority. 

Observers predict that ihe ' 
Wyc deal will be approved 
by the 18-membcr Israeli 
cabinet, but just by a frac- . 


non. However, at least three 
ministers have already shown 
their disapproval of the 
accord whilst six others say 
they are still undecided. 

The scheduled 2 November 
date passed relatively quietly 
despite the previous week's 
attempt by a Hamas suicide 
bomber on an Israeli school 
bus in the Gaza Strip. One 
Israeli soldier was killed and 
two others injured. Soon 
after, the Palestinians showed 
compliance to their obliga¬ 
tions; Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat ordered to put 
the leader of the Islamic mili¬ 
tant movement Hamas Sheikh 
Ahmed Yassin under-house 
arrest. Hundreds of Hamas 
activists were also detained 
after the incident 
The response came hours 
after news mentioned that 
some individuals in the 
armed wing of Hamas threat¬ 
ened to retaliate against Pres¬ 
ident Arafat's police forces 
for what they called, “their 
betrayal of the .Palestinian 
people." 

A top Palestinian security 
official echoed President 
Arafat’s orders to cripple 
Hamas. “The interrogation 
will determine who will be 
released, who will stay in 
prison and who else will be 
arrested,” Rashid Abu Shu- 
bidc, deputy chief of Arafat’s 
preventive security force told 
reporters. 

Taycb Abdel Rahim, secre¬ 
tary general of the Palestin¬ 
ian cabinet, accused the hard- 

of supporting 
and funding Hamas militants. 

ibe threat was pan of Teh¬ 
ran's plans to sabotage the 
unplementation of the land- 
forjteace agreement,” he 

Iran’s supreme leader Aya¬ 
tollah Alt Khamenei fiercely 
attacked Arafat as, “a traitor 
and a lackey of Zionists," for 

Continued on page 2 


IthFfr’ti-l&ai 













j “ V 
- U - 


jk 

i°* 

§ 


i.-‘ 





NOVEMBER 1998 


2 THE STAR 


J 


!. ' 


( 

1 

t 

( 

S 

? 

3 

a 

I 

d 

b 

S' 

cl 

E 

Ml 

b 

8 

lc 

ei 

si 

d 

t< 

fc 

fc 

ei 

P ! 

m 

A 

le 

A 

D 

te 

st 

fe 

U 

all 

P 1 


8 

c« 

sc 

efl 

V.1 

ro 

ac 

Ui 

isL 

tal 

50 

El 

art 

on 

ex: 

Tl 

!o{ 

by 

cb 

pii 

rea 

fro 

Ed 

La 

ECt 

Ad 


Al Jrnheth bookshop 


A man’s legacy continues 


By Ibrisam Awadat 

Star Staff Writer 

WHAT HAPPENED in Jordan at the end of 
the British occupation may have s^rwd too 
good to be true for some. When the Bnbsh 
forces were leaving the count™ they had 
no option but to sell many of their belong¬ 
ings Among the items suddenly on the mar¬ 
ket were 10.000 English books. 

Sheikh Mamdouh Maaytah, a young man 
at that time, wanted to buy the library 
quickly. However, he was short on money 
so he sold a piece of his land in his home¬ 
town of Karak. The enthusiast appreciated 
books and was keen to expand his horizons. 
Armed with his books, Maaytah opened his 
first shop in Jerusalem. but T a f^° 0 rc '?l£ 
leave the holy city dunng the 1948 Arab- 
Israeli war, so he returned to Jordan, and set 
himself up in Amman. 

Today's narrow bookshop named Al 
Jaabeth," after the famous Arab writer, is a 
pioneering center in the promotion of cul¬ 
ture in Amman's downtown. 

The evacuation took place 50 years ago. 
but his sons are just as addicted to the busi¬ 
ness as their father was. "My father spoke 
French, German, Turkish and Arabic flu¬ 
ently. He used to read any book that came 
his way," says Hashem Maaytah, one at tne 
three sons who works in shirts with his two 
other brothers at the bookshop. 

“My father’s interests focused mainly on 
subjects of historical importance," Hashem 
Maaytah explains. The young man told The 
Star that a professor currently teaching at 
one of Jordan’s universities acquired his 
masters degree as a result of the help ofjus 
father. Their father had special recorded 
information on the Great Arab Revolt, 
which proved indispensable. 

The obscure location of the bookshop is 
popular with students, academics and book¬ 
worms alike, and may explain why thou- 
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Al Jaaheth bookshop, the dream of Sheikh Mamdouh Maayta 
change hands daily from 


sands of books 
this tiny shop. 

Medical references daring back to 1800. 
such as an English encyclopedia, and a 
French reference work primed in Boulaq. 


Egypt, after Napoleon introduced the print¬ 
ing presses there, are some of the valuable 
items available at the Maaytah bookshop. 

-1 sold a German encyclopedia which 
was printed nearly 300 years ago for only 


photo by Mahmoud Shawkat 

JD 25 per volume," Hashem adds. 

The owners of the bookshop complained 
of the deteriorating situation of the busi¬ 
ness, mirroring' the common economic stag¬ 
nation. "People are no longer interested m 


reading, partly because they cannot afford 
to buy the books," explains Hashem. 

■ ite prices of newboolo are nterhg 
considering the-harsh econonuc condittons 

SnJhand books that arc much jMn &&&- 
able to students." He.adds that he also 

Mens the door for people » bmrow tas 

books and when-they trtrnnjbem. he 
charges the borrower a symbolic fee. 

Sale of books has reached such a low 

l<wl that competMon between bookseDm 

is now very fierce. Owners display theff 
books at a very low price such as tout 
•.books for a dinar.' “Generally, books on 
sale are very valuable, but no one bothers to 
rake a look," said an Iraqi stodembusyrani- 
tnaging. Maaytah admits that this gera=*£ 
Slacks interest in hooks and thisxotrtd \be 
a threat, especially to rare books. I 
tbat women in general are foe least book- 
‘ friendly,’ since they consider them as mere 
hems to decorate their bouses. ■ 

Due to their passion for books. Maaytah 
and his late father have collected many 
books that were about to be thrown sway. 
“Can you imagine, one women used, foe 
pages from a unique collection of books site 
inherited from her deceased husband to 
build a poultry pen? We rescued whar we 
.. could from these books,- and actually had to 
gafoer some of foe pages foal had been 
blown onto foe street," Hashem says-in 
: astonishment. • • , 

The Maaytahs appealed to offici als a na 
interested individuals to help them protect 
this national treasure. A large number or 
books are poorly stored in foe basement at 
tfwir bookshop and in foe Maaytah bouse. It 
they are not cared for soon; drey wul soon 
become damaged beyond repmrJI 
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Internet links up Iranians 
to a world without 
borders 


Continued from page 1 
key, and before anyone knew 
it, the Internet was here." 

Advocates of the Internet 
had to overcome suspicion at 
home and from the West. 

Shahshanani told of a 
cleric known for condemning 
the Western cultural invasion 
who demanded* to see how to 
download a picture. Connec¬ 
tions were balky, so it took 
Shahshanani 15 minutes to 
capture half the image, a 
Time magazine cover. The 
impatient cleric left, con¬ 
vinced that the Iranian state 
had nothing to fear. 

Until 1995. the entire 
Internet “backbone” was con¬ 
trolled by the US govern¬ 
ment, and any link required 
approval from Washington. 
One key individual at the 
National Science Foundation 
was opposed to Iran’s partic¬ 
ipation, raising fears of espi¬ 
onage or computer sabotage. 


Others argued the benefit of 
giving Iranians access to 
unfettered information. 

Tony Rutkowski, a 
founder of the Internet Soci¬ 
ety, was on the pro side of 
that controversy. “What I 
was able to do, quietly 
behind the scenes, was to 
make the case for getting 
them connected because it 
facilitated opening up the 

country" he recalled.- 

Many Iranians are glad 
that his argument prevailed. 

At the trade fair’s Internet 
booth last month, Faradad 
Kordmahalehr an Iranian 
American from Portland, 
Oregon, USA, had no doubts 
about the Web’s potential to 
change Iran. “There are thou¬ 
sands and thousands of peo¬ 
ple here. And why are they 
here?" he asked. "Because 
they want to be connected to 
what is going on outside— 
they want to be connected 
any way they can."B 


Palestinians wait anxiously 
for Wye deal implementation 


Hamas subdued 
for the moment 


Continued from page 1 
signing last month's accord. 
Abdel Rahim told reporters 
that the Palestinian forces 
have recently frustrated many 
Iranian-backed attempts to 
assassinate President Arafat, 
and senior members of his 
government 

Hamas said later that a 
direct dialogue has resumed 
between the Islamic move¬ 
ment and the Palestinian 
Authority, an action.: that 


Israeli officials criticized and 
used as an excuse not to 
foeir commitments 
the recent peace 


meet 
towards 
accord. 

Israeli Defense Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai said later 
that the Palestinians had not 
yet complied with their 
promises, and accused them 
of withdrawing from what he 
called, "an essential obliga¬ 
tion of fighting terror and , 
arresting terrorists." 


Audit bureau finds many 
irregularities in public sector 


Continued from page 1 
that there are many employees 
who do not match foeir job- 
description in the ministry. 

Meanwhile, the investiga¬ 
tions of the Audit Bureau indi¬ 
cated that a former retired 


director of the Jebal Amman 
post office stole JD 16.800 
from the accounts of 
depositors. 

However, despite the long 
list, observers believe that the 
report will be quietly shelved, 
as was the case with reports of 
the previous three years. They 
are presently in the hands of foe 
Financial Committee of the 
Lower House, and has not been 
discussed yeL 


Palestinian officials 

responded by saying they had 
already met their obligations 
by submitting a detailed anti¬ 
terrorism scheme to the US 
intelligence officials (CIA). 

The US State Department 
agreed with the Palestinians, 
saying that it is Israel’s turn 
to meet its obligations 
towards the Palestinians, but 
officials were careful not to 
iwfr toe-hud. -We believe 
\h8t - foe Palestinians have 
done everything they are sup¬ 
posed to do for the agreement 
io be implemented," foe 
White House Press Secretary 
Joe Lockhart said. “Although 
Prime Minister Netanyahu 
has raised some concerns, we 
are examining them carefully 
and still working them out." 

In conclusion, two weeks 
have passed since the signing 
of the Wye Plantation agree¬ 
ment, and nothing yet has 
been achieved on the ground. 
Such hopes for a quick rede¬ 
ployment of the Israeli forces 
from the West Bank are still 
arousing high hopes among 
peace followers. ■ 



Continued from page X 
some Hamas supporters in 
Amman had been prevented 
from criticizing, me Wye 
accord, Judeh confirmed that, 
“The members of Hamas who 
live in the Kingdom are Jorda¬ 
nian. citizens, whose right of 
expression is guaranteed by 
foe Constitution." The Secre¬ 
tary General of the Islamic 
Action Front, Abdulalif Ara- 
biyat supported freedom of, 
"speech. "These are not mih-« 
tary leaders, just leaders of 
opinion," Arabiyat said. 

■ However, Al Nahhaa: was 

of another opinion. "The pro¬ 
cedures taken fry the Jorda¬ 
nian government against 
Hamas shows that the King¬ 
dom itself , is party to foe exe¬ 
cution of the-security accord 
at Wye Plantation," Al Nah- 
has told The Star. "The gov¬ 
ernment sees this as a chance 
to assume the role of a part¬ 
ner in the final status negotia¬ 
tions, in accordance with one 
of foe articles in Wye accord, 
which stipulated the need for 
a third partner," Nahhas 
added. . 

However, political analysts 
disagreed. with the PNA's 
heavy-handed approach in 
complying to the accord, 


whilst there has been no 
reciprocal effort .by .foe. 
Israeli's to counter Israeli ter¬ 
rorism and. .settlement 
activity. 

• “We oppose the anest of 
anyone ' involved m. "the 
Islamic or Palestinian- move¬ 
ments," said Arabiyat, “as we 
stand for national unity, and 
do not support, this Isradi- 
Araerican plan against the 
•Palestinian people " 

• In a further development, 
"on his release from house 
arrest,.'. Sheikh. ■ Yassin 
declared that Hamas would 
not carry out any, assassina¬ 
tions - on members ; of-, -the 
PNA, as his member^ stood 
for real national unity! He' 
claimed that inch an action 
-would only be playing into 
foe hands of the-enemy. 

‘These-, words are, signifi¬ 
cant, but how long will. 
Hamas put op with this-treat¬ 
ment?” commented Arabiyat. 

So the situation remains the 
same. Whilst Israel-is delay¬ 
ing foe. Implementation of foe 
accord, foe PNA are arresting 
Palestinian nationalists. The 
real Hamas response is. foe 
only -intangible sum in foe 
equation.! • 


Labor minister meets 
Ambassadors 


AMMAN (Petra.)-—Minister 
of Labor Mohammed Mahdi 
Farhan met separately on 
Tuesday the ambassadors of 
Philippines and Sri Lanka, 
and discussed labor issues 
between Jordan and their 
countries. Dr Farhan stressed 
in foe meetings that foe citi¬ 
zens of foe Philippines and 
Sri Lanka working in Jordan 
were being treated with 
respect, according to Jorda¬ 
nian laws and regulations and 
the international norms and 
conventions that govern labor 
relations between countries. 

The Minister of Labor 
stressed to the ambassadors 
that Jordan is determined to 
take a series of measures 
aimed at organizing its labor 
market, as these are sovereign 
measures that will serve foe 
interests of its market. Redun¬ 


dant labor will be fired, thus 
the. cooperation of their 
embassies and countries Was 
required. - V 
The laborers' rights will 
not be prejudiced, Dr Farhan 
stressed. The number - of 
Asian laborers registered at 
foe Ministry of Labor has 
reached 7635, but foe actual 
figure of Asian labor is a lot 
more; indicating that most of 
these laborers are illegal. Dr 
Farhan called foe govern¬ 
ments of Philippines and Sri 
Lanka to cooperate with Jor¬ 
dan to insure that all laborers 
coming to - Jordan work 
according to Jordanian laws 
and regulations. 

The two ambassadors 
pointed out that they under¬ 
stood the Jordanian measures 
to safeguard foe rights of its 
citizens and of the foreign 
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*Madame Butterfly ’ at the 
Hotel Inter-Continental 
Jordan 

THIS IS a fascinating new stage production by the Perfor¬ 
mance Exchange Theater Company, taken from the original 
Opera production and transformed into a beautiful stage play. 

This two-man show tells foe tale. of a tragic love story 
between Cho-Cho Son from Japan, and a Benjamin Franklin 
Pinkerton. From the USA. The story.takes place in Nagasaki, 
where Pinkerton first meets Butterfly, fells m love and decides 
to marry her. Pinkerton then abandons his new wifre unaware 
that foe is bearing his child. While in America, Pinkerton 
I ffl rn^rftlw chiM 

To know foe ending of this delightful play, reserve your 
ticket as soon as possible. Tickets are on sale at foe Inter¬ 
Continental Hotel, and foe performance Is scheduled for 18 
November 1998J1 


Queen Noor 
addresses 
conservationists 

PARIS (Petra)—The world 
environment and conservation 
community met in Fontaine¬ 
bleau, France, on Tuesday to 
mark foe First half-centuiy of 
foe International Conservation 

Movement, initiated in 1984 
with the establishment of foe 
World Conservation Union 
(WCU). Queen Noor, WCU 
patron—on a one-day visit to 
France—gave foe keynote 
address at foe opening cere¬ 
mony, which was attended by 
French President Jacque Chirac. 

President of Burkina Faso Mr 
Compaore, President of Mali 
Mr Konare, and President of foe 
Swiss Federation Mr Com. 

The Queen began her speech 
by relaying a message from His 
Majesty Kang Hussein, whom 
she described as the "pioneer of 
foe environmental movement in 
tiie region." She added that foe 
King is responding excellently 
. to treatment in foe United 
States, whibh has enabled her to 
join foem with confidence and 
with do worries. Queen Noor 
noted that when the WCN was 
bora 50 years ago, it was into “a 
' very different world, much of 
the globe was recovering from 
die worst conflict in human his¬ 
tory and many countries were 
still under colonial rule, suffer¬ 
ing unrestrained economic and 
environmental exploitation of 
their natural resources." 

According to the Queen, foe 
founders of WCN recognized 
“foe to mobilize the worid 
community to protect our living 
planeL They had realized that 
conservation could not be a 
mnitw for governments alone. 

To be effective on the ground it ~ 
needed foe vital partnership of 
foe non-goveznmental sector. 

Tbjs, in foe context of the worid 
at foe time, was a revolutionary 
concept" Queen Noor said that 
two WCU concepts in particular 
now form foe .heart .of.envHon- 
mental protection and economic 
development strategies in many 
countries. Firs tty, foe idea that 
people cannot be denied access 
to foe resources of foeir regions, 
as long as it is ecologically 
sound, and secondly, that con¬ 
servation and development are 
inextricably linked.” 

Jordan, according to foe 
Queen, was among the many 
countries foal benefited from 
WCU’s technical assistance in 
formulating a national environ¬ 
mental strategy in socio¬ 
economic development The 
Queen gave the examples of foe 
nature reserves of Dana and 
Wadi Run, where conservation 
efforts have been linked with 
tourism and revitalized local 
production to. increase employ¬ 
ment and income. Nature con¬ 
servation also plays a vital role 
in national security, which 
according to the Queen, is "all 
too apparent in the Middle East 
where water and arable-land- •• 
shortages, in particular, cause 
increasin gl y tense and some- • - • 
times violent confrontations 
among states, as well as within 
them- gfe 
The Queen noted that the 
-^potential seriousness of such 
conflicts over resources in the 
Middle East and globally has 
pro m pted WCU “to launch a 
global initiative on environment 
and security to begin in 1999. 

This initiative will help illumi¬ 
nate foe causes of tension and 
conflict, and identify how - - 
resource degradation leads to 
wider national disasters. It will 
also explore how jointly pro- . . 
tecting and sharing natural 
resources can promote social. 
stability, economic growth and 
peaceful coexistence." 

The Queen concluded her 
speech by. saying that “half a 
century ago, WCU’s founders 
made a pledge to prbtectjour 
earth. The problems we face .arc 
serious, but solvable—if -we act ... 
now. We can bequeath to ofo 
children’s children a worid of. - 
abundant resources, rich diver- .. . 
sity and natural beauty. We are 
gathered here tins week to . . 
rededic&te ourselves ip fulfill.. 
that dream." ■ 
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' An unconventional 
report on Jordanian 
news and views edited 
byMarwmAlAsmar 



A cwo-cay nattdaym 
Sait on Saturday 14 

November. On Mon¬ 
day 36 November, the 

Kingdom again, win 
have a holiday to cele-. 
brate Ercpbet 

MohammetTsascett- 
sion to heaven. Cow', 
emroent departmoits 
and public institutions: 
wfll dose' thordobts 
on- the-.-- occasion..- 
Under, die directives 
of His Royal Higt^ 
ness Gown" Prince 


flefaatioii of theJEng*sbirth£lay wfll 



a 

committee has bees 
formed to organize 
celebrations ; alL over 
the Kingdom. Repre¬ 
sentatives .fiord, the 
Ministries of Tourism, 

Culture, Information, 

Education »nri Tstamif 

Aflairs .will he part of thc conmnttee..AU Jordanians ate 
expected to join in tbe cd**raiimis. 

Constitutional point - ; - : v l 
Fa rijama n myand judicial seances tevesaidthat there isno 
constitutional (Xmfbct surrounding the absence of His Majesty 
King Hussein from die counfry for more than four months. 
LowerHousespeaker Saad Hayel A1 Sroor said that the issue 
is simple enough. According to foe constitntiQri; Sroor added 
that the Lower House wotild hold a session to heat the latest 
update on the health of King Hussein. Sroor said that this ses¬ 
sion is called an ordinary, or an extra-ordinary session. How- 
ever, there is stilt debate as to foeejwit date of the convening, 
of Padianient. Some say it should be beld before 14 Novem¬ 
ber, but others'say it wfllibti tdnutdiately after the three-day 
holiday, due to start on Saturday.;/ \ 

Jobs, jobs and more jobs V 

This is not exactly the case. However, earlier this week the 
Ministry of Hf^lth mdoonixd that it 1 ms 1200 vacancies in its 
hospitals and health centers throughout die Kingdom. Minis¬ 
ter of Health, Nael A1 Apounisaki he was sussed by the 
massive response his mmisiiy recaved firan-the. public. 
About 18.000 applied for the various jobs that are vacant For 
the next couple of weeks Ac Ministry will have its hands foil 
in sifting through these applications.. 

Distance fearnmg . 

Surprise, surprise. Our WWaitinnal system could be in line for . 
major changes- Becanse of the development of technology, . 
namely the Internet m this.,country, long-distance; teaming 
could be just around the comer for marry Jadanians. The 
Council of Higbcr Education is already thinking about intro¬ 
ducing the service in public universities- Ihat way, learning 
would become so much easier, and would -certainly reduce the 
pressure op'puhficeducation.' v . 

Deportation • 

Minister of A dmin istr ati ve DcvtlojHrremBassamAlOrnoosb' 
said (hat foreign workers whjohave not fixed theirpapers are 
being deponed. He added that so far 95,000 workers have 
already argahized tbeir states hi line with foe laws of 'this 
country. However, he said foereare about 50QBG0 workers in . 
the country wbo ate yet. to legalize their stay in foe Kingdom. 
He said that most .of these workers just sit idle, a dd i ng that ' 
they wfll be raid to leave the coaatryin foe react twoweeks. . 

Bade to politics! ... A . 

The Muslim Brofoefopod could bejtinring foe political fife of 
foe country drice'agimLr After boycottiiigfoe national elections 
last year, there jcoukl again be filtering, through. Overseer of : 
the Muslim' Brofoerimod- Sheikh Abdel Majeed ThuneSbat 
said foe movement win fight tbefortbeoming local elections 
that are due to “behdd next summer. This is g5od news 
indeed, for foe counhy needs a viable opposition because it 
would ronvogerate the -naticnal political scene.' The Islamic 
movement has strong local roots, and it is thought that they 
woteddo voy weflr * tbelocal dectioos. If they dofightthe 
elections, and tins is not yet a ftsegfae conclusion, this would.. 
be regaded as astewing stone for the Islamists to rejoin foe 
national political scene. \ . .i .. 

Irbld . V- • 

More foan 2650 kilograms of foodfedEs were destroyed in 
Mrid for being omofdate. So addition to this, 134 warnings 
were, issued. The numbef of violatums were 64, while 
reported health complaints were62.Health inspectors visited 
1341 ttfo h fishme nis and closed down 64 of them. -• - - 


Islamists and opposition 
figures expresstheir 
dismay on latest Wye deal 


ISLAMISTS AND opposition 
forces have been quick to-reject 
the Wye accords signed, in 
Washington over two weeks 
ago. They called on -rational 
institutions to take a united 
stand against what they call “the 
process of judaizing foe entire 
Arablimd.’ 

Their latest move was mani¬ 
fested by a national-rally orga¬ 
nized by foe Muslim Brother¬ 
hood last Sunday,, bringing 
together various-political forces. : 
During the. rally several 

speeches were ddivered. show¬ 
ing a huge resistance to any 
peaceful settlement to foe Arab- 
. Israeli conflict. 

Abdul. Majid Thumebat* foe 
Oversew of foe Muslim Broth-.. 
fcrhood, fold foe meeting that; 
the accord will undermine foe 
Palestinian resistance in foe ; 
Occupied Territories, and could 
harm its national figures as 
well 

“This pact is for sore a true 
translation of what Netanyahu 
really wants: to fight terrorism 
and achieve security for Israel," : 
Fuad Dsbbour, a well known 
opponent,. told foe meeting-' 
Dabbow ; was speaking on 
behalf of opposition parties in 
foe Kingdom. 

Partirijants have asked foe 

Overseer to caUiM a meeting of 

the Executive Commi«eft do 5. 
November to draw foe outlines 
for activating the national posi¬ 
tion based onfoe latest political 


developments following foe 
■ signing of foe agreement. • 

The committee includes sec¬ 
retary generals of foe profes¬ 
sional associations and foe polit¬ 
ical parties dong "with many 
national figures in foe country. . 

•ft :is • widely :expected that 
other conmritfefes will soon be 
formed .to oversee financial and 
legal affaire responsible for 
or ganizing . activities that wfll 
iske place in foe coming weeks. 

George Haddad told foe, 
assembly diat by. signing fois 
agr eement, “A new phase of 



RamdBoh—Prime Minister Fayez Tarawneh arrived, Saturday, in RamaOah on a short visit to the Palestinian seif rule areas 
to hold talks with Palestinian President Yasser Arafat. Jordanian -Palestinian talks, which began upon the arrival of Dr 
Taramteh and the accompanying delegation, focused on the different developments in the region, especially on the Palestin- 
umJsraeti track after the signing of the Second Stage accord that was attended by His Majesty King Hussein The two sides 
also discussed economic relations. The delegation included the Ministers of State for Development Affairs , Industry and 
Trade and Information. Photo from Reuters 


Prince Hassan tells 
Israeli television that 
peace is the only way out 



Edited hx Ihtilia! Ahmed 


Hamad Al Farhan. -membd" 
.of. the : Brothedxxjd, spake of 
-tbtJ-‘real impact of foe agree¬ 
ment. *Tt looks obvious foat foe 
main ■ objective behind tins 
-accord & to create a national 
wedge' in Palestinian society." 
'Mr Al Fahan added that foe' 
only way to turn down these 
devjKsh goals "is, "by uniting 
our stand and working together 
to save our-national identity.’* 
The Secretary General of foe 
Islamic Action- Root (IAR, 
Abdd-Latteef Aiabiyalt, called 
on- all participants to form a 
national committee to folkw-up 
rat foe suggested propos als. H e 
al» warned a ga inst any farther 
actfons to"' undermine the 
Mamie resistance in foe Pales¬ 
tinian - territories,. questioning 
why foe issues of a Palestinian 
-state and Jerusalem were riot 
mentioned io foe agteemenLB - 


AMMAN. (Petra)—His Royal 
Highness Crown- Prince Has¬ 
san, the Regent, stressed the 
need for all- parties involved in 
foe Middle East peace process 
to conclude agreements in a 
more sustainable and compre¬ 
hensive' manner. The Prince 
also called " bn putting aside 
incidents foat might be 
exploited, by anti-peace 
groups. 

.“If we want to talk about all 
foe noises opposed to not only 
the Wye accord but to peace in 
general, then 1 think, we will 
not: be only skeptical but we 
will succumb ; lo certain 
despair and foat is something I 
have never done and we have 
never done in Jordan,” Prince 
Hassan said in an answer to a 
question on . whether he is 
skeptical on. implementing foe 
Wye River agreement between 
foe Palestinians and Israel in 
an interview with Israel’s 
Channel 2 station and shown 
on. JTV, Sunday night 
Excerpts follow. 

Answering a question on the 
feeling of despair prevailing in 
foe Jordanian street despite the 
four-year peace treaty between 
Jordan ana Israel, foe Regent 
said, “I think foe feeling of 
disappointment is not a reflec¬ 
tion of rejection of peace. On 
the-contrary,. I think it is a feel¬ 
ing that some of the stared 
goals of peace have not been 
achieved. For example, I think 
there was an oven statement of 
hopes in terms of the opening 
of: trade" with Israel and the 
Palestinian territories.” 

• ;.:Tlie . Regent rioted some 
aduevements over foe past 
four years. “What is more 
important is, for example, foe 
question of water. When there 
was a commitment, we have 


been able to resolve 
this life-giving 
issue,” the Regent 
said. 

Referring to terror¬ 
ist actions and 
whether they impede 
progress towards 
peace; the Regent 
said, “What is impor¬ 
tant is not incidental 
crisis here and there. 

What is more impor¬ 
tant is to recognize 
that we have to con¬ 
tinue to break down 
foe fear of peace. 

Lashing out against 
enemies of peace 
may be an expression 
of foat fear of 
peace." 

In relation to 
Hamas in Jordan, the 
Regent said, “There 
is no Hamas head¬ 
quarters or arm strug¬ 
gle or secret camps. We would 
not tolerate or accept this and 
this is very very clear. We 
stand on the.line alongside all 
foe opponents of tenor.” 

Talking about extremism, 
the Prince pointed out foat, 
“Whether in foe Jewish world 
or the Arab world or In foe 
Islamic world, so long as there 
is no progress to peace, they 
[extremists] will continue to 
exploit this issue.” 

In reply to a question on 
whether Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu is a mm 
of peace after signing foe Wye 
River agreement, he said, “We 
have to judge Wye on its own 
merits. We have to accept that 
here is a man—who is clearly 
the Prime Minister of Israel— 
who has been decisive in 
accepting foe fact that there is 
a new dynamic today. And I 



Prince Hassan 


think that in this sense we 
have to give Wye a chance. I 
think criticizing a politician is 
an excuse to break down the 
peace process, or what is left 
of it, would be a tragic disas¬ 
ter for all concerned." 

On whether the implementa¬ 
tion of foe Wye agreement is 
something possible in the 
wake of recent terrorist 
attacks, and on bow foe peace 
treaty will be implemented 
despite continued terror, the 
Regent said, “The implemen¬ 
tation of foie Wye agreement 
has not actually started. Of 
course foe tragic loss of life is 
what spurred His Majesty to 
say ’enough death, enough 
destruction.'" 

He said it was important to 
“bear in mind that Wye is 
about implementing the 
interim phase, and Wye is not 


an end in itself and it doesn't 
claim to be. What is important 
in Wye, as Yuri Safir said foe 
other day, ’it is Oslo- 
Clinton.’" In foat sense. 
Prince Hassan added. “It is not 
Oslo A and Oslo B. It has foe 
full support of the United 
States, and let us hope that we 
will move towards foe final 
status and this interim phase 
will be foe necessary bridge.” 

As far as His Majesty's 
health is concerned, “I am 
happy to say that it is 
extremely encouraging and be 
is responding extremely well 
to his treatment of chemother¬ 
apy, with vety high morale. 
And I hope foat we can con¬ 
tinue to give him good news 
from the Middle East” 

Answering a question on the 
worldwide appreciation of the 
King’s key role at the Wye 
Plantation talks between foe 
Palestinians and Israel, the 
Regent said that, “The King 
has always urged all parties to 
live up to their responsibilities 
towards achieving peace; one 
sought by all people in foe 
region." ■ 


US religious freedom! 


Yet again the US is trying to assume the role of policeman 
of foe world after the US President signed foe “law of interna¬ 
tional religious freedom”. It was attacked by many Jordanian 
columnists. 

Niqola Nasser of Al Arab.4J Yawm wonders if the US Con¬ 
gress can issue such a piece of legislation that can be applied 
to other sovereign states. Indeed the law which was signed by 
Clinton last week gives his government the authority to do so! 

Accordingly, an ambassador was assigned to monitor relig¬ 
ious freedom in other countries, and he has authority to 
impose economic sanctions on any state that violates this free¬ 
dom. In turn, the US President has full power to discuss 
these violations with foe concerned foreign government; how¬ 
ever, be has to present foe final results to the American Con¬ 
gress, a process which Nasser says could cause embarrass¬ 
ment to foe president and foe other governments, because it 
involves a serious breach of secrecy which is supposed to gov¬ 
ern these negotiations. 

The first country to suffer from foe consequences of this 
law is Sudan, since Clinton decided to renew foe economic 
sanctions imposed on it for one more year. The reason for 
such a renewal was because, among other things. Sudan alleg¬ 
edly denied foe religious freedom of certain frictions. Nasser 
adds that foe law marks a new phase in international relations, 
because it overlooks the status of foe UN and turns to sove¬ 
reign countries as foe source of authority. Nasser says foe pur¬ 
pose of this law is to give power to foe US lo violate foe sove¬ 
reignty of foreign countries, and interfere in their affairs. He 
adds, foe US will use this law to serve its foreign policy. 

Munis Al Razaz in Al Rai on the other hand, is sure foat 
the new law was especially designed to threaten and black¬ 
mail Egypt. He says there is a western campaign to accuse 
Egypt of repressing foe Copts. This campaign reached its peak 
a few days ago when The Sunday Times published a news 
article about mistreatment of Copts by Egyptian security men. 
Copts leaders however, denied foe existence of such repres¬ 
sion, but nevertheless pointed out that some encroachments 
have taken place. Razaz says foat in any case. Copts can solve 
these problems through dialogue with foe government. The 
US law can be a double edge-sword. Al Razaz says Arab- 
IsraelU can write a huge memo to foe US about Israeli prac¬ 
tices against their religion, but nothing will be done about 
such violations, because Israel is a dear friend of foe US. 

These violations against Muslims and Christians are not 
figments of our imagination, as Arabs constantly complain 
about those practices on live radio and television. 

George Hadad in Ad Dusiour says despite the development 
the world has reached, we have not yet completely overcome 
religious repression in certain pans of the world. Even foe US 
has a certain degree of the “social disease, which includes 
religious and ethnic discriminations." Hadad says the new 
law is similar to other international laws that are legislated by 
a superpower to practice its authority and hegemony on other 
nations. Like other laws it might talk about the rights of 
women, children and freedom of expression, which gives 
them a noble and modem face, but “they are like hunters who 
are waiting for their prey.” He says these laws “try to tear 
societies apart in the name of legitimate interference in the 
internal affairs of other states." However this law will only 
impose sanctions if they do not pose a threat to US national 
interests abroad. ■ 


Annual race by FO-O 
to start on Friday 

On the occasion of His Majesty King Hussein's birthday and 
in co-operation with the Faculty of Physical Education in the 
University of Jordan the Friends of the Orphaned Children 
Organization (FO-O) presents the 1st Annual walk/mn of 
between five and 10 kilometers on Friday 13 November. The 
race will start from the Jordan University Stadium at 9 am. 
The Major Sponsor Is UNFPA. Other sponsors Include Indus¬ 
trial Development Bank, Borgan Drug Store, Coca Cola Co_ 
Rafidi Printing, Books (S'Cafe, Royal Wings, Power Hut, and 
Stallions. Winning prizes are available for every one, including 
air-plane tickets. Entry Tickets are available at the Jordan 
University, Amman Private University, Stallions, Music Box, 
Safeway. Books @Cafe, Power Hot, McDonald's, and C Town. 
Entrance fees for students will be a half a dinar, whilst adults 
will have to pay JD 2JI 


Al Qadissieh takes the title! 


C^ntijoued from page 1 
- . For those who did not read 
■The Star - Sports page last 
week (or foe reports in . foe 
.'equally reputable. daily Eng¬ 
lish newspaper’), a news 
update is necessary at this 
1 stage. Al .Faisali (who at foe 
.time were leading the league), 
Wanted off-foe. pitch daring a 
'title^decidjng match against 
lowly Al Qadissieh, after the 
match officials disallowed a 
'goal'from Al Faisali's striker, 
Jerins Tadrus, with eight min¬ 
utes of this game remaining. 
Tq quote from the ‘equally 
reputable dally English news¬ 
paper,'' “There was a subse¬ 
quent assault on the referees 
by-the AL Faisali fans and 
administrators.” Now foe fens 
outrage Ican.- understand 
(Note: but condone), but what 

where the so-called adminis - 
.tratrir tiding? Administering 
ifoe law into their own hands, I 
suppose. 

Anyhow, the long and short 
of it was that the following 
day. AT Faisali withdrew from 
the League, which prompted 
the Jordan Football Associa¬ 
tion. (JEA) to order a replay of 
tire match -against Al QacEs-~ 
sieh," which, duly prompted Al 
Wihdat to withdraw from foe 
-League as well. 

The JFA subsequently sus¬ 
pended and-fined two Al Fai¬ 
sali officials for their pan in 


foe fracas, and an employee at 
Sports City and a JTV camera¬ 
man have been surrounded by 
foe police for beating up foe 
march officials. 

In a bid to resolve the dis¬ 
puted match, a panel of five 
referees met to decide on foe 
legitimacy' of Tadros’ goal. 
The rapportear of foe Referees 
Committee, Abdul Latif Abdul 
Majid, reported foot the panel- 
failed to come up with a uni¬ 
fied stance regarding foe goal, 
because the television record¬ 
ings could not be relied upon 
(consequently, they upheld foe 
match referee’s decision). One 
wonders where this referee 
panel met (a concrete bunker 
springs to mind!), and what 
was at foe back of their minds 
when adjudicating? To com a 
well-used political phrase. I 
think 'security first’ was their 
pn» n concern. As for foe relia¬ 
bility of the TV tapes, I can 
only assume that they were 
good enough to catch foe TV 
cameraman 'administering' 
his feelings. 

The incident proves that too 
much power rests with foe big 
clubs (like Al Faisali and Al 
Wihdat). If the tables were 
turned, and it has A) Qadissieh 
who abandoned the match, 
would they have been offered 
the prospect of a re-match? In 
England,' if a team walks off 
the pitch, then they have aban¬ 
doned foe game, and foe other 


team automatically collects the 
points. End of story. 

The no-foreigner rule in Jor¬ 
dan is also detrimental lo foe 
game, as is the selection of 
teams based on tribal loyalties. 
When you limit foe number of 
players you choose from, you 
limit the strength of foe team, 
and consequently foe level of 
competition in foe Premier 
League. Players and coaches 
alike only improve when they 
are forced to play at a higher 
level. A case in point if 
Arsenal were to limit team 
selection to players from 
North London, then the unem¬ 
ployment rate in France would 
rise dramatically! Afoletico 
Bilbao operate a ‘Basque' only 
selection policy, and when was 
the last time yon saw them on 
foe victory rostrum? 

Anyhow, I’d better end 
things there, because I can see 
the Doctor wants me off the 
computer (is that a red card 1 
can see in his pocket?). 

Before 1 go though, I have a 
solution to the current Premier 
League crisis. The same five- 
referee pane! found that foe 
match referee did not actually 
end foe iU-fated Al Faisali 
game. So if any of Al Qadis¬ 
sieh players are reading this, 
get down to Sports City now— 
you still have eight minutes to 
score!! 



kindly announces that it will 
change the timings of its 
scheduled flights. These flights 
include destinations to 
Moscow* Bucharest, Prague, 

Kiev, 
and 


^' ^Zurich, 


Belgr to take off on 

i* , !*„. '! “■ y ' * ' 

thesam^day;- 


, .Forfiro^ • 

Yugoslav Airlines, at Shmeisani area on Telephone 
numbers: 5676515-5676516 - 5676517’ Fax: 5676518 
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Our Say 


Iraq: Lift the sanctions now 

THE LATEST crisis between Iraq and the United Nations should not be 
blamed on Iraq. It is true that both the United States and Britain are threaten¬ 
ing military action against Baghdad for its decision to halt all dealing with 
UNSCOM—the UN body responsible for monitoring Iraq's disarmament— 
but it is also true that the international mood has changed in a way that the 
only way out of the current deadlock lies in diplomacy and diplomacy alone. 

Much has been said about Iraq’s compliance, or non-compliance, with 
UNSCOM’s regulations. But that is no longer the issue for the international 
community. What is more important now is the integrity of the UN appointed 
body and its ability to carry "out its mandate quickly and effectively away 
from political influence and dictates of certain parties. The world community. 
is now obsessed with the heavy humanitarian price that the Iraqi people are 
paying as a result of the seven-year-old sanctions regime. The suffering of the 
Iraqi people has reached a stage where it can no longer be dealt with in isola¬ 
tion of the UNSCOM agenda. 

Iraq’s decision to halt all dealings with UNSCOM and the weapons moni¬ 
tors is not intended as a departure from its commitments to honor UN resolu¬ 
tions, but as the only way to bring to the world attention the fact that the Iraqi 
people are being subjected to one of the most inhumane forms of collective 
punishment. UNSCOM has achieved a lot during the past years and Iraq’s 
military might coupled with its ability to produce weapons of mass destruc¬ 
tion have been curtailed. 

No one is arguing against halting long-term monitoring. But the real argu¬ 
ment now is that sanctions should be lifted and Iraq must be allowed to rejoin 
the international community. Both options can work together and none should 
compromise the other. This is the message that Baghdad wants to send to the 
world. Maintain the inspections but allow the Iraqi people to live their lives 
free of the specter of the sanctions. 

Washington and London should consider this latest crisis carefully. The 
mood is not in favor of a military action and even if both wanted to take out 
few presidential palaces and other installation, the core issue remains. The 
time has come to end the sanctions and restructure UNSCOM. Long-term 
j^^bring caa .fe Tgajjijftinca Without the. heavy toll that rs mo W beittg- paitf.by 11 '' 
the Iraqi people. Hie simple truth is that we have had enough with seeing 
helpless Iraqi children die everyday. There is no moral argument to defend 
keeping the sanctions anymore. The time to lift them has corae.B 



Why did Iraq choOste to Wmi. 
boycott the UNSCOM? 


By Mohammed Sharif Jayous 

THE decision of the Iraqi leadership to halt 
its cooperation with the UN Special Com¬ 
mission (UNSCOM) on Disarmament 
came hours after the Security Council sent 
a letter to the UN Secretary General Koffi 
An an demanding a comprehensive review 
of the sanctions. However (he review was 
based oa the fact that Iraq must continue to 
cooperate with the commission. 

It is clear that the Security Council has 
turned a blind eye to die alleged violations 
by some commission members including 
its cheif Richard Butler who often 
breached die professional nature of the 
commission. Iraq's decision was taken at a 
special meeting headed by Presidem Sad¬ 
dam Hussein who again demanded a total 
lift of the eight-year sanctions. 

The Iraqi decision farther states “that the 
Iraqi leadership has decided to break off all 
cooperation with UNSCOM and its cheif 
and stopped all of its activities in Iraq, 
including the monitoring operation, as of 1 
November.” 

The decision excluded the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), and gave 
it the full permission to continue its activi¬ 
ties on condition that it works indepen¬ 
dently of the UNSCOM. 

In this respect Iraq has shown its politi¬ 
cal shrewdness and diplomatic intelligence 
as h differentiated between UNSCOM. a 
commission that has always gone beyond 
its UN mandate, and the Agency whose 
work has always been of the highest stan¬ 
dard. In the last year, scandals have beset 
UNI SCO M They began with the famous 
American Ritter’s affairs. In spite of his 
position as vice chairman of UNSCOM. 
he, and another Chilean expert spied for 
US and Israel. In this respect it may be 
argued that the Security Council is only 
seeing half of the truth by imposing the 



UN weapons inspector from the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
leave their headqua r ters in Baghdad 4 November for inspections. Iraq 
announced last Saturday it was ceasing cooperation with UN weapons teams 
after an 5 August announcement barring all intrusive inspections, such as spot 
searches of suspect sites with little advance notice. 


embargo. Iraq's latest decision was 
boosted by two inter-related factors: die 
issue of die VX nerve gas in the Presiden¬ 
tial palaces. Failure to equate the two 
together have proved the falseness of the 
accusations made by die US administration 
and the chief of the commission. 

The French and Swiss labs have assured 
that no signs or traces of the gas exist in 
these palaces. 

Despite these facts, the Security Council 
have not moved even one iota against But¬ 
ler or even sent a note to the Americans 


expressing their dismay for wanting to start 
another war in die region. 

It is clear today chat a large segment of 
the Arab and Muslim people live under 
international embargoes, and aggression. 
On other hand, Israel receives aS financial 
and mili tary support to retreat from some 
of our occupied lands, but this is made at 
huge expense, and so as to safe-guard its. 
security Iraq has taken its decision only 
after its leadetririp exercised its'pressure 
fully to stop more violations against its 
sovereignty. ■ . 


Arab American activists 
On The World Wide Web 


By Salimaa Mustafa 

JUST WHEN you thought we 
have witnessed enough political, 
social, and technological revolu¬ 
tions, it was only the beginning. 
Welcome to the world of the 
Internet Old paradigms of mass 


our TV sets and the occasional 
action alert and newsletter. The 
web is about the active quest for 
knowledge, not passive and fil¬ 
tered consumption of 
information. 

Since tbe dawn of tbe inter¬ 
net, web activists owned the 


communications'''!-' crumbledday.-The almost sooideir'tfecen^ 
before our own'eyes. Mass ‘ traHabba of grassroots activism- 


A young boy holds a portrait of Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, founder of modem Turkey , 
among the thousands ofpeople queued to visit the mausoleum of Ataturk in Ankara dur¬ 
ing the celebrations marking the 75th anniversary of the secular republic. Picture was 
taken on 29 October, 1998. 

Reuters 


media monopolies were loos¬ 
ened overnight. It was the US 
Defense Department which has 
given the world this gift of mass 
communications. 

Now any Joe or Maty with 
few bucks to spare and the 
patience to read few Web pages 
can have instant visual and 
audio contact with tens of mil¬ 
lions of net surfers. Another 
equally powerful internet inno¬ 
vation is the electronic mail. 
Farewell to stamps, envelops 
stuffing, and bulk-mail. 

However, the web is Darwin¬ 
ist by design. Even the big boys 
of mass media had to compete 
for viewers’ attention with a 
new breed of mass media out¬ 
lets. Tbe situation was not dif¬ 
ferent for the world of Arab 
Americans. The web is baptism 
by fire in full view of hundreds 
or thousands of cyber onlookers. 

Imagine this. An activist in 
Bethlehem. PA picks up the 
local paper and discovers much 
to his to her disappointment an 
inflammatory or inaccurate 
reportage worthy of a letter to 
the editor. When no correction 
is issued and no apology men¬ 
tioned, tbe activist then logs on 
and with a press of a button 
floods the web waves with calls 
for action. 

The cycle of grassroots action 
bus been shortened from days to 
hours, thanks to the affordable 
and accessible mass communi¬ 
cations medium of tbe internet. 
Even die frequency of calls for 
action has increased. This is not 
to say there has been a rise in 
defamation. Bui the web 
afforded us a vast pano rami c 
view of the real world beyond 


gave rise to a new genre of 
grassroots leaders. The tradi¬ 
tional gatekeepers of national 
media have been _ 
bypassed. Today, the 
worid of Arab Ameri- ’ 
can activism is much >••>1; 
larger than once ^ J 'j! 
thought , 

A while ago. at the 
request and of a friend, : L 
I joined an activists •‘. V-jv 
distribution list on the 
internet. Not long after, 
correspondence from : 
unfamili ar names — ■- : 
started landing in my 
inbox. After discarding J -p.-j .; 
most names, few ones -r.-ik'-r 
deserved a follow up. •: • .. ~ 

Many of their corre- • 
spondences were so f**v! 

impressive in form and ’’A 
substance I often col- j 
lccted some as memen- t 

tos and reference mate- V, 
rial. I decided rejoin as 
many of theses lists as 
possible hoping to ■' 

meet the talent at large. , . 

Was I pleasantly sur- 
prised. On the web. I : L--i 
have discovered an kT-'~ jj 
impressive orchestra of 
activists. They do it in die spirit 
of dedication and the almost 
genetic predisposition to stand 
up to injustice and falsehood. If 
this is tbe new Arab-American 
generation, I shall retire in 
peace. 

When an offensive ate • re 
Muslims was removed a few 
months ago, it was a reaction to 
worldwide condemnation. 
Emails poured in from around 
tbe globe from as far as Malay¬ 
sia, Pakistan, and. Germany. 


Call it hard-earned victory or 
overreactioo, die lessons 
learned are simple- You now 
have a friend in ifinla Lumpur. 

In the absence of gatekeepers 
on tbe web, the power of global 
networking is now possible. 
One no longer needs the annual 
conyeqticm^apd conferences* to 
link up with activists. The web 
bas revolutionized networking 
altogether. Even outside our 
community, we have discovered 


.sponsible by many Arabs and 
Jews, a massive uncoordinated 

email «wnp>ign . . laymrlvflt 

try many American and progres¬ 
sive Jewish organizations. and 
activists demanding Gingrich -. 
refrain from further irresponsi¬ 
ble actions. 

Action alerts imd, correspond , 
dei^ l fiom ; groti^* : ftjund^ 
way re the inboxes of members 
of another. All were calling for 
the Same action: Say No To 
Newt When flare-ups 
occur' in. 1 the : Occupied 
yift . Territories, ; • -. news 
- updates arrive on 'the 
web from Israeli peact 
g groups before ' national 
media . catches oa 
^ .Debates are triggered 
and all sides to theissue 


And wben it’s time to 
draft that Jailer letter to 
. turn the tide of foe bat- 

fc* : %&> ^ * crc is 00 news like 

news to reference. 
Want frw&./off die wire 
i?': AP, Reuters , WY, and 

CNN? You got it, and 
fc® 6 - charge. There is 
nothing more persuasive 
vjSSwS-; than to reference an 

S t; American news source 

when.. t corresponding 
; f j with an American offi- 

: dal. Who cares.what tbe 

li Al-Hakeekok Al-Murrah 

;C paper said yesterday. 

Need reference material 
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in x&e conchy sorrc«ndiB^c^W6auiigtQn^^ 

is 

atioos so fospeatAadit is .Optimo 

in* 'iLte&Ss 

At tbe. tTlberride. 

Israeli fiiiwks, Tfhie’ ri^' itod.'vftiri’ 'sdttftiL ..vj'vtxwi^ 
wbosee r ■'■•tingn- 


that is wiy lsraefi: Printe :li^mster^Bo^ r, 

_ mm Netaayatet 6as ;.re'please. d»n£tad i)ty. 

appease them. .'His aiwouaasnehf rinV 

■ and iJemsalem ;np ‘favor-to ffre.frtet, V’. 

■ guard p^ce^process wluch be^hasr'jrew * - 
agreedto revive in' ati oS-bfmtted iWtty>1' .. ■U.V*;qpe*S6n^ 
But for, an outsider, Netanyafro wookt ^ ^ 
appear tobc^a ditifetef for t«y going'fast- 
roo^h on tl» peace ptoce«:.ifisL no use ’ . But 

^pearing to talk-peace while .at the saiioe : To 
time saber^taHriig, Lust weeks kteumted_ actntists fri.Qfe 

. 




i - .to validate those pesky 

LlfL ill :■ . • '■ ’ "• dates and casualty fig- 

_ ures, tbe web is- your 

: spirit . friends who are as dedicated in one-stop shop. Have the urge to 

ihnost their support of our issues as we see what the Daik Side is up to, 

stand _ are. they too have web sites of their 

>od. If Many of us who would balk own while keeping an eye on 
erican at the thought of meeting the yours, 
re in Dark Side on a personal level. This free-news explosion 
find the web a convenient Iran- founded a'nicbe for news mi el¬ 
ite re sirion. Peace activists on both cflemen on the web. These are 

i few sides of the proverbial divide Arab American- internet news 

ion to often join forces on issues of junkies; who sift through the lat- 

iation_ common interest. When Newt est news websites. These are 

round Gingrich made his infamous die news anchormen and ■ 

lalay- trip to Jerusalem and threatened anchonvomea of tbe world wide 

many, actions that were deemed irre- web. They don’t read you the 


Vital issues 

COMPLIMENTING . HIS 
Majesty King Hussein’s 
effons of removing the 
obstacles feeing peace, and 
die continued coordination 
with the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA). die guid¬ 
ance of Crown Prince Has- 
san, the Regent emphasizes 

our collective Hashemite 
leadership’s support to the 
indepentteot Palestinian 
political decision. In tins 
vein, cam? the visit of Prime 
Minister Tarawneh to the 
PNA territories. The ques¬ 
tion of final status negotia¬ 
tions is complex enough 
without adding further vari¬ 
ables, and extra playets oo 
the scenes It is clear enough 
that tbe final issues related to 
the establishment of a Pales¬ 
tinian state are a matter of 
negotiations between tbe 
concerned parties: PNA and 
Israel Unking Jordan to . the 
final status talks is likely to 
give the wrong impression 
about the dear Jordanian 
position. These negotiations 
are in as much about the foie 
of tbe future Palestinian 
state, as tbe vital problems 
that directly affect Jordan. 
This is due to tbe commoa 
history that binds the Jorda¬ 
nian and Palestinian people 
together. The PNA is the 
legitimate representative of 
foe Palestinian people as it is 
recognized by both the Arab 
consensus, and the world. 
But ultimately, the weight of 
history cannot but make Jor¬ 
dan’s presence at the next 
pha$g of Palestinian-Israeli 
negotiations inevitable. This 
must be taken as given. For 
a start, there is foe issue of 
overlapping sovereignty and 
foe right to self- 
determination. Hie West 
Bank .oa the eve of occupa¬ 
tion, was part of tbe sove¬ 
reignty of qur Kingdom, but 
also, the Palestinian people 
have every right to demand 
their own setf-detenninatiou. 
Therefore, the issue can only 
be itaplved by getting 
together, foe^ sovereign state, 
foe occupying power, and 
the. aspiring state with 
national self-determination. 
together in order to resolve 
foe important legalistic issue. 
We may alf dbbose’to'igndre 
facts, but at the owl of foe 
day, important fects wfll not 
ignore us. 

. . Rirthemiare, foe Palestin¬ 
ian decision is an indepen¬ 
dent; one. Much is totally 
[ supported by Jordan, and foe 
; Palestinian leadership has tbe 
confidence of foe Palestinian 
people to realize their aspira¬ 
tions. But tire question of 
vital Jordanian interests can¬ 
not be resolved in the 
absence of a Jordanian repre¬ 
sentation, because of such 
vital issues such refugees. 
Jordan as the biggest host, 
and largest donor does have 
a say in this matter. Not only 
us, ..but also our various 
brethren whom are hosts to 
the* Palestinian reftigees, 
must have a say in this mat¬ 
ter as well 

To assume that the whole 
problem can be resolved on 
the Palestinian-Israeli table 
of negotiations, would mean 
an overwhelming burden on 
the shoulders of our PNA 
brothers. Tbe sharing of 
water and water resources, 
are far more self-evident than 
requiring any explanation, ft 
would be impossible to cotv-. 
ceiye of any such talks tak¬ 
ing place, without any repre¬ 
sentation of Jor danian 
intereas. ■ Next comes the 
point of security and secure 
borders. Undoubtedly, at one 
point or another in the Pales- 
Qnian-Isradi negotiations, 
foe question of secure bor¬ 
ders and their arrangement 
will have to Jre discussed,. « 

Both directly cotioenied 
parues would seek the most 
a “« ab fe anangement foal 
suta their common interests, 
which means that Jo rdan aten 
has every right to teach , an 
amicable arrangement (bat 
would secure its own borders 
ay weU, and with both parties. 

U is in the interest <rf all of us, 
that confidence buikfnw 


mea sures should take place at 
that point, and with enough 


tangible!* 


ts-mmh suli- 

^-tousbtfaQaltf.com 
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Business 

scene 


■ The; total proceeds 
of the -Arab .Bank 
Group, during the first 
nine months of ,1998 
were' estimated at Jt> 
140 million. This 
year!s, proceeds: i$a 
18.3; percent increase 
on the same period last 
year. The . Group’s ■ 
branches, in Jordan 
alone earned. JD 32 
minion. - The J Arab- 
Bank is a worldwide 
business,' with 370. 
branches and offices in 
all. ; ■ 


■ The total turnover of 

shares exchanged -in 
the Amman Financial 
Market (AFM) during 
the last. 10 months 
reached JD 309.5 mil¬ 
lion. This is. compared 
to JD 276.5 million for 
the same period, -last 
year. . Sources at the 
AFM say that over 170., 
million shares.; .were 
exchanged, although; 
the prices of these 
shares have , declined 
by 4.4 ■ percent ;sihce 
the beginning of the 
year. ’ . 

■ The Jordianian- 
Egyptian Joint Com-' 
mittee will hold its 
15tb - session in 
Amman off 18 Novem¬ 
ber. The meeting will 
open the electrical sup-' 
ply project that will 
link the two countries. 
A new agreement - on 
free trade exchange 
will also be signed, all 
with the intention of 
strengthening trade 
relations between' the ' 
two countries. 

■ The Free Trade . 
Zone at the Queen 
Alia Airport has been 
officially annexed - to 
the Airport Customs 
Center. Tfie Ministry •' 
of Finance issued an 
order to .assign stiff 
for the Zone from 
existing staff at 'the . 
Customs Department- 

■ The New Trade and " 
Industry LaWwent iiko' 
effect at the beginning 1 
of the month. The new 
law terminated the old 
Ministry of Supply, 
and formed .a similar- 

nat'^ts'actiVltfes under 
the auspices of- the.. 
Ministry of Trade and. • 
Industry. . :>/'•' 

■ Minister of Finance* 
Michel Martou, has 
ordered the Jordan Tel- 
ecommmrications ,. 
Company to pay the 
Treasury JD 47 .mil¬ 
lion, which is a remit- 
tance figure for the 
past year. The Minister 
also confirmed that.as 
of this month, the JTC ■' 
is to pay tire Treasury. 
ID 11 miUkm every- 
month. A financial 
consultant at the Min¬ 
istry had earlier pre- • 
seated a detailed finan¬ 
cial report,. which ' 
showed that the - JTC •- 
earned over JD 100 
million in revenues 
during the first half of- 
this year.. 

■ The Jordanian Cor¬ 
poration for Invest¬ 
ment Promotion hosted- 
last week a' special del¬ 
egation "of Chinese 
businessmen from 
Hong EdDg. 

The delegation held 
meetings with, many 
officials, and toured 
some of the ' national ' 
economic institutions 
in the Kingdom. Man¬ 
tas ser Oklah, director 
general of the corpora¬ 
tion, informed the vis- 
iting delegation of the 
major Jordanian eco¬ 
nomic developments, 
and of the institutions - 
and legislations in 
place to ‘promote 
investment in the 
Kingdom. 



The 35th Conference of the Arab Chambers 

dream of an Arab 
common market 


tty Ghassan Jofta 

Star staff writer 


.THERE I$_a {Jromineai school- 
of-thought which beheves that 
real economic integration' can 
-only be obtained by the crea¬ 
tion of large trading blocs.'The 
Arab world has been, slow to 
accept this coocopt, and greater 
efforts are deemed;necessary to 
..fiose together the great .eco¬ 
nomic, financial and labor 
potential ofthis region. 

' Pursuing this issue, the 35th 
Gcudererace of Arab Chambers. 
convened lain week in Amman, 
under- , the patronage of HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent.. Over 17 Arab countries 
.-participated in the two-day con-, 
fererice; which was pri^ded by 
Hayder Murad, the Resident of 
the Jordahian Trade Chambers - 
Association, and many Arab 
and. International economic 
experts .'and .'.djrrespoodra^ 
were in attendance. . 

Prime MunsterFayez Taraw- 
deputizing forPcince Has- 
.’san. during the opening cere- 
TOOTiy, ddiyercd the .Royal 
[ laddress _ calling '. far'. greater 
regional mvestmem- from Arab 
investors ; and governments, 
adding tint Arab; countries 

shonki co mmi t their capital to 

their own xegionv because the 
financial returns would then 
benefit the Arab community as 
a whole. The address no tod that ' 
as of today, this was not the 
case. .-. V . 

The Regent’s address 
described the conference as, “A 
good opportunity for deepehing 
die Arab dialogue qn many 
issues;'and for thawing a 
blueprint for -the Arab econo¬ 
mies at the advent of the 21st 
century.? 

Ponce Hassan said that.such 
gatherings "'represented the 
baric, 1 comp on ent: for greater 


’inter-Arab economic kAri * •Ai:*4 • “ 

jUt 


and the' eventual forma¬ 
tion of a Pan Arab com¬ 
mon market— 

.something. Thai would 
benefit everyooe in the 
region. “It is time to lay 
the. foundations for an 
Arab economic bloc, 

.-that will . enable our 
^economies to confront 
the challenges of the 
future,” Ponce Has- 
san's address noted. 

The Regent issued a 
wanting to all the dele- 
. gates, when- he noted 
. that the made exchange 
between Arab countries 
- rinotmted to-only eight 
percent of the overall 
Arab foreign trade vol- 
. lane. “We in Jordan, 

' were first to call for a more 
intensified joint Arab economic 
action plan, in order to unite 
our efforts,” said Prince 
Hassan. 

During the first day of the 
conference (held on 1 Novem¬ 
ber), the speeches and work 
‘papas focused on the idea of 
an Arab common market, and 
its importance to the region. 

Burhan Dajam, the General 
Secretary of the Arab Cham¬ 
bers Union, said in his address, 
that rite implementation of an 
Arab Free Trade Zone (AFTZ) 
is dependent upon governments 
adopting more liberal economic 
; policies. A reduction' in the 
amount of custom tax, and 
compliance to the World Trade 
Organization's (WTO) eco¬ 
nomic ' regulations were also 
prerequisites. 

• ' The conference note d tha t to 
commence with an AFTZ, it 
would have to comply with fee 
current international regula¬ 
tions, and ensure that some sort 
of regional economic arrange- 



Prime Minister, Fayez Tarawneh during the conference. 


mem was in place. Care was 
needed to ensure that develop¬ 
ing countries would not be at 
the mercy of world markets. 
The conference asked all the 
concerned parties to draw up a 
time -table and to begin imple¬ 
menting the derisions as soon 
as possible. 

Investment of Arab, capital 
into Arab markets has never 
been so important, but the dele¬ 
gates noted that fee low eco¬ 
nomic growth rates, non- 
developed markets, poor eco¬ 
nomic infrastructures, and fee 
political and economic instabil¬ 
ity within the region as a whole 
were detrimental to this goal. 

For this reason, fee confer¬ 
ence hoped to establish an 
infrastructure to encourage 
greater private investment from 
the financial and banking sec¬ 
tors, as only then would these 
sectors be willing to proceed 
wife investment of this kind. 

Wasif Azar. a well known 
Jordanian businessman, com¬ 
mented that the achievements 


in the Jordanian economy to 
date were the result of the gov¬ 
ernment adopting ‘open-market 
policies. 1 Mr Azar noted that in 
Jordan, increased private and 
public sector cooperation has 
led to many successful develop¬ 
ments, and ensured feat fee 
benefits of Arab capita] are felt 
ax home. 

Various workshops looked 
into the process of setting up 
more inte r-Arab projects and 
the AFTZ, and they noted that 
although fee first step was 
dependent upon each govern¬ 
ment giving its approval, it was 
the private sector that had to 
take fee lead. Consequently, fee 
conference called on all Arab 
governments to meet this 
challenge. 

The conference stressed that 
economic development could 
only be obtained by keeping 
up-to-date wife the latest devel¬ 
opments in Information Tech¬ 
nology. Focusing on agricul¬ 
ture, fee conference observed 
feat full advantage should be 


G7 plan to help economies at risk 


.plat 

line 


By Robert Chote 

THE GROUP of Seven lead- 

welT-nm.. emerging "'market ; 
economies from potential 
financial crises. .. 

The agreement on the US 
lanfor .precautionary credit 
es is designed -to prevent 
financial turbulence spread¬ 
ing .from country to conntry 
in a ‘contagion^ process. The 
plan, which lifted stock mar¬ 
kets and . strengthened, the 
dollar, forms, part of a wide- 
ranging statement by finance 
ministers and- central bank 
governors.. on reforms to 
strengthen the global finan¬ 
cial system. 

Brokered • by . Gordon 
Brown, the UK chancellor 


and chairman of the G7 
finance ministers, it follows 
months of turmoil that has 
swept the world economy. 

'We'timstdo ■ 

a mtidetti framework: for the* 
global markets of the 21st 
century and to limit the 
swings of boom and bust that 
destroy, hope and diminish 
wealth," said the G7 heads of 
government. 

Analysts noted that the 
G7’s statement was issued as 
officials from Brazil flew to 
Washington, to discuss a $30 
billionplus rescue package 
with the International Mone¬ 
tary Fund. 

The statement reaffirmed 
G7’s commitment “to create 
and sustain the conditions for 
strong, domestic demand-led 
growth," suggesting that fee 


door remained open for fur¬ 
ther interest rate cuts in fee 
industrial countries. 

Agreement on fee US 
credit-line'prop os alia arstepo 
forward- from the -IMF’* - 
annual meeting a month ago, 
where German reluctance 
meant G7 could only agree 
to “explore" fee idea. 

“The central element 
would be fee establishment 
of an enhanced IMF facility 
which would provide a con¬ 
tingent short-tenn line of 
credit for countries pursuing 
strong IMF-approved poli¬ 
cies,” the G7 said. 

President Clinton said, 
“This line of credit gives us 
a powerful new tool feat can 
be used when it will do the 
most good, at fee lowest 
cost, before the trouble 
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starts." 

Officials said loans avai ta¬ 
ble under the facility were 
likely to have short maturi¬ 
ty esy-and-an interest rate at 
least 300 to 500 basis points 
above the IMF’s standard 
lending rale. The G7 said it 
would be accompanied by 
“appropriate private sector 
involvement.” namely an 
agreement to roll over debts. 

IMF lending could be 
accompanied by credit lines 
from individual governments. 
“It would remain up to indi¬ 
vidual G7 governments and 
other governments concerned 
to decide in each case 
whether to provide such 
bilateral financing.” 

The IMF will find it easier 
to pay for such a facility now 
feat the US Congress has 
paved the way for an increase 
in its capital base and credit 
lines from industrial coun¬ 
tries. These give it access to 
an extra $90 billion in lenda- 
ble resources. 

The IMF yesterday agreed 
to conditions set by fee US 
Congress when it passed an 
$18 billion quota contribu¬ 
tion last week. It will now 
include in its programmes for 
debtor countries require¬ 
ments feat they liberalise 
trade, eliminate subsidies and 
treat foreign debtors the same 
as domestic debtors. To pro¬ 
mote crisis prevention, fee 
G7 agreed to comply with 
IMF codes of conduct on 
monetary and fiscal policy, 
as well as to provide infor¬ 
mation on their public sector 
foreign exchange positions. 
They also urged fee examina¬ 
tion of disclosure require¬ 
ments for financial institu¬ 
tions, such as hedge funds 
and investment banks.■ 
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taken of new developments, 
which can increase food pro¬ 
duction in general, as this 
would be beneficial to the Arab 
markets. 

On the second day of the 
conference—held at the Radis- 
son-SAS Hotel—the delegates 
submitted their recommenda¬ 
tions, and called for a compre¬ 
hensive renew of the economic 
reform policies, in order to 
solve the economic problems 
facing the region. Their priori¬ 
ties were fee creation of more 
labor opportunities, greater 
cooperation between Arab 
institutions, and stricter con¬ 
trols on foreign companies giv¬ 
ing priority to fee local labor 
force. 

The conference ended wife a 
hopeful call to all Arab govern¬ 
ments to coordinate their poli¬ 
cies together, whilst working 
alongside the WTO and fee 
European Union. The 36th 
Conference of Arab Chambers 
has been scheduled for Novem¬ 
ber 1999, and will be held in 
Tunisia.! 
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Violations 

CATCHING THE culprits is the name of fee game this 
week in Amman. Officials ai the Trade and Industry Direc¬ 
torate in fee Amman Govern orate have been busy in 
destroying out of date staple foodstuffs. This is a good 
move because it shows that the call for consumer protec¬ 
tion is being heeded, and fee concerned authorities are will¬ 
ing to walk feat extra mile to guarantee fee health of Jorda¬ 
nian consumers. 

By the end of October for instance, and after an exten¬ 
sive tour of factories, foodstuffs and different vegetable 
markets, city officials issued 1316 violation warnings 10 
traders. 

At fee end of feeir tour, officials confiscated 2662 kilo¬ 
grams worth of nutritional items that were displayed, but 
had been in fact out of date. Officials have said that these 
items could have resulted in a major health hazard. 

It is interesting to know fee kind of goods that were 
destroyed. They included: grains (394 Kg), canned fruits 
and vegetables (301 Kg), sweets (536 Kg), milk and its 
derivatives (331 Kg), meats (299 Kg) and many other 
products. 

Also three butchers violated fee law for selling meat that 
was falsely branded. They have since been taken to court. 
In addition, 17 butchers were given warnings for selling 
what they claim to be imported meat 

The list goes on. Three large factories and a bakery were 
penalized for failing to meet fee required specifications. 

The warnings show two things. Firstly, some traders do 
sell expired goods, and secondly, fee authorities must 
remain vigilant at all times. More tours are Deeded because 
this is the only way 10 protect the Jor danian consumer from 
scrupulous merchants. At fee end of the day, however, the 
only long term solution to fee problem is to establish a 
more ethically minded business culture, but this could take 
a while.! 


Copyright: 

What do the 
experts think? 


IN CONTINUANCE efforts 
made on behalf of the govern¬ 
ment to amend several of its 
laws in order to comply wife 
the TRIPs agreement, the 
amended Copyright Law No. 
22/1992 was finally published 
in fee October issue of the Offi¬ 
cial Gazette. The new law is a 
modified version of the old 
one, but certain flaws that used 
to exist have now been 
amended at the advice of a 
council of experts and organi¬ 
zations .specialized in this field, 
such as fee'WtPO. ' 

The new Law has produced 
some major amendments feat 
would ensure ideal protection 
of copyrights and other related 
rights. In this regard, and 
amongst a number of criticizes 
and supporters of the Law, we 
look at fee opinions of two of 
the concerned legal experts. 

Basil F. Abdo, a legal con¬ 
sultant in die Middle East Glo¬ 
bal Advocates & Legal Consul¬ 
tants (Mid-Globe) says fee 
measures taken by fee govern¬ 
ment to regulate and rectify fee 
status of copyright protection 
in Jordan are only a few of 
many to be taken in this regard. 
Nevertheless, they still consti¬ 
tute a major step forward. 

For example, fee new law. 
be adds, has adhered to the dif¬ 
ferent international treaties and 
conventions, and has increased 
fee period of protection granted 
for ‘copyrightable’ works to 50 
years from the date of publica¬ 
tion (up from 30 years in the 
old law). It also protects die 
economic rights conferred on 
the author by Law as a result of 
his intellectual creations for a 
period of “Life plus 50," where 
the some protection period was 
only “Life plus 30” in fee old 
law. 

Another new addition is fee 
protection provided for neigh¬ 
bouring rights (related rights). 
Neighbouring rights are “rights 
neighboaring on copyright” In 
the past, as per the old Law, 
neighbouring rights were not 
protected. Meanwhile, after fee 
new amendments, the scope of 
protection is extended to 
include the following; a) Per¬ 
formers' rights in fee protec¬ 
tion of their individual interpre¬ 
tations of different works (50 
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Naouri Group 

Represents the Saudi Arabian 
Standards Organization (SASO) 


SINCE THE beginning of October, 
Ammon Shipping and Transport Co., 
one of Naouri Group Companies, offi¬ 
cially started its mission as representa¬ 
tive of the Saudi Arabian Standards 
Organization (SASO) in Jordan. To 
cany ont this task, staff underwent 
specific training in Al Sharjah, UAE. 

The Naour) Group has exerted con¬ 
siderable effort in developing Jorda¬ 
nian exports and to opening the Saudi 
market to Jordanian products, for the 
benefit of all Jordanian exporters. 

It is worth mentioning that Saudi 
Arabia demands SASO certificates for 


66 imported products, of all categories 
such as electrical products, toys, cars 
and their accessories, chemical prod¬ 
ucts and many others. 

Mr Ibrahim Naouri, Chairman of 
the Naouri Group, expressed great 
relief after this important accomplish¬ 
ment. Previously inspectors from 
neighboring countries had to come to 
Jordan to conduct proper inspections, 
and exporters had to wait ages for the 
certificates to arrive from Sharjah. 

Mr Naomi confirmed that the 
Group will continue to search for new 
means to support Jordanian Exports 
and the Jordanian Economy Ji 
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years from the performance); 
b) Producers of phonograms’ 
rights in protection against 
unauthorized duplication of 
their phonograms, and then- 
right to remuneration for fee 
use of phonograms for pur¬ 
poses of broadcasting and other 
communication to the public 
(50 years from fixation), c) 
Broadcasting organizations' 
rights in protection against 
unauthorized retransmission of 
their broadcasts by other broad¬ 
casting organizations and 

against such reproduction 

thereof (20 years from 

broadcasting). 

But above all one of fee 
major amendments feat will be 
credited for fee legislators is 
fee omission of fee require¬ 
ment of deposition to effect 
protection. What is meant, 
here, is that court cases con¬ 
cerning fee illegal use of ‘cop¬ 
yrightable' works used to be 
rejected if fee concerned works 
were not previously deposited 
in Jordan in accordance wife 
the Law. 

This requirement has 
caused a great deal of prob¬ 
lems in fee past. In a vast 
majority of countries with 
copyright and neighboring 
rights’ regulations, protection 
is granted to works without 
fee need of deposition. Conse¬ 
quently. most foreign authors 
did not deposit their works in 
Jordan due to their belief that 
fee conditions for protection 
were bound to be similar 10 
feat in their countries, in addi¬ 
tion to fee difficulties the 
author would face if he was to 
deposit his works in every 
country. Such mis-knowledge 
of the law has resulted in fee 
free unpunished usage of their 
works, due to fee lack of 
protection. 

Luckily, the requirement of 
deposition is no longer a con¬ 
dition for protection, neither 
does fee failure of deposition 
affect the author’s rights. 

Finally, amidst the signs of 
progress made. I think that it 
is worth mentioning to say 
feat “the ball is now in the 
possession of the authorities,” 
and it is up to them to “make 
or break” the Law. As one 
knows, laws are seldom 
respected if they lack strict 
enforcement by tile authori¬ 
ties. and proper awareness of 
the consequences of their vio¬ 
lation by fee people. There¬ 
fore. let’s “hold our horses" 
for fee time being and not rush 
into drawing premature judge- 
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meats about fee law. Let us 
give fee authorities a chance t - 
to “say its word!” •’ 

Dr Bassam Al Talhonni of - 
the Assistant Professor of Law •• 
University of Jordan strongly m 
believes feat any good law 
will stay impotent, even wife- ;• 
out proper enforcement. ; 
Accordingly, the need for a • 
strong enforcement of fee new 
amended Copyright Law is the S 
only way of guaranteeing effi¬ 
ciency of fee articles of fee 
Law. No doubt, fee Copyright 
Law contains many aspects 
that require the involvement j 
of fee authorities in a very ? 
strong manner, so as to put 
things in order. 15 

This is tangible in many 
ways; first, as per fee articles • 
of fee Law, an office called - 
fee “Office for the Protection ’ 
of Copyright" shall be estab- !• 
listed within the Department r 
of fee National Library. Upon 
enforcement of the provisions j 
of this Law, the office’s staff 1 
shall be considered members ; 
of the judicial police. ' 

If there is evidence that a ■ 
violation of fee Law has taken 
place, fee office's staff shall ! 
have the right to inspect fee / 
premises in which works are ; 
printed, distributed, repro- .1 
duced or produced. They shall f ; 
also have fee right to seize 
copies of any material used to 
commit any violations of fee 
Law. j< 

If the authorities prove that a 
person has violated the Law. he '' 
may be punished wife fee fbl- _* 
lowing; an imprisonment sen- 1 
lence of a period of 3 months * 
to 3 years, and/or a ' fine 
between JD 1000 to JD 3000. - 
In case of repetition, the viola- „ 
tor will be sentenced to fee jj 
maximum imprisonment period jj 
and the maximum fine. In addi- jj 
don to this, he may also be sub- g 
ject, by fee decision of fee 
court, to the closure of the cor¬ 
poration/premises where the 
violations of the Law took ji 
place for a period not exceed- G 
mg one year, or its license can 3 
be revoked for a specified q 
period or endlessly. jj 

The enforcement of fee Law jj 
will have many positive >1 
effects, in the long run, on the s 
Jordanian economy. Some of ji 
those will be fee encourage- 2 
ment of foreign investment and jj 
intellectual creators to work in jj 
more secure and protected cop- • 
yright environment. It will also 2 
facilitate Jordan's enrollment 
in international conventions 
such as Berne, and fee WTOJ13 
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Iraqi challenge 
narrows UN options 


-=—■ By John M. Goshko 

UNITED NATIONS—Iraq's 
latest defiance of the Security 
Council has put the United 
Nations and President Saddam 
Hussein’s regime on a collision 
course that UN diplomats fear 
7^ will once again force the world 
Jgbody to consider countering 
> Baghdad's challenge with the 
threat of force. 

That was the predominant 
view here on Monday, after 
Iraq's decision last week to 
\ halt all cooperation with LIN 
weapons inspectors and 
demand the immediate lifting 
of the economic sanctions 
imposed on it by the council 
during the 1990-91 Persian 
Gulf War. 

Although Baghdad insisted 
it was not seeking a confronta¬ 
tion. its action was denounced 
by the 15-member council as 
“a flagrant violation" of its 
orders, and it immediately 
caused the United States to 
_ warn that it might resort anew 
to threats of a military strike, 
either with the council's back¬ 
ing or on its own. 

However. diplomatic 

sources here said that it prob- 
< ably will take a while, perhaps 
two weeks or more, before the 
situation reaches a military 
confrontation. As past confron¬ 
tations between the United 
Nations and Iraq have shown. 
r‘ there is a diplomatic ritual that 
will have to be played out first. 

Tt;- That began Tuesday, when 
•. the council discussed its previ- 
ous demand that Iraq rescind 
its decision ‘immediately and 
unconditionally,’ into a formal 

' K resolution as a springboard for 
■i further action. The sources said 
that could take until the end of 
the week, and then, they added, 
the council would have to start 
considering what that action 
should be. 

Some diplomats here already 
! have started suggesting that 
Secretary General Kofi Annan 
should be dispatched to Bagh¬ 
dad in hopes that he could 
repeat his success of last Feb¬ 
ruary. when Iraq had barred 
inspectors from entering cer¬ 
tain suspected weapons sites, 
r At that time, he averted an 
imminent US military attack by 
working- out a compromise 
reaffirming LIN rights to con¬ 
duct inspections under the 
terms of the 1991 cease-fire 
that ended the Persian Gulf 
War. Iraq’s UN ambassador. 
Nizar Hamdoon. said Monday 
in Amman, that he expects 
Annan to open talks directly 
with Baghdad, and he added. 
“We still have trust in him.” 

However, while Annan has 
said it is up to the council to 
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decide whar he should do. 
sources familiar with his think¬ 
ing say he is very reluctant to 
go because he believes that this 
time there is no negotiating 
room to strike a deal with the 
Iraqis. 

In addition, the Linked 
Stales privately is very' cool to 
the idea of a new Annan mis¬ 
sion. Although he described 
Iraq's latest action as “a total 
breach of Security Council res¬ 
olutions.” Annan also is known 
to think that gening Baghdad's 
renewed cooperation requires 
UN inspectors to be less intru¬ 
sive in future searches for pro¬ 
hibited weapons. That runs 
completely counter to US insis¬ 
tence on continuing a tough 
inspection regime. Washington 
also dislikes the way in which 
the Iraqis, since February, have 
tried to maneuver around the 
Security Council by dealing 
directly with Annan. 

In Washington. President 
Clinton met with with his top 
foreign policy advisers to dis¬ 
cuss strategy options and said 
(hat “until the inspectors are 
back on the job. no options are 
off the table.” 

The president ordered 
Defense Secretary William 
Cohen to travel to Europe and 
the. Persian. Gulf to consult 
with US allies. Gohen. who left 
on Monday, plans to consult 
with London, and with the 
leadership in Saudi Arabia. 
White House officials said that 
sending Cohen rather than Sec¬ 
retary of State Madeleine Alb¬ 
right was intended to empha¬ 
size the threat of military 
action. 

Diplomats here pointed to 
the likelihood that those perma¬ 


nent council members that 
advocate a more flexible line in 
dealing with Iraq—notably 
Russia and France—would try 
to intercede, as they have in 
past confrontations, to urge 
Baghdad to back down. Both 
countries joined in the coun¬ 
cil's Saturday statement of con¬ 
demnation. and France particu¬ 
larly has shown signs of losing 


patience with Iraq. 

The more likely candidate 
for an intermediary'$ role, dip¬ 
lomats said, would be Russia, 
whose prime minister, Yev¬ 
geny Primakov, is a former 
foreign minister who has 
worked hard to nurture a spe¬ 
cial relationship with Saddam 
Hussein. In the opinion of 
many diplomats. Primakov 


probably would view acting as 
peacemaker as a welcome dis¬ 
traction from wrestling with 
che bankrupt Russian 
economy. 

In the end, though, sources 
here say, no one really has 
much faith that any of these 
expedients will deter Iraq from 
its present course. In that case, 
the sources add, it no longer 
would be possible to avoid 
choosing between allowing 
Iraq's defiance to go unchal¬ 
lenged or turning to (he threat 
and. if necessary, the reality-of 
air and missile strikes to com¬ 
pel its compliance. The latest 
Iraqi move is the second stage 
of a confrontation that began 
on 5 August, when Baghdad 
blocked UN field inspections. 
At the time, the United States, 
in contrast to its responses in 
earlier showdowns, did not 
threaten force because of 
awareness that military strikes 
would get no international sup¬ 
port and would prove contro¬ 
versial domestically. This time, 
many diplomats believe, Wash¬ 
ington would have to act, with 
or without support, or forfeit its 
credibility in dealing with 
IraqJI 
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An Young Israeli writing a wish in memory of the 3rd anniversary of the assassi¬ 
nation of former Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin last week. 


Arafat chooses high-risk strategy 


By Judy Dempsey 

IT COULD be just cosmetic, 
to show Israel and the US 
that Palestinian forces are 
cracking down after last 
weeks suicide bombing of an 
Israeli school bus in the Gaza 
Strip. 

However, the house arrest 
of a prominent leader of 
Hamas—the Islamist militant 
movement—could be the 
stan of a confrontation that 
has been brewing between 
Hamas, and Yassir Arafat, 
Palestinian Authority 

president. 

Probably only Mr Arafat 
knows, as he keeps under 
house arrest Sheikh Ahmed 
Yassin, the ill and wheel¬ 
chair-bound spiritual leader 
of the Hamas, which claimed 
responsibility for the bomb. 

Either way, it is a high-risk 
strategy. If Mr Arafat lifts the 
house arrest. Israel will 
accuse him of paying lip ser¬ 
vice to fighting terrorism. If 
he maintains it, it could gal¬ 


vanise support among Pales¬ 
tinians who believe they 
gained little from the Wye 
interim accord signed last 
week in Washington. 

Sheikh Yassin is a popular 
cleric, especially in Ga 2 a, 
where he returned last year 
after nine years in an Israeli 
jail. Mr Arafat hoped he 
would be a moderating influ¬ 
ence in Hamas, leading to 
some reconciliation with the 
Authority. He did not. 

One of the reasons was that 
Hamas and Mr Arafat funda¬ 
mentally disagreed on how to 
attain political independence. 
Hamas believes in armed 
struggle, and eventually an 
Islamic state. Mr Arafat, on 
the other hand, signed the 
1993 Oslo Declaration of 
Principles which recognised 
Israel’s right to exist and the 
principle of a negotiated final 
settlement anchored on the 
exchange of land for peace. 

Since then, Hamas bas 
used the terrorist weapon to 
derail the peace process. 


often coming close to con¬ 
frontation with Mr Arafat. 
Hamas is adamant it does not 
want civil war. “The Palestin¬ 
ians would be the only los¬ 
ers,” said one official. 

Yet Hamas believes Mr 
Arafat conceded too much to 
Israel and the US by signing 
last week's accord. Israel, it 
said, would not stop building 
new settlements: it would 
hand over no more than 40 
per cent of land to the Pales¬ 
tinians; and there would be 
no date set for release of 
3.300 Palestinian prisoners in 
Israeli jails. 

By also agreeing- to a 
security plan to combat ter¬ 
rorism. Hamas believes it 
will give the Palestinian 
security forces cane blanche 
to quash dissent. As pan of 
that plan, Israel has insisted 
that Mr Arafat dismantle 
Hamas even though it failed 
to do so when it occupied all 
the West Bank and Gaza. Mr 
Arafat's chances of succeed¬ 
ing might have been greater 


had be been able to show 
concrete, j mmediate gains 
from the Wye talks. 

‘The Palestinian team 
cashed in whatever they 
could lat the Wye talks]," 
said Ghassan Khatib, director 
of the independent Jerusalem 
Media Communication Cen¬ 
tre and a former Palestinian 
negotiator. “They paid a very 
high price.’* He added that 
Israel obtained the maximum 
security guarantees from the 
Palestinians but conceded the 
minimum of land. “Mr Arafat 
will have difficulty in selling 
it to his^reople.” . 

The Palestinian leader may 
also discover that unless the 
Wye accord produces. tangi¬ 
ble results—including the 
release of some prisoners, 
freedom of movement 
between the West Bank and 
Gaza, and an airport in 
Gaza—sympathy for Hamas 
may increase at the expense 
of his own authority. ■ 


Hamas wing 
threatens 
retaliation against 
Arafat’s police 


FBI terror probes focus on US Muslims 


By John Mintz and Michael Grunwald 

IN THE tidy working-class suburb of Bridge- 
view. Illinois. Mohammad Sal ah instructed 
children in the Koran. He prepared the dead 
for burial at his local mosque, and he observed 
the solemn Muslim obligation of zakat®, giv¬ 
ing generously to charity with the conviction 
that all things belong to God. 

However, the FBI says Salah's idea of zakat 
included nearly SI million in donations to the 
Palestinian extremist group Hamas, some of it 
for Uzis, rifles and other weapons. In their first 
use of a new law targeting the assets of terror¬ 
ism supporters, prosecutors have seized 
Salah's bank accounts and are trying to take 
his house—ail without a criminal trial. 

The Justice Deportment's case against Salah 
is one of the few public signs of a dramatically 
expanded set of investigations of Muslim 
Americans suspected of aiding overseas terror¬ 
ists. Emboldened by tough new anti-terrorism 
laws and huge increases in ami-terrorism fund¬ 
ing. the FBI is scrutinizing at least 20 LIS 
groups with suspected links to terrorism, 
including some tied to Osama bin Laden, the 
alleged ringleader in the bombings of two US 
embassies in Africa. 

In the case of bin Laden, authorities have 
focused on Wadih A! Haji. a Texas man 
charged in connection with the embassy bomb¬ 
ings. as the main cog in a network that alleg¬ 
edly also included a former .sergeant in the US 
Army, Ali A. Mohamed. who was arrested last 
month in New York. Officials also are scruti¬ 
nizing the activities of a now-deftmet Muslim 
group in Brooklyn, the Alkifah Refugee Cen¬ 
ter. some of whose members were convicted of 
bombing the World Trade Center in 1993. 

Grand juries in New York. Chicago and 
Tampa are investigating other Islamic groups, 
and the FBI has sharply stepped up its applica¬ 
tions for secret wiretaps designed to combat 
terrorism on US soil. Officials' say the height¬ 
ened vigilance is needed to monitor an expand¬ 
ing number of threats, from a Detroit man who 
allegedly tried to smuggle high-tech surveil¬ 
lance gear to Middle East terrorists to an 
American network of Iranian students who 
allegedly spy for Tehran. 

Civil libertarians and Muslim activists say 
the agency is using its increasing resources to 
persecute Muslims who support unpopular 
causes. 

“The FBI is basically saying: ‘Trust us. 
We're hunting down bad guys."' said David 
Cole, a Georgetown University law professor 
who represents groups challenging provisions 


in a 1996 law barring ‘material support’ to 
alleged terrorists. “But they're going way 
overboard.” 

The investigations are drawing on broad 
powers granted by Congress to fight terrorism 
after the World Trade Center and Oklahoma' 
City bombings. The new laws give the FBI 
greater leeway to pursue possible associates of 
terrorists even when they are not suspected of 
specific offenses. The statutes also make it a 
crime to send money to foreign groups the 
State Department classifies as terrorist, and 
bolster the government's ability to use classi¬ 
fied information to 

detain suspected terror- 

ism supporters in immi- ’ 

gration cases. 

Meanwhile. Congress , 

has boosted the FBI’s / fai c c/ ; 

counterterrorism budget x. t * o oi 

from SI IS million to um/Jawi 

52S6 million since 1995. lAflLt&Trl 

and the number of FBI J 1 • 

employees assigned to L?1 

anti-terrorism matters 

SiST ,ha " doub,ed - said his 

Some US groups are » * » 

under investigation for lYLCLttfl€> 

financing their overseas 
allies who provide t< 7ffnP' 

humanitarian services in I f LC _ 

addition to their violent .j • 

activities. Salah, for SOTHCttlll 

example. who once # 

served time in an Israeli PtlPYlt 

prison for terrorism, con- CvlfCft/L^ 

tends that his donations J* ^ 
supported hospitals, ft If ft Cflfl 

schools and day-care 

centers for poverty- 

stricken Palestinians, . 

and that the FBI is essen- 
dally criminalizing pri¬ 
vate charity. Cole said the provisions would 
have barred Americans from helping the anti- 
3 panheid African National Congress in the 
1980s. 

Officials acknowledge that their main focus 
is on Muslim individuals and groups. “We 
have a problem with Islamic terrorism.” said a 
senior Justice official. “If we had a problem 
with Latvian terrorism, we'd focus on Latvi¬ 
ans." They argue that because bin Laden and 
other Muslim radicals have declared war on 
America, they cannot ignore their supporters 
here. Some expens believe Middle Eastern ter¬ 
rorists are increasingly dependent on their US 


“This situation is 
undemocratic 
and bizarre, ” 
said his attorney, 
Matthew Piers. 
“If they’ve got 
something on my 
client, charge 
him criminally. ” 


allies. Hamas, for example, raises about one- 
third of its S30 million annual budget in this 
country and Europe, University of Illinois ter¬ 
rorism experts say. 

“The vast majority of Muslims are honora¬ 
ble. decent people.” said Steve Pomerantz, a 
former FBI counterterrorism chief, “but US 
interests are in danger from Middle East terror¬ 
ism. You have to be able to say that without 
fear of being called a bigot" 

Investigators claim some important victories 
to justify their aggressive approach. The first 
person charged using the ‘material support' 
provisions of the anti- 
saffigssessg-t terrorist law was Fawzi 

‘Frank’ Musiapha Assi. 
a Ford Motor Co. engi- 
. . neer who lives in Dear- 

MfltlZIYI 1S bom. Michigan, with 

VLLlllUfl /J his wife and three ciril- 

< * ren ' ^ resu ^ t 

/L/ LtlLLs what his attorney 

7 y believes was a tip, the 

\arre, s* with authorization 

' 7 from the Justice Depart- 

7 /T/ 7 JT 7 ment’s wiretap court. 

ILlL/f Ilcy y started in February 

rj • watching him 24 hours 

V rl£VS. a tapping his 
phones and sifting 
ant through his garbage. 

VC’ L/J- On July 13. Assi was 

__ stopped at the Detroit 

\Q OTl ITVy airport on his way to 

, J Lebanon. In his luggage 

n hflyop agents found SI24,000 

■' ** O ^ worth of electronics: 

. i vtn 1 7i> ” two global-positioning 

/IflLllL y. satellite units, seven 

pairs of night-vision 
goggles and an infrared 
-I. ——— — ■ imaging camera. The 

|M1 FBI says Assi said that 

he was delivering the 
gear to contacts in Hizbollah. or Party of God, 
an Iranian-backed group in Lebanon that 
attacks Israeli forces and is on the State 
Department's terrorism list. The FBI said Assi 
also tried to discard, in trash bins around Dear¬ 
born, documents about Israeli cabinet mem¬ 
bers and the locations of their offices. 

Assi. charged with export law violations and 
giving material support to terrorists, Insisted 
he was an apolitical family man with no ties to 
Hizbollah. A judge released him on bail with 
an electronic bracelet. A few days later he fled, 
reportedly u> Lebanon. “It’s peculiar,” said 
Assi's attorney, David SteingoIdL “1 really 


thought the FBI was off-base. Now I don't 
know what to think." 

Meanwhile, Salah—a US citizen—has 
denied any links to violence, but American 
officials describe him as a ‘high-level opera¬ 
tive' for Hamas who financed armed attacks 
on Israelis. He served five years in an Israeli 
prison for alleged terrorist activities before 
returning last November to Chicago, where be 
had first moved from the Middle East in J970 
and where, according to Israeli officials.' he 
taught Palestinian students how to make car 
bombs. 

The FBI says Salah also made several trips 
to the West Bank and Gaza to help a top 
Hamas leader named Mousa Mohammed Abu 
Marzook. a longtime Fairfax County resident 
who was deported to Jordan in 199*6. In hun¬ 
dreds of pages of public documents, the FBI 
has outlined a complex series of covert real 
estate deals it says were designed to launder 
$820,000 from a Saudi company to Hamas. 
Eventually, most of the money ended up in 
Salah’s bank account after transfers from 
accounts controlled by Marzook in McLean. 

While Salah has not been charged with a 
crime here, FBI agents tail him everywhere 
and question people be meets. In June, prose¬ 
cutors filed an unprecedented ‘forfeiture com¬ 
plaint’ seizing his bank accounts and taking 
steps to remove him, his wife, Azita, and their 
four young children from their house. They 
seized another SI million from the Quranic 
Literacy Institute, on Islamic group that had a 
hand in the real estate deals. 

Now the institute is all but shut down, and 
the Salah family is living on donated food. 
Salah is no longer allowed to have financial 
dealings-indudlng with his lawyer and his 
doctor-unless they obtain special Treasury 
Department licenses. ‘This situation is undem¬ 
ocratic and bizarre," said his attorney. Mat¬ 
thew Piers. “If they've got something on my 
client, charge him criminally.'' 

Salah admits only that some of his funds 
may have flowed to the ‘political’ wing of 
Hamas, a main provider of social services in 
the West Bank and Gaza. US officials say 
Hamas’ ‘political’ leaders also oversee the 
clandestine ‘military’ wing that has killed 
scores of Israelis in bombings and executed 
hundreds of Palestinian ‘collaborators.’ US 
officials also say donations to Hamas charities 
free funds for the military cells, which promise 
lifetime assistance to the families of suicide 
bombers. ■ 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 


By Lee Hockstader 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM^- 
With its founder under house 
arrest and scores of its acti¬ 
vists in jaiL the armed -wing 
of the militant Islamic move¬ 
ment Hamas threatened vio¬ 
lent retaliation -against. Yasser 
Arafat’s- RafestiiuaiU Author¬ 
ity if it continues to press its 
campaign against terror. 

Analysts said they' doubt 
Hamas is about to launch a 
civil war in Palestinian- 
controlled territory, but they 
said the statement does 
reflect the intense pressure 
the group has come under 
since Arafat signed a Middle 
East peace agreement last 
-month promising to fight 
terror: •’ 

Following the agreement 
Palestinian security forces 
began rounding tip - Hamas’ 
leadership and tank and file. 
The. arrests were intensified 
after a • suicide bomber, 
reportedly sent by Hamas’ 
armed wing, the Izzidin Qas- 
sem Brigades, tried to Mow 
up a -• school bus {parrying 
Israeli children in Gaza last 
Thursday. According to 
Hamas, several hundred of its 
activists have been arrested. 

The statement, in a leaflet 
faxed to Renters news agency, 
said the arrests could lead 
some in Hamas, in spite of the 
orders of their superiors, "to 
direct their war and guns, out. 
of necessity , against the (Pal¬ 
estinian) Authority's security 
apparatus.” 

Adding an unusual personal 
attack, the statement said the 
Washington peace agreement 
and the crackdown on Hamas 
meant “Arafat and his oppres¬ 
sive security apparatus have 
committed the utmost in 
betrayal, complete subordina¬ 
tion and absolute Ioyaltv to 
Israel." 

In the face of Israeli and 
American demands that the 
Palestinian authority attack 
militant groups operating 
from its territory, Arafat's 
aides have long cautioned 
that an all-out war on terror 
could ignite a Palestinian 
civil war. Arafat is suspi¬ 
cious that civil strife among 
Palestinians is precisely what 
Israel wants, as a .means to 
derail his drive for an inde¬ 
pendent state. 

Analysts said Sunday’s 
statement appears to be 
authentic. However. Ismail 
Abu Shanab, a leader of the 
political wing of Hamas in 
Gaza, said in an interview 
with Qatar’s Jazeera satellite 
television that the statement 
contradicted the group’s 
policy. 

Some observers cast doubt 
on the notion that Hamas or 
its armed wing is preparing a 

violent response to Arafat’s 
crackdown. They noted that 
recent statements from 
Hamas reaffirmed the 
group's commitment to Pal¬ 
estinian national unify. 

. ‘This reflects frustration 


> and anger rather than a deter¬ 
mination to move against 
Arafat,” said Khalil Shikaki, 
director of the Center for* 
- Palestinian Research and 
Studies in the West Bank 
; city.of Nablus. “Eventually 
. they’ll acquiesce to what 
‘ Arafat wants to do (unless) 
'Arafat uses violence ag ainst 
tfiem ftrstT* 

In the past. Arafat’s secur- 
. ity services have arrested 
scores of Hamas leaders and 
' suspected activists, humili¬ 
ated some by shaving off 
their beards and tortured otb- 
. ers. In many cases their 
■ arrests were prompted by 
. information supplied by 
Israel. 

. However, Israel says it 
believes die suspects are rou- * 
finely released in what 
. amounts to a revolving door 
for terrorists. That com¬ 
plaint, and die Palestinian 
Authority's strong denials, 
was a main point of conten¬ 
tion in die talks a fortnight 
ago in Maryland. In die end, 
Arafat agreed to carry out a 
campaign against terrorist 
groups, monitored and 
assisted by the CIA. 

The campaign started 
immediately. During the 
White House signing cere¬ 
mony, journalists in Gaza 
who went to photograph and 
film Sheik Ahmed Yassin, 
62, the founder and spirirual 
leader of Hamas, were 
arrested by Palestinian police^ 
and held for two hours? 
Hamas activists were 
rounded up—many of them 
not for the first time. 

In the wake of last Thurs¬ 
day’s suicide attack on an 
Israeli school bus, Yassin 
was placed under house 
arrest and his telephone lines 
were cut. A dozen or so Pal¬ 
estinian police officers, some 
in plainclothes, were posted 
in the dusty alley leading to 
his honse in Gaza, and all 
visitors were barred. There 
were reports that police 
searched his home. On Sun¬ 
day. five Palestinian law¬ 
makers began a sit-in outside 
the home of Yassin, who 
uses a wheelchair. . 

The Hamas statement Sun¬ 
day alleged that the Palesrin-wj 
lan Authority and Israel^ 
under the supervision of the 1 
CIA, are plotting to assassi¬ 
nate Mohammed Deif. the 
reputed leader- of Hamas’ 
armed wing. Israel contends 
SmS 3 ^r 1S behind a number 
% blw *y Macks, including 
u- f* 001 bus attack, in 
which an Israeli jeep escort 
oore the brunt of the blast 

kffied aD ISfaCli S0,dier was 

n«^ erai of . Ha ®as’ most 
notorious militant . leaders 

tSj"* recent 

KS*' “eluding a pair of 
brothers shot by Israeli com- 
mandos m the West Bank in 
September. ■ 

LA Tunes- Washington 
Post News Service -“1 
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raE- co^ry-set Toi^, ^ m for- 

to^ta^^*irntoeccmoSiy eiga^qMtinatf-.in- Poland— 
f jffijtS * ^ t' 7^ perceiu-^tfae - Asian rpiilti- 


qfeisinjl;js opqayfof 
bffiiness ^md. to -<fie 
pfcj-; 

lo*ojH^ ^ as -'upe 
today as. if ■ w?si:thefc£ 

flie coTMr^He.of its 
ccbnoiriic policy!”'. 1 '.• 

•' fPolisii V ' , z p?toOera 
ha,v© cpwo;i(jjx^ie ve 

tljai jj; rt <jf :^k» reju¬ 
venation - '‘ : bf |.' -.dje 
Prii&hV/U //wjifttfmy 
mVaSV'esr me .'.-attrac¬ 
tion- of. foreign'capi¬ 
tal. Outside invest¬ 
ment has been 
coming in droves, 
registering a skybjgh 
figure: of $25.5 bil¬ 
lion since the restrac- 
taring program began 
in 1992. In die first 
half of "1988 -alone 
. more than $5 billion 
was invited, in 
Poland.. • •;• • . . ••••■; 

The news becomes'- 
good when it is real-. 
ized that only $2,2 
billion was iegi?texed-: 
in 1997. Today, the 
country - receives SO 
Rerceht ofr the* total 
foreign' investment 
placed in. Central. 

Europe.: 

Poland is seen aa a 
very, attractive' mar¬ 
ket for a lot of irig- ir „ f . 
multi'national com- ; Hew Image qftyarsaw, ;• 
parties- The wiihber V. .. ;' ;. 

of investors' who invested, .. nationals, . and'!- companies 
more than $1 milfion asj^js-; ; fiom the USA and Russia are 
tered by .the ' Polish Agency^ - •: strong contenders. • 
for Foreign Investment • Itf 1988; tot top 10 inves*- ; 
increased from492.in 1^96 to „/ tors incinded the car giant;. 
584 in 1997.; ''.with investment^ of$1.25 . 

■ While die European Union .'.teflion. ; Jbis "was followedby . 



the Korean Daewoo al SI.21 
billion. In addition to cars, 
- Daewoo manufactures elec¬ 
tronics : and tele- 
. communications. 
' In 1988, the Rus¬ 
sian- . Gazprom 
has come in the 
. country with a 
. gas •- ' pipeline 
investment pro¬ 
ject estimated at 
$834 milli on. 

However, for¬ 
eign investment 
tends to be well- 
rounded. In addi¬ 
tion to the manu¬ 
facture- of means 
Of transport and 
chemicals, over¬ 
seas' companies 
are wanting to 
set. up food pro¬ 
duction plants. 
Pepsi Go and the 
Coca-Cola com¬ 
panies have 
already estab¬ 
lished a strong 
foothold in 
Poland with 
huge investment 
outlays. Indeed, 
'together with 
banking ven¬ 
tures, they are 
one of the 10 
biggest foreign 
investors. 

What is inter¬ 
esting is that for¬ 
eign' capital is 
coming from 
across the globe. 

" Ini Europe for 
instance, Germany comes top 
of the list, followed by Brit¬ 
ain, France and Italy. As well 
as. the Koreans, there are 
direct investments .-'from the 
Japanese, and the Taiwanese. 
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Prudent policies chart 
steady course for Poland 


POLAND’S TRANSFORMA¬ 
TION from a command econ¬ 
omy to one based on the free- 
market . has been relatively 
smooth and successful at die 
same time. The country is in a 
far better shape to go into the 
next millennium as it was in the 
eady 1990s, when Poland 
started on the transformation 
process. 

With productivity increasing, 
investment soaring, and the 
development of a more consu¬ 
mer-based market, the Poles can 
look towards (heir ocbievmenr 
with pride. The Gross Domestic 
Product has been constant, reg¬ 


istering respectable figures that 
have hovered between 5 and 7 
percent. In 1997 for instance, it 
hit the 6.5 percent mark, which 
is far better than those regis¬ 
tered in the region. 

Poland—whether in services, 
manufacturing, construe lion or 
in the extractive industries—has 
witnessed extensive growth 
across the board. Polish eco¬ 
nomic planners suggest that this 
is the result of the Introduction 
of better management systems, 
dictated to by the concept of pri¬ 
vatization. In 1997 for instance, 
the growth of industrial produc¬ 
tion was faster than in the previ- 


The ‘feel-good ’ factor 

7 AS POLES gear up to celebrate their Independence Day 
^i»ll November, they can look back wtth pride to what 
7 they >tove achieved ova* the last few years. Today, the 
JpKtoi - * dominates every Pole in the country. 
11 Eyldenoe bC tois, is that more people In Poland are bnyfog 
e ver before. 

.£~ ' the construction sector is booming agaln-For the 

;/Srs£--$me.since 2991 -the housing sector in Poland 
. recorded tin increase. More than 65,000 homes werecom- 
..nfctectlitt T997. This is an iperease of 5.6 percent over 
; Lhousaoul of people own their 


4j. In caddtobn to' this, more and more people are owning 
> thelr Owu vebicles- Tbe n umb er of. registered cars In use 
?. Au>din1997.was 83 mflBon (these include cars that 

or assembled in Poland). 
.ite,c«r maricetgrewby 5.6 percent over 
of the change can-fee dis- 
% jnejttfeed that between. 1990-97, the ntxm- 

’ sfea- of*cflrS iTro f!ased by 3J27 mflEon. And ear sales con- 

gwinntnr yAhtes market. Ip 1997tlrey 
jfer byrir-83 percenfoEaM registered vehicles in 
fl^^o^rtryf OC^als' statistics show that there are new 
f^^;raicp'P^; I060 r i^sidCTfe; bat in 1994, the figure was, 
pl|^^lj iosarM^ wBfajb show's that people are becoming 




it: *crf!r.c'j o- . -/Hr-it 1 •ic Vbc-iwrs hfii; 

r tourists 


» % 


TOURISM IS.a major contr&f; 
utor to the gross national prod- ; 
nets for many.countries in the:" 
world- Indeed for stales like-- 
Cyprus, Txmisia and die Baha- ■ 
mas, -cImb tourist industry is not 
only a thriving basin^ baf'is V 
vitto to the«conc^..» [ - 

Poland is no exccpticm- Dne; - 
to her geographical locarionJn .' 
Europe, its rich traraiiC andf; 
architectural heritage, fee'toaF 
1st industry is a booming ccc, - 
and a major contributor to the., 
economy. The.; COTntry's' 
income, from '. internatjocai \ 
tourism was $8.7 billion in..' 
1997, a 3.6 percent increase' 
over 1996. Its location— 
Russia, Belarus and Ukraine to : 
the east, Czech and Slovak 
Rqniblics >to~ thie !south .and: 
Germany'to .the west-^-makes 
the country ideal, for cross; 
border visits. Ptesident-of the 
Office of Culture- and Tourism, 
Stanislav, Stefan. Paszczyk, 
was quoted.as saying that 4^ 
million foreigneis arrive in 
Poland every , year. Other sta¬ 
tistics show that the Polish - 
border was mossed 271 mil- ' 
lion times in 1997,175 million 
times by foreigners. 

fri addition to this, about 84 ' 
perceot of die spending by Jor- ; 
eigners was expenditure by-' 
visitors from neighboring 
countries, especially . from 
Germany. ... 

In many ways,. Poland is ^ 
still cheaper compared with- ; • 
the; rest of Enrope. Its rich for-, 
r ain of mountains, crossed by . 
rivers and lakes, and its abuttr /- 
dam forests that account far 25 •_ 
percent of the -land, makes it :-, 
very attractive .to European 
visitors. This & increased by 
the faimlianty of culture... 

The land of Chopin and 
classical European music .is 
only matched by .ri>e aaciait 
homes bfiEutqpean hisimy r 

This is one strong factor, which 
is attracting additional tourists. 

However, it is clear,that the . 
roorist indnsfry in -Poland is 
enthosed by- the - cross-border 
movements. 

Spending per each foreign 
visitor in 1997 averaged.at 
$203; On the other hand, aver- .; 
ace dtoly spending by foreign- ' : 
S was $36. In -addinon' r to- 
this, there, .is strong evidence 
of an increase in one-day 
trips. 

Foreigners on .one-day .tnpSv 
mainly small traders or on 
Shopping trips, spend on ' 
average$68. -. . * - 

Than is a great .deal of .. 
ooienfial for .further devetop- 
Jnent in PblamTs tourism 


/. ; \ • _lV • . .... 
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ous two years. 

The magnitude 
of this can be 
seen in the fact 
ibai in compa¬ 
nies employing 
more than five 
people, industrial 
sales increased 
by 11.2 percent- 
compared with 9 
percent in 1996. 

However, the 
total output of 
manufacturing 
industry 

increased by 13 J 
percent. ' SdD 
higher was the 
16 percent 
increase in the 
production of 
investment 
goods. 

This was [ 
reflected in the 
foreign trade fig- i 
ures, but even 
here there was an 
odd anomaly. 

Although exports 
increased by 14 
percent in the 
second half of 1997, the imports 
also increased. In 1995/96, it 
was 30 percent, bur stabilized to 
23 percent in the second half of 
1997. 

Experts have since said that 
the increase was a mere reflec¬ 
tion of the structural changes to 
the Polish economy, and it was 
differences in supply and 
de man d that accounted for the 
increased imports. Exports were 
haring quite a job in keeping up 
with imports. This is precisely 
because of the changes in life¬ 
style of the Polish consumer, 
arid the feel good factor. With 
less stringency, higher wages 
•' 1 and 1 ‘more ^consume/- choice; the 
*'• ’TetV good facto?" has Started to 
set in. In normal circumstances, 
higher imports would alarm 
economists because it means 
higher spending, and that would 
spiral inflation. 

However, in the new transi¬ 
tional model, the Polish econ¬ 
omy became pegged by two 
stabilizing factors. Firstly, in 
1997 unemployment fell by 
534,000, which was the steep¬ 
est for the whole of the transi¬ 
tional period. It remained at 
1,826,000—a rate of 10.6 per¬ 



cent of the Polish labor force. ; 

Unemployment steadily crept I 

up from'1991 to reach just 
under 3 million in 1994. Since 
then, it gradually went down. 

This shows that the econ¬ 
omy is more flexible than it 
ever was, and something that 
is due to the success of the pri¬ 
vatization process. The unem¬ 
ployment rate this year is 
expected to dip into single 
figures. 

The other stability factor in 
the economy is the level of 
inflation. Poland has been con¬ 
sistent in that regard. Its infla¬ 
tion rate today is put al just 
■nder 10 percent. 1 Wbile this i$ .. 
still a high figure that needs to 
be trimmed down, the infla¬ 
tion rate was 37.6 percent in 
1993. It fell to 18 5 percent in 

1996. The steadily decreasing 
inflation figure means that the 
government is being success- 
fill in balancing its economic 
strategies—pursuing a free- 
market policy while streamlin¬ 
ing the economy, and cutting 
the fat out of non-profitable 
economy. It was this process 
that allowed wages to rise in 

1997. B 


Poland in 
figures 


Land area: 312680{Sq 
km) 

Arable land ( %of total 

area: 60 

Population ( million): 
38.7 

Rural population . ■ 
(%age):38 
Employment 1996 (in 
milUoujr 15.8 
Sectoral employment in 
1996 (% age of total): 
Agriculture, 28 . ;.. 
Industry (fncL 
construction), 29 
Services, 43 ' 
Parliament: 

Bicameral system 
Sejm (Lower House): 
460) ; 

Senate (. Upper House: 
100 

Political parties? 5 
Production: 

GDP (billion zlotys): ' 
445 

GDP per capita: 3,512 
Currency: zloty 


Thumbs up from 
world forecasters 


Ajf example Poland’s architectural heritage 


industry. iMr Paszczyk says 
that his office is aiming to up¬ 
market ■ the 1 services for for¬ 
eign tourists^ These include 
water -■ sports,-*- hitch-hiking, - 
horse-riding', -gliding, cycling, 
skiing, hunting, camping and. 
caravaning; r ; 

- The ..president adds that;.. 
‘'Poland has. a* long history Qf . 
active tourism, 
excursions for example,, which 
allows you to visit interesting 
places, .whilst strengthening 
and enriching . toe human ' 

body." 


Health tourism will also be 


a center of focus, “Poland has 
..been known for years as toe 
country of hestfto resorts. We 
have 40 .health resorts, as well- 
. as a number of-climatic health 
resorts, 17 Mr Paszczyk says.. 

. t*Oiir -rBsorts are under spe- 
rial ecological protection. 
Polish resorts most meet home 
and foreign .regulations,, and 
■' .are equipped with all types of 
'facilities, .like pbysiotbera^ 
min eral water drinking fact 
ties/'-clinics, spas and spa 
. parks/** • 


A view-of the old town of Warsaw 


SHE IS now being described as 
an Eastern European Tiger. 
Internationa] institutions and 
market analysts are giving her 
the thumbs up, both for its eco¬ 
nomic performance and politi¬ 
cal liberalism. 

Poland has 
come a long 
way since it 
started on the 
road to eco¬ 
nomic transfor¬ 
mation in 1992. 

The World 
Bank, the I 
ERBD and the 
OECD are all 

highly 

impressed with 
the perfor¬ 
mance of the 
Polish econ¬ 
omy, especially 
over the last 
few years. They 
stress that 
Poland is a 
unique Central 
and Eastern 
European coun¬ 
try, (hat has 
recorded steady 
growth rates. 

Such views are 
based on favor¬ 
able assess¬ 
ments, given by 
inte rn ational 

rating agencies 
such as the 
Moody‘s Inves¬ 
tors Service. 

In one of 

their reports, they state that, 
“As a trading partner and a 
country for further invest¬ 
ments, Poland has a very good 
geographical location due to 
her Eastern and Western 
neighbors.*’ 

Moody's, which is a 
renowned agency that evalu¬ 
ates the credit credibility of dif¬ 
ferent countries for investors. 


stales that unlike in other coun¬ 
tries of the region, the privati¬ 
zation process was proceeded 
by well thought-out plans to 
improve toe economic buoy¬ 
ancy of firms in toe country. 

Work effectiveness, profita¬ 



ble investments and toe imple¬ 
mentation of market-oriented 
projects in toe management 
systems of state companies 
were the hallmarks underlying 
toe privatization process. 

the credit agency further 
points oat that toe Polish pri¬ 
vatization program is the most 
creative and novel, that has 
been pursued in toe whole of 


Central and Eastern Europe. 
Moody states that this is 
because the Polish model 
unites western experience in 
management and the knowl¬ 
edge of local firms. 

This means the focus on 
ownership, super¬ 
vision, profitability 
and a keen eye on 
restructuring. 

The OECD is 
equally pleased. It 
positively assessed 
toe national 
income growth per 
citizen, toe reform 
of the pension sys¬ 
tem and toe 
increase in invest¬ 
ments. Today, 
Poland, which has 
an annual per cap¬ 
ita income of 
$5010, ranks 
eighth among 25 
countries in that 
region, according 
to toe World Bank. 

The positive 
economic develop¬ 
ments are due to 
(he political stabil¬ 
ity, toe decrease in 
fiscal burdens, and 
the privatization 
process which 
have been judi¬ 
ciously followed 
over the last seven 
years. 

The World Bank 
says that Poland 
will continue to experience the 
biggest growth rates— 

averaging 6 percent—m East¬ 
ern Europe. 

This will signal further falls 
in inflation, unemployment and 
an increase in productivity. 
International experts argue that 
this is good news for Poland, 
as it prepares to join the Euro¬ 
pean Union and toe NATO. ■ 
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Jordanian Society, Living 
Conditions in the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan, edited 
by Jon Hanssen-Bauer, Jon 
Pedersen and Age A. Tih- 
ness. Oslo, Fafo Institute for 
Applied Social Science. 1988. 

Reviewed by 
a Star Staff Writer 

ONE OF toe elements for 
measuring the progress of 
any society is its statistics: 
Fresh and up-to-date statis¬ 
tics are crucial for planning, 
and laying down well- 
thought "out strategies. In 
this respect, the latest book 
provides detailed statistics of 
living conditions in Jordan. 

The book is the result of a 
Norwegian-Jordanian cooper¬ 
ation that began in 1992. but 
bore fruition in 1996 when a 
concrete project started to be 
implemented in that year. 
The Fafo Institute for 
Applied Social Science in 
Norway and the Department 
of Statistics in Jordan were 
responsible for what was to 
prove on extensive study 
which many experts and sta¬ 
tisticians took part in. 

Throughout its 11 chapters, 
the reader is provided with 
extensive research and statis¬ 
tical data on Jordanian soci¬ 
ety through what the authors 
call the Jordan Living Condi¬ 
tions Survey, the name of the 
project that was carried out 
jointly by the two institutes. 

First, the population of Jor¬ 
dan is broken down accord¬ 
ing to the age-sex structure, 
fertility and mortality. This is 


coupled with the dwelling 
and brief geographical out¬ 
line of the neighborhood that 
are taking part in the survey. 
This is essential to give an 
insight into Jordanian 
society. 

This is followed by chap¬ 
ters on education, health ser¬ 
vices, household income and 
wealth as well as work and 
working conditions. These 
blanket terms are examined 
in depth, providing the inter¬ 
ested leader with a wealth of 
statistical data on the nature 
of society. 

In the case of education for 
example, it is shown that the 
rate of illiteracy has fallen to 
a mere 14 percent of the pop¬ 
ulation as a whole and that 
school is within walking dis¬ 
tance for SO percent of the 
household. However, the 
researchers have also shown 
the existence of some form of 
inequality. They point out 
that "functional literacy is 
still relatively low for adult 
women in rural areas, even 
among women in their 20s 
and 30s. 

The health situation is also 
brought under the micro¬ 
scope. While many in the 
survey said that the health 
situation is good, others said 
that it is bad and that it 
should be improved. Again, 
health is poorer in urban 
areas and refugee camps. 

The survey also t alks about 
smokers, depression and anx¬ 
iety, illness and injury as 
well as the frequency of vis¬ 
its by people to government 
hospitals and clinics. 


Again, detailed statistics 
are produced on household 
income. ■ The researchers 
found that 60 percent of Che 
households report employ¬ 
ment to be the most impor¬ 
tant source of income, and 
another 10 percent say it is 
the second most important 
source. The study also talks 
about wage-employment, 
self-employment, transfer of 
income and income mobility. 

The later chapters of the 
book are; more ‘attitude- 
based' ones, since they stress 
the concept of a social net¬ 
work, kins and kinship,.the. 
importance of the clan and 
village institutions, and the 
help support groups provided 
between family and friends. 

This is followed by another 
interesting chapter on atti¬ 
tudes in public life, and the 
perception when voting in 
local and national elections. 
The survey for example 
showed that 60 percent of 
Jordanians above the age of 
20 have . never voted in 
municipal and general elec¬ 
tions. A section, of this chap¬ 
ter also examines the differ¬ 
ent attitudes towards the 
various western influences. 

The book is packed with 
data, and statistical charts 
and graphs, chat are invalu¬ 
able for the researcher, the 
sociologist and the general 
reader, who wants to see 
what can be called a society 
in transition. There are also 
two appendices, as well as an 
extensive bibliography at the 
end of the book. ■- 


Fayed 


An Egyptian tycoon in London 


Fayed: the unathorized biog¬ 
raphy. by Tom Bower, Mac¬ 
millan. £ 18.99. 496 pages 

Mohamed Fayed presents an 
irresistible challenge to a biog¬ 
rapher. The task of Ending the 
facts among the many fictions 
of the Hotrods chairman’s life 
must have been doubly tempt¬ 
ing to Tom Bower, who con¬ 
ducted a similar investigation 
into the Egyptian's arch neme¬ 
sis, Tiny Rowland. 

Bower does not explain 
why he turned down an offer 
from Fayed to write an author¬ 
ised account of his life, but the 


| The making of \ 
an Egyptian 
Arab ! 
Nationalist I 

i i 

> The Making of an Egyp- j 
turn Arab Nationalist, < 
The Early Years of \ 

■ Azzam Pasha. 1893- ; 

■ 1936, by Ralph M. j 

; Coury, Reading, Ithaca ; 
i Press. j 

• THIS RICHLY textured j 
; study of the early years of ! 
, Abd AJ Rahman Azzam. j 
. the first Secretary- 1 
; Genera] of the Arab ■ 
1 League, addresses persist- i 
; ing questions about the i 

• development of Arab J 
nationalism in Egypt. It 

i focuses upon Azzam’s j 
student activism in Egypt ! 

■ and Europe, his ponicipa- ; 
tion in the Libyan resis- i 

. ranee to Italy before and ] 
. after World War 1 and his 
i pioneering advocacy of [ 
Egyptian Arab national¬ 
ism between the two '■ 
world wars. Dr Coury j 
rejects the idea, so promi- j 
nent in Western scholar¬ 
ship, that Egyptian Arab 
nationalism represented -i 
the reassertion of a ! 
repressed Arab/Isiamic ; 
identity that spumed | 
Western liberalism and 
nationalism. This nation¬ 
alism was developed by i 
thinkers and activists of I 
varied orientations, who. ; 
for the most pan. j 
, reflected the perspectives ( 
< of middle and upper-class j 
social strain confronting ■ 
i new socio-economic and 
political realities. Increas- 1 
rngly aware of Egyptian 1 
opportunities and respon- ! 
abilities within the Arab ; 
World, these nationalists i 
' sought lo evolve a strut- • 

• egy for development , 

; while containing revolu- : 

, denary impulses. 

Dr Coury is Associate • 

• Professor of History at 

. Fairfield University, ! 

. USA. He gained his Ph.D | 

' at Princeton University in ; 

1 1984 and has written and ; 
lectured extensively on j 
Middle and Near Eastern j 
politics and history.* ; 


reason is easy to surmise. The 
69-year-old’s story is one of 
seemingly impossible contra¬ 
dictions: he is a briber of poli¬ 
ticians who led a crusade to 
clean up British political life; a 
social climber desperate for a 
British passport who has spent 
years railing against ‘the 
establishment": a tycoon 

whose business history is lit¬ 
tered with failed investments 
and large debts. 

Bower is not the first to tell 
the story of the street hawker 
who wooed businessmen and 
politicians with the story that 
he came from a grand Alexan¬ 
drian dynasty, and out¬ 
manoeuvred the wily Rowland 
to purchase the trophy depart¬ 
ment stores group. House of 
Fraser. Rowland, who devoted 
15 years and an estimated 
£20m to unearthing Fayed’s 
background, must take that 
credit, although the documents 
which the Lonrho boss circu¬ 
lated were as notable for their 
false propaganda as they were 
for their revelations. 

Few 19th-century novelists 
could have conceived anything 
quite like the rwo tycoons, 
locked in dirty combat for 15 
years, each convinced he could 
outwit the other. The passion 
of their vendetta drives much 
of Bower’s book, and explains 
why its other characters seem 
colourless. Even Fayed's 
brothers. Ali and Salah. make 
only brief appearances, despite 
Ali's role in negotiating the 
House of Fraser takeover and 
Salah’s eccentricities, such as 


keeping horses on his seventh- 
floor balcony. 

It is reasonable to hope that 
a tycoon’s biography will 
enlighten as to how his fortune 
was made, but the book is irri¬ 
tatingly sketchy on aspects of 
the Fayeds' finances. 

Bower explains that the one¬ 
time sewing machine salesman 
rose on the shoulders of Adnan 
Khashosgi. a young Saudi 
whose opulent lifestyle Fayed 
envied and copied. He bought 
a small shipping agency, then 
went to Haiti, whose president. 
Papa Doc Duvalier, awarded 
him a lucrative contract to 
rebuild the harbour. Fayed’s 
hopes of matching the Kha- 
shoggi’s oil wealth in Haiti 
ended in farce when the tarry 
sample submined for analysis 
proved to be molasses, but he 
struck riches in Dubai, secur¬ 
ing a startling £1.5m commis¬ 
sion from Cosiain in 1967. 

The events of Fayed’s first 
38 years are skipped through 
in under 30 pages. A contract 
to build the Dubai Trade Cen¬ 
tre. from which Fayed earned 
£15m commission, is reported 
with no explanation of which 
strings he pulled to become 
such a valuable middleman. 
Although Bower says the 
Trade Centre and Fayed's sal¬ 
vage company in Dubai pro¬ 
vided the cash to offset House 
of Fraser’s losses, the Dubai- 
based businesses receive scant 
mention. Fayed found Dubai 
boring, says Bower, who 
appears to show the same lack 
of interest. Later, we read, 



Fayed 

Fayed persuaded the Saltan of 
Brunei to reverse his decision, 
told nothing of how he engi¬ 
neered the U-turn, which bol¬ 
stered his conviction that Brit¬ 
ain's politicians owed him 
something in return. 

Fayed will not be remem¬ 
bered for bis deals, however, 
and on other subjects Bower's 
account is memorable. Fol¬ 
lowers of the “cash for ques¬ 
tions" scandal, which was 
fuelled by Fayed's outrage 
that his bribes to Neil Hamil¬ 
ton and other MP’s had not 
won him acceptance or Brit¬ 
ish citizenship, will recognise 
much of the detail from Sir 
Gordon Downey's report into 
the affair, but the story of a 
squirming Conservative 
administration still makes for 


compelling reading. 

Bower is at his best in the 
accounts of life in Fayed's 
Park Lane apartments, his 
mansion iu Oxted and his 
.Scottish castle, which paint, ar^ 
•unflattering portrait ofaira^-" 
ful despot surrounded with 
compliant girls and body¬ 
guards. whose loyalty and ser¬ 
vices he secures with bricks of 
£50 notes. The armed guards. 
Bower contends, protect 
Fayed's vanity as much as his 
person. Their guns are used 
only when they need to ensure 
that every bird falls from the 
sky, however wayward 
Fayed's aim on his shooting 
excursions and, in one memor¬ 
able passage, for a botched 
night-time execution of a gin¬ 
ger cat which has fallen foul of 
their boss. 

Fayed's coarseness and his 
taste for exaggeration provide 
entertaining copy. We read of 
bemused bankers being pre¬ 
sented with sex toys, and 
infantile boasts, such as 
Fayed's claim to shoot 10,000 
stags a year on his estate when 
the tally at Balmoral was just 
200. There are also the farcical 
expressions of wealth, such as 
sending his Gulfstream jet 
back from Scotland to London 
because aides had forgotten to 
pack Fayed's supply of pista¬ 
chio nuts. 

Amid the humour are more 
sinister claims of sexual 
harassment, surveillance and 
apparent police participation in. 
vendettas against truculent 
staff. Hanods the centre of 


Fayed's empire is portrayed as 
a stage-set for Fayed's ambi¬ 
tions, tempers and whims. As 
his memorial. Bower writes 
drily. Fayed commissioned a 
,£22m escalat or rising -from 
Harrods' .•.Egyptian room, 
flanked by 36 pharaoh statues 
decorated with his own face. 

Bower has since suggested 
that the Princess of Wales 
would not have accepted 
Fayed's hospitality., fallen for 
his playboy son. or died in 
Paris had she read an account 
of Fayed’s life. The book ends 
with a detailed account of i 
Diana's brief relationship with 
Dodi Fayed, and its shocking 
end in a tunnel under Paris. 
Bower's uncomfortable remin¬ 
der of how the Fayed media 
machine kept spinning in die 
days following the fatal acci- . 
dent is followed by a weigh? 
prediction that Fayed himself 
is now heading for inevitable 
self-destruction. 

When Bower published hzs 
biography ‘of Tiny Rowland, 
his subject announced: “I very 
much regret that a boring and 
unrecognisable account of my 
life should;• have been pub¬ 
lished today, entitled A Rebel 
Tycoon. None of the interest¬ 
ing bits are in. I-know mphy 
people but not, thank God, the 
author.” If Bower is right 
about his latest subject. Fayed 
may find the account unrecog¬ 
nisable. Other readers will not 
find it boring.* 

Financial Times 
Syndication 


Damascus Gale, by Robert Stone. Picador 
£16319,500 pages. 

Reviewed by 

Richard Skinner 

Damascus Gate is a Curly standard thriller, 
dressed up as a novel of ideas. The setting is 
Jerusalem. Jerusalem is a city where every¬ 
one has an opinion. David Hare, in his play 
Via Dolorosa, says' that every day every resi¬ 
dent has enough arguments to last a Swede a 
year. Jerusalem is also a city which attracts 
the religiously disturbed. 

Tbe hero, Christopher Lucas, is conven¬ 
iently.half Jewish ami half Catholic. He has 
the added advantage of having been a “relig¬ 
ion major” in college. In other words, we are 
in for a lot of religious questing. The claims of 
this novel to be taken seriously stands on 
whether or not yon find the underlying 
theme, the desire to believe something, intelli¬ 
gible or convincing. 

Lucas is a freelance journalist han gin g 
around Jerusalem to write a book about 
religious belief and an article for Conde Nast 
about the Sinai, In many respects he is a typi¬ 
cal American realist hero, wounded, wised 
up, partial to short sentences. Inevitably, 
Stone brings his own rather 1960's road- 
novel sensibilities to the character: American 


heroes of Stone’s vintage often find drbak * 
useful end to a scene. Jn tfae momlng they 
wake with glamorous hangovers, no wiser but’ 
somehow more human. -. - - s U 

Jerusalem is a city of .fcafinltenumbers of^ 
competing sects. Every arch mid doorway , in' 
the Old City leads toanother. Jt isalsb acftf 
of the most stunning beauty. Stone’sjernsa-r 
lem, while painted in pointillist detail, never 
emerges into coherence. He ha? absolutely no 
ability to describe s fantiscape or a physical 
scene because he eschews imagery, ’-r 
It soon becomes apparent tbatXucas isfall- 
mg in with a group of religious nutters, ‘ all 
foreign, who are p lanning something dread* 
ful, to do with toe destruction of AlAcpaand 
the rebuilding of-the Temple. There is an 
unholy alliance between the religious right hr 
America and fundkmentalistjews going on, 

the Galilean Involved. At tini^ toe iioyel 
takes ofL The action Seems are. terrific, but 
tiie characters, who are burdenedvrftfc somef 
of tile mast xmreadable jhterior mbnotogneT 
have ever encountered, -never, do. As a dboe-' 
friend and loyer is dying Sonia—a uightchib 
singer and Sufi—is given these thoughts when 
her detiriots fever calls - heir “Kundry^ 
“What a surprise she thoughL How German 
was toe dnto beneath-toe $n£ skin, Thinking 
of herself as Kuridry made her’recall Lincoln 





iEVJC /J-'•r; 


' M Ear ASlL 



The Great 
War in 

scholarship 


The Pit, Of War. By NiaU Fergoson. Allea Lam, 
£18.99,640 pages 

THIS BOOK, timed for the SOth of’a 

Fust World Wm axuusuee widt masses 

young don in a hurry-«e >s a aevcf uv^e. 

of interesting figures, and he can certainly write. 

HoS^e“ his ambition to redraw the map ot tmiitarv 
scholarship is unconvincing. Many of ^ sal ™ 3, “ 15 
true, find their range, but others obytously do not. spu - 

tering out in excessive generalizations or quesl.onablc 
inference. Sometimes the reader is left w on denng 
whether verbal facility is being used to cover' ai retreat 
from some revisionist push, which the author realizes 
too late cannot quite hold its ground. 

Ferguson's publisher claims grandly that he 
“explodes the myths of 1914-18.” This is not what he 
achieves. The word “myth” is too often used to 
' describe opposing redoubts which are no longer 
strongly held. For example, Ferguson is not the only 
historian to reject-the old presumption that Germany in 
1914 was an implacable aggressor, determined on a 
' war of aggrandizement, or to question the simple patri¬ 
otic view-of Britain's involvement. 

He makes a convincing case that Germany 
approached the war. in pait at least, with a sense of 
trepidation and weakness. After all, its naval tonnage 
was only half that of Britain in 1914. It could field 
some two million men under arms compared with. 5.7 
mill ion for the entente, including Russia. Even with . 
Austria-Hungary, the central powers were heavily out¬ 
numbered and much poorer in terms of combined 
national income. These and other comparisons are well 
.assembled, but tbe idea that Germany was- reluctant to 
mobilize is far from revolutionary. John Keegan 
explains this and the complex negotiations which pre- 
ceded hostilities with magisterial clarity in his recent 
book. The First World War. 

Ferguson's, claim that Britain was maneuvered 
unnecessarily into the war by the anti-German preju¬ 
dices and duplicity of Sir Edward Grey, die foreign 
secretary, is more controversial. Without doubt, Britain 
conld have handled diplomatic relations with Germany 
much better, but so could all the continental - powers.'It- 
• is possible that' Britain might have held , off long 
enough for Germany to defeat France. Who knows? ■' 
Then, Ferguson suggests, a . German victory might havt 
ushered in a kind of European Union decades before its 
time. Who can possibly know? Such speculations are 
endless. ' ’ . _ c : ’ 

Ferguson implies—more by an argumentative, tpne 
than by specific claims—that his historical analysis 
gives him a special insight into what migbtfcave been, 
and vice versa, if only people had been. difCeienL This 
can be an irritating gloss .on otherwise interesting anal¬ 
ysis. For example, in a later chapter he. says that 
Keynes was over-influenced by German claims that 
they could not afford reparations. Ferguson believes, 
that the : Genna K ff c ott^,-yeasonah]y afford -to pay- up, 
that reparation^ww^g^toe mait^ cause of the col ¬ 
lapse into hyperinflation in 1922-23, and that- KeynesV - 
strident warnings .against, excessive reparations some¬ 
how made the sitnation worse. ^ ; . 

It is hme Keynes believed ihat, after tbe devastation. 
of than mass unenretoyment,.bnt this, does, not mean be 
was to blame for the ‘ descent tuTo hyper-inflation, 
which be deplored. Ferguson does not accuse him of 
this, but manages to imply"that Keynes's influence was 
. malign. After reading the_chaprer twice. I still was not 
sure why. The plain facr is that Keynes's predictions 
dbout die effect oFextiessiVe reparations came devas- 
tatingly 'tx^. T^ Wcimar ^goverument might have 
manflgcd to combmesotmd finance and full payment of 
the war debts,, bat who'know^wbht this might have led 
to. A commonist- revolution perhaps? The game of 
counter-factual history can be playedmany ways. 

- Ferguiton^ .styfe can be irritating on 

. lesser matters. For example, he starts the book with a 
barrage , of quotes from pre-1914 popular fiction, 
designed;to show that Britain was hot overwhelmed by 
a culture' of tmti^Gerihan militarism. After he had 
thrown everything he had got ar the question, I felt 
-vaguely under-convinced, perhaps because be falsely 
attributes a quote from Ersltihe Childers' famous book. 
The Riddle of the Sands. He makes Camithers, the 
gilded youth from the foreign office, say something ' 

. quite out of character about empires, and thereby 
misses a vital twist of irony. - 
Then later, he betrays an extraordinarily superficial 
understanding of the poets of 1914-18 when he 
explains- that they were not as anti-war as is often 
thought. He shows in particular a vulgar insensitivity 
towards Wilfred Owen, having counted that only 31 of 
his 103 poems were “anti-war.” This U silly enough. . 
To imply that Siegfried Sassoon's famous denunciation, 
of the war was The product of a disordered mind shows . 
either ignorance of the facts or wilful distortion. Sas¬ 
soon knew exactly what he was saying and was pre- 
pared ro risk death for mutiny. Nor, as Ferguson slyly • 
suggests, did Owen's return to the front indicate that 
he felt any less moral outrage against the war. His let- 1 
tma are quite explicit; he went back to share the burden 
of the soldiers and to bear witness as a poet to the hor¬ 
ror and futility of their, suffering. 

The suspicion that Ferguson is being slick rather 
than sloppy on this subject casts doubt on other parts ; 
of the book, where he displays a more impressive •?' 
armoury of research and figures. What, for example.- is •’ 
one to make of his calculation that the cost to the '' 
entente powers was S36,485.48 for each soldier of the * 
central powers killed. Ignoring the pseudo-precision, '* 1 
tins means the entente’s cost per death was roughly 
three times that on the other side. So the Germans were ;; 

e “ clent T> at killing? It seems so, but the figures- - .V 
mclode huge Russian losses. Even when the statistics --ri 
arc focuseq on toe western front in 1916, it is not clear ^ 
to wharektent they show German superiority. Clearly;''^ 
the British offensives, then were very costly in men and '-v 

SS3S"it"' U,aL So WM “* g™"®” Spring :: 

■' Pethsqis Ihave been too hard on this book. J>aris of It 
ZhOit, CXC *? fen i’ toought, if only about- > 

W S y 11 m ^ t wrong ’ 11 have been 

M l scn “ of ““ys- with the cbaUeng- ’ 
for cha P ler . headings, such as ~Why men „:- 
■iJlSrt. T i 1S ° ae S£ n * aiIied l Qls of interesting stuff ■’ 
£2i2f ? fbe “ S toUyn ran away or sin- " 

of ticoh °l to sustain the : 
2?? P - ^ Even so, the thesis, seemed more clever-.^ 

he claims that toe"‘i 

men wCTe exciung. Ferguson ? s analytic approach does 
not quite, catch toe swirl of gut-wrenchine - 
agamst pnde comradeship. fataLm and to/impera- ^ 

Owen s poetry, seemed suddenly a finer son of ^th.l| : 
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from maven 
cooking 



-. By Sylvia Carter 

NEW YORK—-Paula Wotfen's newest 
. book. "Mediterranean Crains and 
Greens, bristles with • bookmarks that 

flag recipes I want to tzy: Turkish griddle 
bread stuffed with green ■ garlic; • Cretan 
“scarf” pies with wild greens; s aut e ed 

- black Tuscan kale with garlicky white 
beans, and an Egyptian “Alexandria 
Quartet” of; rice, brown lentils, pan 
crisped pasta, and browned onions. 

Years ago, wben 1 wanted to lejira bow. 
to make Moroccan food, with its deep, 

■ exotic flavors, I became a di sciple of 
Wolfert’s book, " Couscous and. Other 
Good Food From Morocco Nobody 
has written with more authority attdpas- 

- sion about that kind of food, though the' 
' book was published 25 years ago. 

In the latest book (.$27.50, HarperCoi- 
lins), Wolfert said. “1 put in everything 
that was full, of wonderment to me.” 
Because tins book covers the Mediterra¬ 
nean, not just one country, *T can pick 
and choose” recipes, die said over break¬ 
fast in Manhattan. Her approach in' the 
book “can be quirky.” . • 

Wolfert, who travels from her home in 
California to remote places in search of 
grass-roots cooking, said there, are sozne 
recipes in the book that “nobody has ever 
explained,” such as bow to roll your own. 
couscous out of semolina grain. 

If Wolfert had not.documented die 
custom of “apron greens,” gathered in 
apron pockets that have three compart¬ 
ments, would we know of it? The pock¬ 
ets are for “sweet” greens, “bitter”grcens 
and, perhaps, wfld mushnwms. 

Wolfert’s enthusiasm inspires. It is 
tempting to sew such an apron and set 
out to forage for greens. Realistically, 
however, commonly' available greens 
such as watercress, Swiss chan t and mes- 
clun mix, available prepackaged in some 


. sigjennarkets, may be substituted if you 
■can’t find mallow or com poppy. (The 
book includes an excellent glossary on 

■ _ unusual greens and. many mail-order 
‘.sources.) 

Her research does dm always pan out. 
and she writes about tint, too. Id an 
open-air restaurant along the Turkish 
Black Sea coast in die town of Giresnn, 
Wolfert discovered “a com bread unlike 
any I’d ever eaten in my life ” To make 
it, very milky com is toasted and dried 
for /eight boars, to ready the grain to 
■ accept enough water for dough. Wolfert 
- tried making the bread with farmers* 
market com, then with toasted, dried 
corn, and" finally with Mexican dried 

■ com called “cfaacales” or “chi cos.” “I 
: ; feel bad,” she writes, “for failing to 

reproduce tbe best com bread I ever ate.” 

Oh, well, there’s always another Black 
Sea recipe-foe. one for cormneal wafers 
baked on coQard greens, say. 

And there are simple yet delicious- 
sounding ideas such as “foe best way I 
know” to prepare onions, “learned from 

■ an Israeli Arab.” Diced onions are 

■ cooked with* a little water and ofl in a 
covered ridtiet untO limp;, then tbe skillet 
is transferred, uncovered, to a medium 
oven, to codk for three hours with occa¬ 
sional stirring until foe onion turns red¬ 
dish brown. At foe bid, recoop the ml by 
tilting die pan and shoving the onions up 
away from the oil with a slotted spoon. 
The oil goes toward tbe heat and the 
onions absorbfar less that way. 

On foe other hand, camarali rice, best 
'for risotto, likely is not available in your 
. neighborhood supermarket. Wolfert is 
mindf ul of the feet that nutil-ardering 
/ uniusual ingredients is not for everyone. 
“An adventure costs,” she said. 

. After breakfast, we repaired to Kalus- 
tyan, a splendid source of all manner of 
ingredients for Midrib Eastern and Medi¬ 


terranean cooking. 

There. I fell under Wolfert’s spell and 
bought a set of sieves she thought would 
be ideal for rolling couscous. I spotted 
“gobindovog,” “foe world's smallest 
rice,” before she did. Would tbe shop¬ 
keepers, who know her well and even 
offered us tea. have shown me the best- 
quality banian saffron <S55 an ounce) 
had I not been with such a personage? 

Such rice and nidi saffron is hard to 
find. Yet the Wolfert makes are 

earthy and satisfying, not pretentious. In 
fact, Wolfert pokes fim at “gastro pom” 
in which “tbe acidity of this is balanced 
by the sweetness of that.” 

In her book, she mentions health and 
nutrition just once, reporting that Dr 
Seige Renaud of “French paradox” fame 
believes that tbe wild greens eaten by 
Cretan snails may be what makes them 
so rich in healthfol omega-3 fatty acids. 
To write of nutrition would be “a scold,” 
Wolfert said. She is a romantic, a food 
adventurer. (It is true that her blood level 
for triglycerides was 300 when she 
embarked on foe book, and h is now 87. 
It must have something to do with 
greens, grains and olive oil, ■ she 
surmises.) 

After Kalustyan, we stopped at the 
Union Square Greeumarket where Wol¬ 
fert showed me Sicilian squash tendrils. 

Eadier, Wolfert had said she continues 
a* Moroccan custom. “When I meet a 
woman,” she said, “I kiss her on both 
cheeks and touch my heart. That is the 
language of sisterhood.” At foe Green- 
market, we parted. Wolfert gave me a 
warm bug, kissed both cheeks and 
touched her heart Will 1 roll my own 
couscous? I might! 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 



A Savory dish of ‘dragged ’ greens with potato , garlic, peperoncino and rosemary 




Grab your ‘Dosa’ while it’s hot 


ty Barbara Hansen - ■ ?i - - • 

L •range, 

• ome pedple afarte pancakes^ 
3r Sunday brunch. Santa Sat 

-.. aonkar • serves “dosas.” • 
hey’re pancakes, south Indian 
tyle. Instead of butter; syrup 
»r fruit, dosas are'often accom- 
.ianied by coconut chutney and 
sambar,” a stewy . lentil and ; 
-egetabte mixture. They are- 
hin like crepes, but crisp and 
arge. Sometimes they . are - 

• illed with spiced potatoes. 

And instead of flour aid ; 
■ :ggs, the batter is-.based on 
Tuely ground rice and lentils. . 

Dosas must be eaten hot off 
ite griddle, so when Sal- 
gaonkar stages a.dosa brunch 
or her home ur Orange, south- : 
cast of Los Angeles, she myites 
only a handful of guests. 

Because good dosas are hard 
to find outside India, . Sal- 
gaookar’s invitations are 
prized. She has not only mas- 
toed tbe dosa but alSo has 
added touches of her own that . 
make it even more appealing.' 

For example, rather than foe 
usual plain coconut ch utne y, 
she has come up with a las- '/ 
cious pale green mixture that 
contains yogurt, cilantro, pea¬ 
nuts and three kinds of fried 
<iaJ” (lentils) in addition to 
coconut .“1 improvised it,” she 
says. 

Dosas originated in southern 
India but have spread to other.. 
parts of India, including Sal- 
gaonkar’s home city, 'Mumbai 
(Bombay). Salgaonkar learned . 
dosa fwfllring from her mother, 
Nisha Safoaye, an artist living ’ 
in Mumbai. Her mother’s spe- 



One of the pleasures of a dosa party is being surrounded by family and friends 


-dal touch is adding “modqg 
daT to the batter, which usu¬ 
ally includes just small pale 
ivory “nracf dal” and rice. The 
idea was to make foe dosas 
more nutritious. It also makes 
them delicious. ‘ 

On a recent Sunday, Close 
relatives and a few friends 
gather at foe Salgaonkar home 
to indulge in tins treat. As the 
first guests arrive, they snack 
on “efievda,” a spicy mixture 
thflf in India usually involves* 
crisp fried lentils and dough 
shreds made from chickpea 


flour. Salgaonkar 1 s Soathera 
California variation substitutes 
American cereals, Spanish pea¬ 
nuts and shoestring potatoes 
for die usual components. 

Brunch begins with an appe¬ 
tizer, meat-filled “samosas ” 
Here too, Salgaonkar’s creativ¬ 
ity comes into play. Instead of 
conventional samosa dough, 
she uses puff pastry, which foe 
forms into-triangles filled with 
spiced ground pork. After bak¬ 
ing these until crisp, she passes 
than to guests to eat wife date 
and 'tamarind chutney. “I call 


them samosas,” she says, “but 
they’re really pseudo- 
samosas.” 

Now Salgaonkar starts tbe 
dosas. She spoons a bit of bat¬ 
ter into a large nonstick skillet 
and swirls ft into an even circle 
with the back of (he spoon. In 
one sense, the procedure is the 
same as for making French 
crepes. 

“The first one is always a 
test,” Salgaonkar says, laugh¬ 
ing, as foe dosa batter cooks. 
Nevertheless, she produces a 
beautiful, perfectly round, thin 



dosa on the first try. 

Unlike pancakes, dosas are 
not flipped; they cook on one 
'■ride drily. As foe batter begins 
to firm. Salgaonkar sprinkles 
oil lightly around the edges. 
“I've tried making them with¬ 
out oil,” she explains, “but they 
get too dry." 

When a dosa is almost done, 
she spoons potato filling down 
the center and folds each side 
over the top. The potatoes are 
seasoned with turmeric, which 
turns them bright yellow, and 
.mixed with moong dal (mung 
beans), green chiles, cuny 
leaves and mustard seeds. 

Cooking dosas appears sim¬ 
ple, but a few tricks are 
involved. The dough must be 
swirled quickly and evenly 
before it sets to form a smooth 
circle. If not enough batter is 
added, tbe dosa will be ragged 
and unusable. 

Although dosas must be 
cooked just before serving, 
most of the work takes placfe in 
advance. Tbe lentils and rice 
are soaked separately over¬ 
night. Tbe next day, they arc 
ground with water and com¬ 
bined into a batter. Salgaonkar 
places tbe batter in a sunny 
window to ferment all day, then 
stores it in the refrigerator until 
foe next day. 

Salgaonkar’s mother sends 
her own blend of spices for tbe 
lentil accompaniment, “sam¬ 
bar.” Sambar masala, however, 
is available in Indian shops. 

While Salgaonkar cooks. 
Hindi film tunes play on the 
stereo, and her husband, Jag- 
dish, pours wine. This touch is 
strictly Californian. In India, 
the beverage choice might be 
tea, coffee, water or juice. 

With foe dosas. be poured 
first a Chardonnay from Cali¬ 
fornia, then an-Australian Sem- 
iUon-Chardonnay blend The 
fruitier Australian wine 
emerged as the better match, 
and Jagdish quickly dubbed it 
“special dosa wine.” 

After the dosas came dessert, 
yet another of Salgaonkar’s 
inventions: ice cream flavored 
with rose syrup, saffron, pista¬ 
chios and cardamom. And 
before departing, guests sipped 
cardamom-scented Indian 
“chaT (tea). 

The Salgaonkar run a busy 
household She is marketing 
manager for a health care com¬ 
pany, and be is an environmen¬ 
tal consulting engineer. Parents 
of two daughters, they entertain 
frequently and give dosa parties 
several times a year. 

When they were married 15 
years ago, Smita Salgaonkar 
did not know how to cook. 
“Absolutely zero.” says her 
husband proudly. That has cer¬ 
tainly changed Now he prefers 
not to go out to Indian restau¬ 
rants. As he puts it, “I just eat 
dosas here.”! 


Making a 
Dodge dart of 
a dish delicious 


■A'* 
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You cook the dosa on only on* side, then fin & 


SOME DISHES 
are Rolls-Royces, 
rich and elegant 
Some dishes are 
Maseratis, lean 
and fast and beg¬ 
ging for trouble. 

Stuffed zucchini is 
a Dodge Dart. 

Relentlessly 
unfashionable yet 
undeniably useful, 
stuffed zucchini is 
a dish that gets no 
respect from any¬ 
one except those 
with too many 
squash on their 
hands. But at this 
time of year, wbo 
doesn't fit that 
description? 

On vacation in 
Italy this summer, 

I ate at a farm¬ 
house restaurant 
the first night after 
the owner’s 
August break. Tbe 
appetizer? Stuffed 
zucchini. 

(Granted these 
were distinctly 
post-modem 
sniffed zucchini: 

■-thin slices 
what must 
have been a real 
monster, steamed 
and stuffed with 
goat cheese like a 
ravioli, then gra- 
tined with a little 
pecorino.) 

My first thought 
was this: “Where did they find 
zucchini this big?” Then 1 
remembered all those summers 
I’d come back from a week or 
two away to be greeted by a 
garden bountiful with what 
looked like green baseball bats. 
I guess it happens in Italy too. 

When it does, your options 
are limited. You can stick them 
in brown paper bags and sneak 
them onto your neighbor's 
porch. You can try to peddle 
them as the latest in self- 
defense technology. Or you 
can stuff them. 

What do you stuff them 
with? Well, what have you 
got? Stuffed vegetables are 
endlessly flexible and end¬ 
lessly forgiving. 

No matter what the filling, 
you wind up with something 
that not only tastes good but is 
comforting in a way that is 
unique to home cooking. It 
gives you the satisfaction of 
having fed people-and fed 



Stuffed Zucchini, a comforting bit of everyday magic 


them well- on little more than 
rejects and leftovers. 

Richard OIney, intimately 
familiar with making some¬ 
thing from nothing, pretty well 
sums it up in “Simple French 
Food” (Atheoeum, 1974;: 

“Recipes for stuffed vegeta¬ 
bles should’not be taken too 
seriously-at 

least insofar as the ingre¬ 
dients for foe fillings are con¬ 
cerned; vegetables may be 
stuffed with practically any¬ 
thing, and, if a bit of common 
sense is brought to the compo¬ 
sition. they cannot help being 
good. 

“Leftover roast, boiled or 
stewed meats or poultry often 
find their way, chopped, into 
these stuffings. Stock meats, 
although most of their good¬ 
ness has been drained from 
them, may be ground or finely 
chopped-revivified by a larger 
than usual dose of herbs and a 
pinch of cayenne, they always 


provide an absolutely respecta¬ 
ble base. 

“Something alliaceous 
always gives a spark of life; 
soaked, squeezed bread, pre¬ 
cooked rice, leftover mashed 
potatoes or chopped leftover 
pasta will lend lightness and 
consistency; egg is for binding 
and cheese both for sapid relief 
and textural coherence.” 

A little meat, a little cheese, 
some rice or bread to stretch it 
out certainly a little flesh from 
the vegetable that’s being 
stuffed, perhaps 

some egg to bind it Season 
it as you like-using common 
sense, of course. 

It’s foe culinaiy equivalent 
of pulling something out of 
thin air, of spinning gold from 
straw. After all, anyone can 
take perfect ingredients and 
turn them into dinner. Thai's 
no trick. The magic is making 
a Dodge Dan of a dish 
delicious.! 
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UNESCO celebrates world, 
event 

HER ROY AL Highness Princess Haya deputized for 
Her Majesty Queen.Noor during the International 
celebrations for UNESCO that, were held in the Ger¬ 
man city of Neus, Sunday. Accompanying Princes 
Haya were the Chief Chamberlain^ HRH Prince 
Raad Bin Zaid and HRH Princess Majada Raad. 
Representatives from 42 countries also attended the 
event, which was organized for women.® 

' Princess Haya f left), Mrs Suha Arafat, ( center) 
and the Special UNESCO Ambassador. ■ 



Zulfa At Sadi 


The legend 
contiunes 


By Kofi Attah 

Special to The Star 

-FIFTY YEARS on the road of hope and aspi¬ 
ration. yet the way remains unknown. Once a 
hopeful conqueror but more often the con¬ 
quered." This is the ringing poetic message the 
18 inspiring paintings by the late legendary Pal¬ 
estinian painter, presently hanging at Darat A1 
Funun seek to convey. If the whole exhibition 
were to be a book. 50 years after, Palestinians 
may still be reading only the first page. The 
exhibition of Zulfa A1 Sa'di (1910-1988)—in 
the blue house—is pan of the ‘Hommage to 
Jerusalem', a son of review of events in Jerusa¬ 
lem and Palestine over the past 50 years. 

A collection of paintings depict historical fig¬ 
ures. still life and everyday activities in Pales¬ 
tine. from the time of Sharif Hussein Bin Ali. 
—the great grandfather of His Majesty King 
Hussein—and includes portraits of King Faisal 
I of Syria, painted in 1918, and Omar AJ 
Mukhtar. the Libyan revolutionary. The 18 
paintings are some of the artist’s works that 
have been kept in mist with artist Ismail 
Shmmout. They are waiting the birth of the 
Palestinian museum of plastic art to be estab¬ 
lished in Jerusalem—the future capital of 
Palestine. 

Al Sa'di's works capture the sentiments of 
the moment, while at the same time lay the 
foundation for the future revolution in -both the 
arts and politics. One of the remarkable achieve¬ 
ments of her work is the emergence of the self 
conscious characteristics and values that served 


as the cornerstone for modem Palestinian art. 

Though the basic notions of art may have 
changed over the 50 years, you can still see 
them in her works. Fighting Zionism comes out 
glaringly in one piece of art 

Irrefutably, the fundamental ideology of her 
an forms the stepping stone for modem Pales¬ 
tinian arts. A variety of signs are fully identified 
among the present generation of Palestinian art¬ 
ists. Without destination, there will be no direc¬ 
tion. Zulfa has given both destination and direc¬ 
tion. with a well defined background. She was 
able to explore how art can be used as basis for 
a silent revolution and how a nation in search of 
its identity can be directed. 

In the exhibition. Zulfa's obsession of 
depicting revolutionary figures—who bad in 
one way or another altered the course of his¬ 
tory—is clearly evident. Her works touch on 
comprehensible subjects. One thing that is 
apparent to all visitors, is the traditional 
nature of Zulfa's paintings. Not only in glitter¬ 
ing hues, but with a masterly touch she 
recreates the art you will find in villages 
through out Palestine. 

One particular example is the piece entitled 
‘To the Village Market.’ She presented two 
Palestinian village boys carrying baskets of 
vegetables on their way to the market Incorpo¬ 
rating images and symbols from all periods of 
Palestinian history, she revealed the harmony 
-and happiness that can be obtained from an. In. 
’one painting there is a bunch of blossoming 
flowers representing peace, serenity and the 
gift of nature. 



ON 


In therinneffiLl, where paintings on still life 
are hung, nature appears more stylized. Her 
flowers, vegetables and fruits fully express the 



Buran Gallery: A gateway to contemporary Arab art 


THE BURAN Gallery for 
Fine Art aims to boost and 
promote all art in the Arab 
world. The gallery, which 
serves as u unique window 
through which the works of 
various Arab artists can be 
seen, was created in Novem¬ 
ber 1997 by a 40 year old 
dynamic Jordanian. Mr 
Ihsan George Bandak—a 
graduate of Illinois Univer¬ 
sity. USA. who holds a MA 
in Fine Arts. 

It‘s doors are open to all 
artists, both established and 
novice. With up to date facil¬ 
ities. the Buran Gallery of 
Fine Art has earned an excel¬ 
lent reputation regionally, 
and is a special repository 
for fine arts from the Middle 
East, especially from Iraq 
whose only window to the 
world is through Jordan. 

The permanent collection 
of the gallery includes works 
by well known and unknown 
Jordanian. Iraqi and other 
Arab artists, and represents 
the creation of arts from 
many different generations. 


comprising ceramics, photo¬ 
graphs. oils, watercolors. 
prints, sculptures, and silk- 
screens. 

Around 500 pieces can be 
seen at the moment: gathered 
from all over the region. It is 
a true gateway for unknown 
artists, who otherwise would 
not have had the opportunity 
to show their talents. This is 
especially so for Iraqi artists 
who are in many ways iso¬ 
lated from the rest of the Art 
world. 

Situated al a strategic and 
ever expanding corner of 
Swefiya (6ib circle), the gal¬ 
lery is accessible to both 
local and international art¬ 
ists, due to its location near 
10 Queen Alia airport. 

The gallery accommodates 
a new exhibition every 
month, and now houses an 
ever growing collection of 
art. The ground, first and 
second floors are used for the 
monthly exhibitions, whilst 
the 3rd floor serves as a 
classroom to teach art. At the 
moment, the class has ten 


students who are learning to 
draw. Plans are underway to 
upgrade the teaching facili¬ 
ties. and to increase the num¬ 
ber of students. 

From a humble beginning, 
the Buran Gallery for Fine 
An has become an important 
center of art, for Jordan and 
the Arab world. "We are sell¬ 
ing the image of Jordan 
abroad, so we insist on qual¬ 
ity always,” said Mr Bandak. 

The attitude of the gallery 
is depicted in it’s logo, 
which sees an art world, 
where both male and female 
artists share equality. The. 
logo has the face of a 
woman. The name Buran is 
derived from an old Persian 
and Arabic word meaning 
‘the pretty one.’ and was 
used in times gone past to 
describe a beautiful woman. 
Today, the Buran Gallery of 
Fine Art still stands up for 
rights of female artists, and 
is a shining example to all 
the world.! 
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textures of nature. This is seen clearly in tier 
work, depicting delicious grapes and apples 
beside some potted plants. Nature .and still life 
seemed to be very important to Zulfa, r bar. 
folkioric ait—bringing Palestinian cuhnral her- 
itage to the limelight—bad also a place in her 
heart. - • : 

■ Most of these pictures like ‘A Palestinian 
Cleric,’ *A Palestinian Old Man' and ‘A Pales¬ 
tinian Village’ suggest the notion of inspira¬ 
tion from heritage. The frequent, use of local 
Palestinian images confirmed her adlegtance-to 
folkioric art.. • - 

In the outer ball, you will find the paintings- 
of historical figures, which identifies her Pal- 
estinian origin. The collection banging aesthet- 
really, gives an insigbrof what happened in the -' 
Arab world a century ago. Any visitor with the 
potential to appreciate the artist’s work is eas¬ 
ily given the clue by the flamboyant colors. 

With the portraits of Sharif Hussein Bin'AS, 
King Faisal t Saladin. - E mp eror; Wilhelm II • 
and the pqet Ahmad Sbawqi. she clearly wants: 
her brush to portray ail the important personal¬ 
ities of her time. ' * "• ..’••• 

In a style that is both foQdoric and. revolu¬ 
tionary, Zulfa also touched on .Universal 
themes that combine spirituality’, -as demon¬ 
strated by her ‘Farthest Mosque* painting. She - 
felt that die mosque is tbe-foeart of every Pales¬ 
tinian, Arab and Muslim. It is a symbol of 
nobilily, spirituality, and mythology. ’. .' ' 

Ai the entrance to die halls is a copy of.an 
award she received in 1933 during the first 
National Arab Exhibition in . Jerusalem. The 
award was given to her by Halim Pasha, the 
grandfather of Snba Sboman. 

' “I am proud that my grandfaiber and people ' 
of the time recognized her' talent, as she was a.. 
great Palestinian artist.”; says MrsShoman, the 
director of Darat Al Funun. The exhibition will 
continues until 12 November.! ’ 


On Topi 

EVERY FRIDAY evening at nine o'clock, viewers can 
wa tc h one boor of ftin, excitement and big prizes. Ajl’thfei 
is presented in rhev'Towards the Top’ game show, hfKt& . 
by Rafe’ Shaheen on the JTV Arabic Channel- Towaafe 
the Top’ is' designed for the youths in our society, wift . 
special.attention to students in private universities. Most' 
of the contestants—who are supposed to be the pnde and . 
delight of (heir'families—tend to have a link too mud) 
fun, so much so, that they fail to answer most of the hosts’" 
questions. -; 

The idea of the program is good, as4t offers interesting 
information to die contestants and the.audience. Most of 
die questions are concerned with history, htenuurc and 
art, with special focus on the Arab world, it tidies u> back 
to the days of our great scientists, artists and linguists, and 
freshens the .information the contestants learn at school, 
especially regarding Arabic grammar!. • ’> 

The mature viewers would expect , these bright univer¬ 
sity students to answer these questions, as all of them - 
should know grammar having learnt i( af school. Yet sur¬ 
prise, surprise, they do rioi have a clue, and rcson to 
guess'u®. .’ ' 

How can we expect these students to be our hope for 
the furure, if they no so tittle about oiir past and heritage. 
For. a nation to have a success, it should know its past. 
This is something that is sadly missing in this day. and 
age. To be fair however, there are students on the show 
who are brigfnandinteliigent, but they are few compared 
to the raagraiy, wboareonly there for the fun. 

Young people should have fun arid not be burdened at 
sneh-ajoung age. but they should be taught to, hi least, 
have some responsibility and respect for the-lifestyle of 
other secKxs aT^odety, especially as Amman society is 
made up df different localitics and nationalities. Unfortu¬ 
nately, there arc ^questions in the program which' may 


. for example. '■ 

. r AH viewers arc familiar with the host. Mr Shahecn. 
from his program ^Ttonk arid WuT, bat they are not used 
- to the new image which pe is trying to project-—choosing 
' to be aditti&tQohurtwrWK and to keep up with the contest¬ 
ants, rather than the other way round.! 
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Exhibitions 

! An exhibition of master- 
wodcs by the Spanish Con- 
temporaiy Architecture 
continues until tomorrow 
(Friday) 6 November, at the 
Institute Cervantes. 

,_! .The Darat Al Funun, is 
{unready showing numer¬ 
ous artworks by the Pales¬ 
tinian artists, Kamal Botti- 
fato and the late Zulfa Al 
&’di ‘The exhibition, 
wbdi also features photos 

Palestinian- 
. American. photographer 
Saeed Nuseibah, will last 
untfl 12 November. ' 

■ A special two-day exhi¬ 
bition of candles win open 
at ihe Goethe Institut on 11 
November. The cxhibi , 
entitled ‘"Candles: They are 
ot unique merit.” will fea¬ 
ture the wax-made handi¬ 
crafts of Kareva Abu 
qjj^and Ghaith Abu 

! Also on 11 November, 


the Institute Cervantes wffl 
open a new exhibition of 
waiercolor paintings by the 
Jordanian female " artist 
Mukarram Haghondouqa, 
■ at 6 pm. About 30 of her 
of old houses and 
city venues will be shown 
on die exhibit and wiU con¬ 
tinue until 24 November. 

Concert 

■ The well known Spanish 
*2? B ^° na Oiavitfe 

cm^ t S rm r, rspecia,con - 

Abde^ H M Funun ’ 

SK, JJ ameed Shotnan. 

Llt2 ad, ^ ns of the Arab 
^ MP from 
*e Mudejar Music Group, 
ihe concert will take place 
on , 9 November, and is 
^eduled to begin at 7 pm. 


- Mtt ^ 

showing i 
The Wiz: 
Judy Ga 
Morgan, t 
Novembei 
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Amman cinemas 


• Philadelphia I (Tel: 4634149): The Island of Dr 
Moceau 

• Pte&ddpirifl H (Td;4634149): Queen Marge* 

• GaDerialCTd: 07933<BO): Saeedi At The 
American University vintAc) 

• Galleria H (Td: 079 33430): 6 Days 7 Nights 

• Plaza (Tel: 5699238): Saeedi At The American 
University fAwfej 

• Concord I (TeL* 5677420): Rasputin 

• Concord II (Tefc 5677420): Up Close & Personal 
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ENGLISH PROGRAMS 


> SATURDAY ^ 

L 3rf)0—Holy Koran 
L 3:10—Anlmaniacs {CartooaJ 
■ 3J0—Gowning Around 
IS 4:00—Neighbors (Drama) 

|§g 4J0—PeerPressnre<Doc.) . 
M 5:00—French Prog,. 
frj! 6:00—Wind at my back v 

[.£ 7:00—News in French • /, = . 

W 7;15—French Prog. 

7^0—News HeadEnes ^. : 

E 7J5—TVlnrphy Brown ;• - 
^ 8:00-^Sirens ’ _• : 

\ 9:15—ABC of Democracy 
10:00—News At Teii •; 

10 JO— Film: 

12:00—Twisted 

SUNDAY 
3:00—Holy Koran 
- 3:10-^Pink Panther (Cart). 
3:20—Pmnpkin Patch 
3:30—-The Adventures of the "• 
Black Stallion 
4HH>—Discover The wad 
Animals 
4 JO—Vid Kids 
5:00—NBA 

6:00—French Program 
7:00—News in French 
7:15—Jfirandi Programs. . 

7 JO—NewsHeadBnes 
7J5—The Brittas Empire 
8:00—French Program _ 

8:30 Renegade 
9:05—Fanning & Ecology 
9 JO—Behind the Scene 
10:00—News in RngHsh 
10J0—Veronica CLtf-e 

11 JO—Doogfe Bowser'. 

MONDAY 

3H)0—Holy Koran 

3:10—Batman (Cartoon) •" • ' ■ 

3 JO—The Genie from Down 
Under(Drama> . 

4:00—Neighbors (Drama) 

4 JO—Last Frontiers (Doc > — 

5:00—French Program 
6:00—-Wind At My Back ; 


0 t'J 




Tfus Lions Kingdom on Tuesday at SrfOpm. 


■ 7:00-^New£biFrench . 
7:15—French Program 
TJO^NewsHeadlines 
7J5—Parenthood 
8:00—Hie Internet Cafe 
8:30—Big Sky • •• • 

9.10—Encounter i 
10i00-—News at Ten 
1030—Veronica Clare ’•••- 

; TUESDAY 
3HHMHoly Koran 
3:10—-French Cartoon . 
330—Bananas ta Pyjamas 
'4r00—Life Choices (Doc.) 

4 J0-^nafl Talk 


5:00—The Lions Kingdom 
6:00—French Program - 
7:00—News in French 

7 J5 1 —French Program 
7JO—News HeadHnes 
735—Stepi by Step 

8:00—What Would Yon Do? 

8 JO—Drover’s Gold 
9riH>—Yon and Your Car 
930—Unart 
lOiOO-rNews At Ten 
1030—Lonesome Dove 
n^-rFilm: 

: WEDNESDAY 
-3:00—Holy Koran 


3:10—The Adventures of 
Teddy Rnxpin 
3 JO—Halfway Across Hie 
Galaxy & Turn Left 
4J0—Masters Of The Naze 

5:00—French Program 

6:15—Wind, At My Back 
7:00—News in Freqch 
7:15—French Program 

7 JO—News Headlines 
7:35—Two Point Children 
8rt)0—Envoy Special 

8 JO—Kan g -Fn 

9:10—Great Moments Of 
Science & Technology 
9J0—Faces & Places 
10:00—News at Ten 
10 JO—Chicago Hope 
12d)0—Bags (Drama) 

THURSDAY 
3:00—Holy Koran 
3:10—Superman (Cartoon) 

3 JO—SUders (Drama) 

4:00—life On The Dfgftal Edge 
5:00—French Program 
6:15—Sparks 
7:00—News in French 
7:15—French Prog. 

7 JO—News Headlines 

7 J5—Family Matters 

8:00—Great Romances of the 
20th Century 

8 JO—Dr Quinn Medi cine 
Woman (Drama) 

9:10—Oprah Winfrey 
10:00—News at Ten 
10 JO—FOil- 

12:00—The Boys (Comedy) 

FRIDAY 
3:00—Holy Koran 
3:10—Swiss Family Robinson 
3:30—Treasure Hunt 
4:00—French Film 
6:15—The Simpsons 
7:00—News in French 
7:15—Ifreoch Prog. 

7 JO—News HMiffiiwt 


7J5—Fresh Prince of Bel Air 
8:00—Cinema, Cinema 
8J0—Babylon 5 
9:10—Everyman 
10:00—News at Ten 
10J0—The X Files (Drama) 
11:10—The Halifax * 

PROGRAMMES 
EN FRAN AIS 
SAMEDI 

17:00—Fant pas rever 
19:00—Le journal 
19:15—Magazine 

L’aenf de Coiomb 

DIMANCHE 
18d)0—Bonneesphance 
19:00—Le Journal 
19:15—E=M6 

LUND! 

17:00—Thalassfi 
19:00—Le Journal 
19:15—Magaditf 

MARDI 

18:00—Les ccenrs brfiKs 
19J0—Le Journal 
19:15—Fractales 

MERCREDI 
17:00—UshuaSa 
19HN)—Le Journal 
19:15—E=M6 
20KK)—Envoyd special 

JEUDI 

16:00—L’fcole des fans 
19.-00—Le Journal 
19:15—Magazine 

L'tenf de Coiomb 

VENDREDf 
18:15—Fort Boyard 
19:00—Le journal 
19:15—AD6 la Terra 



R o e i; k t R r D F O s c 
K n : s t i n Scott T i: c v. a 

tj T HE,. , 
Wl 


mss 


Hour 

Whisperer 
•^-Dangerous Beauty 
iwiSBdir^ Doors 
» Snake Eyes 
•• There Is Something 
! 'About Mary 
w Blade 
'*■ Rounders 
» The Mask Of Zorro 
•rTfe Miahtv 


Programs are subject to change by JTV 



CROSSWORD PUZZLE 


HBSBBB HBBBHHilH 


ACROSS - 
1 Suddangtst 
5 Ertrancad 
9 Twofold 

13 Vtabal 

14 Cofombutf ? 
ttrthptacs 

15 Ftegaitfino 
H0 Chops 

19 Class 

20 Mooalot- 
. . ■ Manet" •' 

-21- Confronted 
22 Krstflngpai- 
lam':- •• 

■23 Greece, to • 


27 Batetstance 
28-dBOfnsa . 
SO Maidous - 

30 BeafiU 

34 Spte - ' 

37 Taka a paw- 
: der 

38 Gfbdp 

.39 NV^ouemoc 
- ■ once ‘ :• 

.40 Exceedfogly 


-41 Antm^iatoB 
42 Preoccupy 
’’ ihenflnd' •- 

45 Repubficaru- 

46 Odd nurrw - 

*. here 

47 Rereussion - 
retmme nt s 

52 CWs 

54 KUwatB 

55 "free primate 
of Asia 

56 BrafocWd .. 

57 Cddand 
- price end 

5a,Wjnt«rho»- 
'. day :. 

56 Sctfttysepot 

ootto : • 

. 1 Bbow 

2 Russian 
mountains 

3 Passenger 
- 4 Lose -. 


.5-Respond to- 
6 Bancroft or 


Boteyn. 

- 7 See) herd 

- 6 Tropical tree 

9 Soog 

10 *Wa» _Daric" 
. (Heptium 

an) : 

.11 Hit tha deck 
" 12 Gaw tem^ 
poiarlly'' 

T4 ; • • . 

Chromosom 
. e contents 
17 Mexican food 

.18 >hn 

22 Sowing 

. wttti rrtkand 
■ hone/ ■ 

23 iMolety 

24 MaWfc 

.25 Addiquorw 
26 Comparabfe 
'" to ' 

27Aicticadrni- 

■ 

29 DC7S Dea 
30rSet end' 


31 Simmer - 
down' • 

32 -Zenith 
33£outresuKs 
.35 Grade region 

36 After land 
and sea 

40 Gore, now.. 

41 Goes bank¬ 
rupt 

42 Noted 

. Scarlett 

43 Pipe type 

44 Some 

- Europeans 

45 Supernatural 
-• • • - creatue . • 

46 Become 

- irtendfer 

47 -Jung or 


48 Vessel - 

49 Fuss 

50 Zeu^son 

51 RBI-orCPT 
53. Pronoun 
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—THIS WEEK’S— 

HOROSCOPE 


■’ ' - By Linda Black 

Weekly Up: Anxiety levels could 
be bngji as (be moon transits Aries. Ifs 
in an awkwanl position to die sun in 
Scotpno, winch could lead to lively and 

21-Aprfl 19). Put in 
the extra effort to hold your temper. 
Although you're itching to tell the 
truth, you dout need to tdlitin angec 
That could do more harm ton good. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20). Panic 
may be caused by anotiier person’s 
-impatience. Be calm, but firm, espe¬ 
cially if your partner is advising you to 
wait 

.-Gemini (May 21-June 21). Don't 
let yourself get all stirred up over a 
work-related conflict. If you go ahead 
and let your partner know how you 
fed, that ought to be enough. 

Cancer (June 22-July 22). Antici¬ 
pate agitation from higher up and 
maybe even an outburst of bad temper 
Keep your head down, especially if 
controversial subjects-are being dis¬ 
cussed. 

- Leo (July 23-Ang, 22). Let a friend 
break through your crusty exterior aid 
give you a little information. You 
wDukbt have thought of-this odinarily, 
because you had your mind made up. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept 22). You're 
worried about money but don’t get into 
a panic. By nutring a method you 
aheaiy know mro effect, you'll be able 
to shut off a leak and protect your 
resources. 

: - Libra (Sept 23-Oct 23). A rather 
!• surprising confrontation could lead to a 
new friendship- A rule -you don't want 
to obey amid turn out to be'good for 
you. 

• Scorpio (Oct 24-Nov. 21). Put up 
pwhhmuritarimg co-worker, He or she. 
may have a couple of good points, so 
don't/throw those out with generaliza¬ 
tions. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). 
' Yoa'd rafher goof off than work. Use 
. .yonrrestl^ness to posh yourself to try 
something you’ve been thinking about. 

[ Capricorn- (Dec. 22-Jam. 19). 

' -You're still cleaning up the mess, hut 
-thafc OK. Make some changes you've 
;■ been thinking about while you're at it 
Atpnrins (Jan. 20-Feh. 18). Yot/re 
• espedaily intelljgent and that's good. 
YouHf need the extra brainpower and 
.quidc wit to outmaneirver a tough com¬ 
petitor. 

Pisces (Feh. 19-March 20). finan T 
j ciaJ worries spar you to study the 
l - isstles. Thert's somedung you can do 
■ to improve 1 your lot in life, but you 
won't get there by accident. 

If You're Having a Birthday This 
Weefc.Yburwoik takes precetfence 
Sas yean It’s hectic, Tat the experience 
iS invaluable, v 


Bridge^ 

Perfect IbamworR J '' ll *" 
By Omar Sharif and Thnnah Hirsch 


Sir - Ka, “ S3enc:«« usaeriKaBs 7f*5S£aj 
— ■ i--—^ wjJSh c-crare-.r^ijiEiiKisi ic£ i --T,i 

Jgr yrr-.Tg j 

o m I N c. r E;S may il 


Top 21 ) Origiiuil 

•“Titanic 

•■Amistad 

w Desperate Measure 
vln And Out 
;w Lost in Space 
* Seven Years In Tibet 
•“Jackal 
» Fallen 
•rThe Game 
«■ Austin Powers 


lgiUfk EMhisssy, Tel. 5930054 

from 12:00 — 9:30 


chaKUE 


East-West vulnerable. East deals. 
NORTH 
a AK9 8 3 
<?Q8 
0862 
+ AKQ 

WEST EAST 

♦ Q 4 *J75 

A9762 ^3 1103 

O Q 10 O K J 5 
+ 9 643 + 10852 

SOUTH 
♦ 10 62 
<3K54 
O A9 743 
+ J7 

The bidding: 

South West North 
Pass Pass Pass IS 
Pass 2S Pass 3S 
Pass 3NT Pass Pass 
Pass 

Opening lead: Six of 97 

Defense is a cooperative effort. 
East-West combined well to defeat a 
reasonable three no trump contract 
on this deal from a major national 
event. 

By partnership agreement. North's 
bid of three spades was invitational. 


describing a balanced hand of 18-19 
points and five spades. South chose 
well in electing to play three no 
trump rather than four spades. At the 
suit contract declarer had four sure 
losers virtually no matter what the 
defense did. 

West led a fourth-best heart 
against three no trump. Declarer 
played foe queen from dummy and 
East unblocked foe ten. Declarer had 
no safe way to get to hand to lead a 
spade toward dummy in an attempt 
to force West to win a spade trick, so 
the king of spades was led. Now 
West made sure of the contract's 
defeat by jettisoning the queen. 
Declarer could do no better than con¬ 
cede a spade trick to East, and foe 
jack of hearts through the king 
assured the defenders of five tricks 
— four beans and a spade. 

Observe that, bad East not played 
a heart honor at trick one, declarer 
could cover with foe king on the sec¬ 
ond round of hearts to block the suit 
And failure by West to jettison the 
queen of spades immediately would 
gne declarer the option of leading a 
low spade from dummy at trick lines 
to sneak home. 

O 1998, Media Services 



"...Gee, Lester, I never knew they had ‘wife 
shelters’!” 


Subscribe to 


The 





Unsmable these four wank, oat 
letter to each square, to Ann four 
onfinaq words. 



Words of 
Wisdom 


Star 


dorajm* poMDCWg oco notrac 
and cultural we e kl y 


Now MTMtge the circled letters te fora 
the s ur prise aoswee, as sug ested by 
the-abow cartoon. 


Answer: WITH! 


STUM AUVCI HUM 

—nnbiuipa sjq paAaahm Mswop ifouE stp daresay 

Aiavaa ouow Anna asino 3o*suv 


Kind thoughts are more 
valuable than material gifts 
because they cannot be pur¬ 
chased. . 

• • m 

Admitting that you don't 
know everything isn’t a 
weakness — it’s called 
telling the truth. 

Riding a tiger is exhilarat¬ 
ing, but the dismount is dan¬ 
gerous. 

morn 

The oldest flames seem to 

bum the longest 

• ■ • 

If you ever have a hard 
time putting up with others’ 
faults, think about how they 
manage to pul up with yours. 

Wbny never lessens 
tomorrow's sorrows, but it 
lessens otttD^asme in today. 
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SclaboUssUr 08 

Chauffards! 

N’hesitez pas a vous 
en aller sur les routes jor- 
daniennes, si vous voulez 
courir k votre ruine: up 
cnauTfard maniaque de vi- 
tesse pourrait bien vous en 
faire cadeau. Cela n'est 
pas une information 5 
faire circuler, c’est siraple- 
meut une realite du trafic 
en Jordanie. L’usage avec 
prudence de la voiture et 
le respect du code de la 
route sont deux qualitfc 
I fondamentales qui font de- 
\ faut a la majority des titu- 
i jaires d’un permis de con- 
| duire jordanien. Le 
i langage chiffre de 
j I'lnstitut jordanien de la 
I circulation t.UTi en est le 
! meilleur temoin. En 1997, 

! plus de 39.000 accidents 
{ ont provoque la mort de 
j cinq cents personnes et en 
ont bless&s 16.000 autres. 
i Et plus de 5% des acci- 
j dents sont dOs k une vi- 
j tesse excessive. Pire: les 
\ cnfants de moins de dix 
; ans representent la 
i tranche d'agc la plus tou- 
i chee. Ib sont cent dix a 
! avoir trouve la mort en 
I 1997. Cette annee, la situa- 
\ tion ne devrait guere 
j s'ameliorer: les chiffres 
j provisoircs de l’UT sont 
i accablants. Dej& 27.965 ac- 
i cidents. 329 morts et 450 
1 blesses sur les tauit pre- 
j miers mo is de F annee: une 
horreur. 

J La coupe est pleine. U ne 
faut guere qu*un jour pour 
que s’oublie rabomination 
d'un accident meurtrier et 
que la meme irresponsabi- 
litc ne recommence. Le 
pied reste au plancber, les 
voitures roulent totyours a 
tombeau ouvert. Mais la 
viiesse n'est pas seule en 
cause et les pietons ont 
aussi leur part de respon- 
sabilite. 11s reprochent aux 
outomobiiistes leur incon¬ 
science tout en ne prenant 
pas eux-meme les plus fle- 
roentaires jnesures de s£- 
curite. Eu 1997. selon 
l’UT, plus de 4% des acci¬ 
dents ont ete directement 
lids aux pietons qui traver- 
sent la chaussee sans utili- 
ser les passages qui leur 
sont reserves. Les enfants 
qui jouent dans la rue sont 
egalement les victimes pri- 
vilegiees des cbauITards: 

Fannee derniere, pres de 
jOOO accidents ont eu lieu 
entre 13b et 14h, l’heure 
de la sortie des ecoles. Plus 
que jamais, une vastc 
Operation de prevention et 
de responsabilisation est 
necessaire dans les ecoles 
car les campagnes 
d'informations en place 
Ambient totalement inope- 
fantes. Au hesoin, des me- 
sures drastiques sont peut- 
glre a prendre, comme. le 
port obligatoire de la cein- 
Cure de s£curite, ou meme 
la creation d’aires de jeux 
eloign es de la chaussee 
pour les enfants. 

; Et si chacun considers 
['accident comme une ca¬ 
tastrophe qui peut etre evi- 
tee. et non comme un coup 
du hazard ou du destin, les 
choses ne peuvent que 
S'ameliorer. Conduire 
peut etre un delice, mais la 
vie est plus chfere qu'un 
plaisir qui devienL, de plus 
en plus, un danger. T 

3 Nahed KhlouF 


Justice 


Crise de I’eau : l’accusation 

Pl„sieurs mois apsis les Mnemerts 


rois anciens rruruatrco wc. * 
etre examine prochainement. 


Quelques mois apres 

la crise de I'eau. les Jordaniens 
connaisseni ent'm les raisons et 
les responsables pnisuntes de 
cette affaire qui a litteralement 
empoisonne la vie publique 
jordanicnne. L acte 

d'accusation public la semaine 
demi&re par Mohammed 
Harah'Cheh. le Procureur ge¬ 
neral de la Cour d’assises 
d’Amman. ptevise en effet ce 
que le pu-blic prenaiL voilsi 
tout juste quelques mois, pour 
de simples rumeurs. 

Au terme des interrogatoires 
et du recueil des temoisnages. 
Mohammed Harah'Cheh a in- 
culpe huii fonciionnaires des 
services de I'eau de plusieurs 
crimes et debts : negligence, 
falsification de rapports, men- 
soose sur la nature de la marc- 
handise. etc. Parmi eux, le se¬ 
cretaire general dc I Autorite 
de I'eau et le directeur de la 
station d’epuration de Zay 
(pres de Solti qui aurait tente. 
semble-t-il. de eacher les ven- 
tables causes de la pollution de 
I'eau. 

Tout au long d’une trentatne 
de pages. I'acte d'accusation 
defirtif en neuf points les rai¬ 
sons de cette crise qui a. l’ete 
dernier, plonge la population 
dans la panique de longues se- 
maines duranu 
Tout d’abord. I actc 
d'accusation fait 6tat d'une 
grande negligence dans le pro¬ 
cessus de prise de decisions 
qui. meme en eas d’urgence. a 
toujours ete tres centralise. En 
F occurrence, il sembie que 
Fun des responsables de la sta¬ 
tion depuration des eaux de 
Zay, ait concentre tout le pou- 
voir decisionnel. Prolongeant 
les conclusions du rapport de la 
Commission d'enquete formee 
en aoflt dernier. I'acte 
d’accusation souligne 

rirresponsabilite des trois min- 
istres de I'eau qui se sont sue- 


cedes depuis octobre 1994 jus- 
qu'a ['apparition du probleme. 
Saleh Ircheidat. Samir Qawar 
et Munzer Haddadine en pren- 
nent pour leur grade. Aprfes la 
signature des accords de paix 
avec Israel, ces difKrenis mi- 
nistres n'auraient en effet pas 
pris les mesure> ntfeessaires 
pour trailer les dlements orga- 
niques provenant de I'eau du 
lac de Tibcriade. De plus, les 
interesses n'ont jamais mis en 
place un systems dit de “son- 
nett e d'alarme"' dans les diffe- 
rentes stations depuration qui 
aurait pu. en cas de pretbl&mc. 
donner I’alcrte en 48 heures et 


penneitre ainsi de rtisoudre, 
dans des Calais tres bref, les 
^ventuels probl&mes survenus. 
La decision de mettre en place 
un tel dispositif a depuis et 6 
prise et le systfcme entrera en 
fonction dfes avril prochain. 

L'enquete a ^galement n£vel6 
le trfts faible niveau de forma¬ 
tion des technicien travaillant h 
la station de Zay. Ces demiers 
n’ont en effet jamais pu profiter 
de stages de formation pour re- 
raettreJt jour leurs competences 
et augmenter leur niveau de 
connaissance. Parallftleraent a 
cela. F absence to tale de techni- 
ciens specialises dans le do¬ 


main® de la microbiologie et 
Ftitude de I’eau a relevfie 
par le rapport En d'autres 
termes, pour algues, mi¬ 
crobes et autres agents pa- 
thog&nes, la voie 6tait laissee 
libre. Le dernier technicien 
competent en la mati&re avail 
6td transffirf en 1986 et n’avait 
jamais fte remplacti. 

Mais il y a pire. Nombre de 
personnes ont semble-t-il. 
nemmtes & des postes qui ne 
correspondaient nullement h 
leur formation. On a aiosi de- 
couvert que le directeur de la 
station de depuration de Zay, 
Mohammed Abu Taha. est un 



specialists des sources 
d’eau naturdles, alors 
que le poste de directeur 
de station- requiert les 
competences d’un ingfi- 
nieur chimiste. De 
mCme, le secretaire g£- 
nfera] de l’Autoritti de 
Fean, Munzer Khleifat 
est ing6nieur en m&tt- 
nique et n'a que peu de 
choses 4 voir avec I’eau. 

Par afllcors. le rapport 
de la commission 
d’enqufete amisau jour 
le fit que les labora- 
toires dependant de 
FAutoritti de I'eau man- 

quent d'^quipements 
adapt6s, et menacent de 
devenir totalement ob- 
sol&tes. L’existence 
d’algues dans les tichan- 
dllons d’eau examines 
n’avait ainsi pu 6tre rfiv6- 
Ide qu’aprfes une sfirie de 
tests effectu6s par les la- 
bo ratoires • de 

F Association scientifique 
royale.. Ceux ' de 
FAiitorite. de i'eau n'y 
avaient vu que du feu. 

D’autre part, des negli¬ 
gences terribles ont 6tti 
commises dans In main¬ 
tenance de la station de 
Zay, decidfiment au cen¬ 
tre d’un feu de critiques 
'pour le moins riourri. Et 
le manque de coordina¬ 
tion et de cooperation entre les 
difterents services a ftd recon- 
nu comme en grande partie res- 
ponsable des erreurs commises. 

Quant aux trois ministres im- 
pliquds, leur proefes sera instnrit 
dans le cadre d'une autreproefi- 







Munzer Hadda¬ 
dine, dernier 
sire de Venn: u 
procedure sp 
devrait Stre ~ 
,.;cn ptaeepo 
rincutfijpn. 


dure. Selon les articles 55 et 56 
de la Constitution, c’est eu e£- - 
fet la Charabre des ddputfs qui 
a la charge d’adresser aux.mi- 
nistres leur acte d’accusation. 
Leur jugement. quant a lui, 
rdfeve do Conseil Supfirieur. Le 


Proctireur gtfnSral a ainsi adres- 
sd une lettre au MinistiHe de la 
justice afin que celui ci metre 
en branle cette procedure habi- 
litfie h juger les trois ministres 

success Lfs de 1’eauJB 

Suleiman Sweiss. 


La station de Zay. durement inerminie par le rapport de l'enquete : materiel obsolete et 
personnel technique peu qualiJU. 
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Traite israilo-jordanien ^ 

Ouatre ans d’une paix fantome 



Le quatrieme anniver- 

saire de la signature de la paix 
entre Israel et la Jordanie est 
passe, tant sur le plan officiel 
que du point de vue de la rue. 
totalement inapeifu. Seules 
trois exceptions a ce constat : 
une conference de pressc don- 
nee par FAmbassadeur israeli- 
en a Amman, au cour> de la- 
quelle il a exprimd sa 


satisfaction des relations entre 
Jes deux pays, et un coUoque 
organisd par un cenne d etudes 
jordanien. destine a dresser en 
quetque sorte un bilan de ces 
quatre annees de paix. L beure 
ne fut pas. dans ce cas. aux re- 
jouissances: il fut plutot ques¬ 
tion de savoir si le traite signe 
elait reeUemenl un traite de 
paLx. ou s’il s’agissait plutot 


BUI Clinton et Yizhak Rabin a Wadi Araba. lors de la sig¬ 
nature de la paix jordano-israelienne. 


Vous voulez 
ecrire en 
fran^ais ? 
Alors n’hesitez- 
pas a collaborer 
\\ a la redaction du 
Jourdain. 

Pour tout 

renseignement, 
contactez 
Stephane 
Foucart 
au 5664153 



d’un traite de “conciliation". 
De m6me fut soulevde la ques¬ 
tion de savoir si la Jordanie 
avail eu reellement le choix de 
cette paix, ou si eDe lai avait 
ete - en quelijue sorte - impo- 
s&. Les prarticipants ont ndan- 
moins reconnu que le traite av¬ 
ait eu cet avantage de voir 
reconnues par IE tat hebreu les 
frontieres de la Jordanie, excep- 
tfes ses frontieres avec les tem- 
toires occupes. Mais. soulig- 
nant toutefois les ayantages 
politiques du traite, les intellec- 
niels presents ont souiignd 
I’absence de consequences sur 
la vie quotidienne des jorda¬ 
niens. 

Le drapeau israellen 
brule 

Quant a la troisifeme excep¬ 
tion, elle n est guftre marqude 
par la joie et Fenthousiasme: le 
jour de l’anniversaire de la 
paix, des etudianis de 
riiniversite de Muia’a, dans le 
sud. ont brfllti le drapeau isnte- 
lien. A part ces trois 6vine- 
ments de Factualite jorda- 
nienne, rien. 

De quoi est done fane cene 
paix? Certes. les dirigeants des 
deux pays se renconirent fre- 
quemment, mais les r&ultats 
concrets se font atwndre et, sur 
le terrain, rien ou presque ne 
vient materialiser les “accords 
passes de part et d’autrc du 
Jourdain. Qu’il s agisse des 
echanges commerciaux, dc la 
cooperation dans les domaines 
de I'eau. de l'incrgic. du tou- 
risme, du transport, de 
1'agriculture, ou meme de la 
simple application des clauses 



nales 
aiQeurs, 
tunnel 
Aqsa a 
Svidente 


.if 






¥ 




A Wadi Araba, pour la ciremonie de signature de paix, une foule abondante s'itmt d&p- 
lade de Palestine, de Jordanie, d’lsraeL 


industrieis. Mais ces "accords'” 
restent gfineralement k l'dtat de 
projets, et n’aboutisseni pas. 

. De plus, le sentiment ginfiral 
de la population esc. que I'Etat 
h6breu n'a. pas pleinement 
respecte les clauses de ce traite, 
qui 6tait cens£ instaurer une 
nouvelk 6re dans les rapports 
entre les Etats et les peoples de 
la region. En octobre 1997, la 
tentative de meurtre de Khaled 
Mechal par deux agents israti- 
liens des services spdeiaux - 
soutenus par leur ambassade - 
en plein coeur d'Amman, avait 
provoqud F6noi de la popular 
tion jordanienne. Les deux 
agents, mums de faux -passe- 
ports canadiens, avaient 6x6 ar- 
retes. 

Une mise en garde 
jordanienne? 

Quant au volet concemant le 
probltme des rtifugi6s et celui 
. de Jerusalem, le gouvemement 
isntetien suit depuis quatre ans 
la taco que de la lemeur, de la 
tergiversation et du prolonge- 
meot interminable des discus¬ 
sions sur des questions margi- 
—on secondaires. Par 
la rehabilitation d'un 
sous la mosqude Al- 
constituti une atteinte 
v viuuiu). li la position 
d’ Amman par rapport & Jerusa¬ 
lem et plus parti cuJierement 
aux lieux saints islamiques. En- 
fin, la politique de colonisation 
des terriboires occupds ne 
s’dtam jamais dfimentie, la po¬ 
pulation jordanienne n'a accu- 
mule que m£fiance vis k vis des 
dirigeants isra£liens. 

Cc pendant, une 
tfiire, le 


politiques du traite. les entraves 
du cot£ isntelien ont £te - et 
sont toujours - presque syste- 
matiques. Beaucoup d'hornmes 
d’affaires jordaniens, dtisireux 
de pouvoir cotnmercer libre* 
ment avec Israel, ne cachent 
d’ailleurs pas leur dfsespoir 
quant a «cette paix qui n'a pas 
apporte grand chosen. Les 
autoritfe israeliennes freinent 
en effet des quatre ters des 
qu’il s'agic de rendre possibles 
des echanges commerciaux 


entre la Jordanie et Israel, ou 
m£me les temtoires ariministrtis 

g ir i'Aurorite palestimenne. 

es .echanges n’ont ainsi pas 
d£pass£ les 18 millions de dol¬ 
lars en 1997, et ce malgrt la 
construction, en partenariat 
avec des hommes d’affaires 
isradliens et avec le soutien des 
Etats Unis, de plusieurs usjmes 
textiles darts le nord de la Jor¬ 
danie. Mais, imerrogds la se- 
maine dcrm&re par un grand 
quotidien jordanien sur le bilan 


6conomique des quatre anndes 
de paix £coul£es, des investis- 
seurs k Ja bourse d’Amman 
□'ont toutefois pris aucun 
d£tour pom: faire 6tat de la situ¬ 
ation: «ta bourse n’a pas 

aieilli les fruits de la paix. De¬ 
puis Id signature du trail#, le 
count des actions a perdu en 
moyenne 35%». C6te isntelien, 
on met en avant les “accords” 
condos avec le gouvemement 
jordanien poor" itablir de 
grands projets touristiques et 


:t v 


* 


mise en 
ic lendentain de 
I'anniversaire de la signature du 
traite. des d£pouilles mortelles 
des quatre soldats jordaniens 
tombfis en 1967 dans la defense 
de la ville sainu, a £te organi¬ 
se en grande pompe. Peut etre 
un moyen de rappeler & Israel 
que la Jordanie est toujours 
d£rid£e k ddfendre son histoire 
et snrtour les droits des Arabes 
et des Musulmans rinns la ville 
que 1’on dit la plus proche du 
cieLI 

S.Sw. 
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Les mots de la semaine 

Ue«scrupule» 

[ paintn enfbui dans 

.»• , Y., - l rtm&hc: Oats analog-te n’a rien de faxuaisiste puis- 
sj 6 - *t™ <fe-l«y^aJogi6 de, scxupule, duainatif du brin scrupus. la 

5* *U*ftfe-sfcris de petite pierre 
SvmmSw?*S^ & nmttfiineflcrtrebonne conscience. 

troisCTpes®s• aHjOHrd*bni oublie: h l*£poquc to* 

U desigriaitinje toute petite unite de 
tkpptoafe.yt ^gc yidque de caffloux. dans 

& **h. JsSEttS" ^ cl 

P^e ste ifcca kafcect ebanx. Caknftun Ctait .done la.perite pterre ufOistie . 

ne^al, cafcnl d&igne encore une concw- 
.cMftm^r^togvK F©* paifc de akal bifiaire. r6ial on luinalre. 

Bien sotiycof les tenses en —aic soot des djjninutifs d'origme larin e: un 


-*• - t --y\ 
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ce “carriaule'’) peut designer une mauvaise vortnre. 
nidon. b fran^ais connaii bagnote, eoasmiit 
d’origine gauloise, baone. voiture de charge en 

bereau . _ . _ ^ _ 

Ce pendant, pas de generalisation endtympk^ie f Une crtpc fen'e^ ffsl^jg^ 
un Deiit cranaud. Avani de ddsismer un individu. cnSdt'sijerifie 
bauehe. ivrognene a vienf du latin crapuia. jfldlggliaBifcja&. y Jujtl&ttc'. 


issu du grec kraipale. b real de c&c dd i un "exefes de' 
yin. 



V€rOflique Abo-NUnnA 
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Cinema 


Cycle Les smites 80. ,; n / 

Thfctee un film de Alain Cavalier (1986), coulew- ^^f 
en arabe, avec C. Mouchet ei A^Pireto. La' vie de 
Sainte-TbAfcse de tisieux, au Carmel, de sa pnse de voile a ^ 
ttkJTL Seances an Centre cultorel finals le luodi 9 novem&re a 
18h30 et 20630. 

Exposition 

Pdnture abstrahe par un jeune artiste jonJanien. Mohamma u ■ 
Aziz. Expo, do 7 an 28 novembre ao Centre culture! fran^ais- I ^ 





Societe 


L’ecole du silence 
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A Salt , un institut dispense des cours a des enfants sourds-muets de toute la region . 
Mais au-dela de sa mission educative , le but de la fondation 
est de pennettre Ventree dans la societe. 


2 -\-rr- ...X- 

Mn^Ue des-sitmes FexuaC^ku^t ian&riife tfatWiaiioo d^ cxsrveau. hu- 


des-sigtes-.. . . ^ 

<1 -. rnaia.-felle esttnea plps que b ftaiwporitk» gfcsfiibile da bng^e pari£ W«k 

.wop^raan^e des enteodants, elb compares, avteua 

> . toe de subtilitds, de dfitails crt dc tc^taskn^ qi^le bridge oral be penn^- p^s toayours. Les 

«—' '■- ' •'»— _- .'j'w. ft « rfnJBottpt falla tonffteZBD$ 2 


Derriere la porte emrou- 
verte d'un bureau quelque pen 
mystdrieux. empli de livres et 
de vieilies photographies, un 
homme, le front plissd, s’assoit 
k son fauteuil. Vgtu d'une sou¬ 
tane blanche et grise, le frCre 
Andrew de Carpentier, direc- 
teur de 1’lnstitut Terns Sainte 
pour les sounls-muets, it Salt, 
parcourt de son regard clair les 
mure de son bureau. 
«L 'objectif premier de cel ins- 
litut, explique-t-ii. est d‘aider a 
1'insertion de ses etudiants - 
tbus sourds-muets et de lew 
permettre de prendre leur 
place dans la societe comme 
n'importe quL Outre les en- 
seignements (hioriques et pro- 
fessionnels qui y sow dispen¬ 
ses. ils apprennent d itre 
independents, d avoir confi- 
ance en soL • 

De 32 & 140 etudiants 

L’Institut, fondd en 1964 par 
l’£glise CvangClique Cpiscojxale 
arabe de Jerusalem, avec 32 
drudiants et quatrc professeurs, 
s’est aujourd’hui ddveloppd et 
accueilie plus de 140 dfeves et 


Un ‘‘dietioimaire” en chantier 



L 'un des ateliers de l'Institut: une formation professionnelle pour entrer dans la vie. 


etudiants. rfipaxtis dans les 
classes de matemelle. du pri- 
maire, du prdparatoire, du se- 
condaire mais dgalement de 


formation professionnelle. La 
plupan de ces etudiants. dont 
i’dge varie entre 4 et 21 ans. est 
en pension compare, et reste le 


•v- En . ■pe^sooiffis • ‘ 

'■. spot sottfdfe de'n^ssaftce. f&Lpa&rioz e&, '• 
\ .tertdte (e aKanrire son tfcptua qa*e&s.s<OT .' 
v AywrigiqHrilgf'qBS^ 

- jgu fxmtti&aikgux qde- par ^a- ■ 

•' "bngise jfca signes. Au ’sent- de.VlnstitiA 
poor les, sooxds.de Saft G'&pbotc . 
. jour aprJs joor.une eeirw'4i£BBa9^id:.uri- * 
dictionuaire de lavaii^aK jwdat&ttuie de . 

. oe Ian gage ges0sef< Cfctts eobfflrise est 
.d'une importance; erriejaie car die jeoera 


tous ceux (parents, .ptofessetBs) qui soot 
coufiooefis an probltoie. de pouvoir com- 
inbnkpier ' avec les ' sooms-moets. La 
iangbe des signes peirnet anx sonrds- 
- maeS;‘ntfev seuJan^ de' iorfctieWiq^, 
mais aussi de se forgo - , ep qoelque state, 
. une' identity, une culture commune. Elle 
leur pennet, en outre, d'etre plus ind^pen- 
dants, et de prendre leur place dans la soci- 
6t6. Le dictioanaire en preparation compte 
.d rheure actuelle la transcription de 6000 




>ig» S .cto q u £ sig™, rcprfsemm, u„ moL 

Chacon neioupcggaiuag p^ ji tiefces^e de . Ato . . T . " 

rautre. LapbssS?5raatasi doanfel Ammeblshtay 


plus clair de son temps k 
rinstitut Leur famille, souvent 
pauvre. n'habile pas la region, 
et ils retoument chez eux trois 
jours par mois, ainsi que pen¬ 
dant les vacances. 

Mais s’U est dirigd par 
1'Eglise dvangdiique ^piscopale 
arabe de Jerusalem, e'est grace 
k des dons privgs et k des aides 
publiques que I’lnstitut peut 
vivre. D'autam que, situ^ en 
Jordanie, il donne it son action 
une dimension rdgioaale : des 
enfants de Syrie, d’£gypte et de 
Palestine y sent"accueilljs aux 
merae time que les enfants jor- 
daniens. ce qui n'est pas sans 
fials. De plus, outre les equipe- 
ments n&essaires k un en- 
seignemem adaptf aux sourds- 
muets. rinstitut dispose d'une 
salle informatique, d’une bibli- 
odihqae. d'un gymnase, d’un la- 
boratoire de sciences et d’un 
club pour les £rudiams, Cepen- 
dam. les economies soot n&es- 
saires et le mobilier provient di- 


rectement du d£parternent 
d’enseignement professlonnel 
qui met k contribution les tra- 
vaux des etudiants. An total, en- 
seignants et employes, repnS- 
sentent 90 persoones. Malika 
est I’une d’elles. Employee de- 
puis deux ans Han< rinstitut, 
elle s'occupe de la section des 
filles, dont elle est en qoelque 
sorte la mire par adoption. Elle 
est Tune des settles penoones 
entendantes prfesente de (3900 
pennaneme k l’lnstitut: elle 
peut ainsi, la nuit. donner 
1’alerte si on incident se pnodniL 

Mais cette ambiance fami¬ 
lial e n’exdut pas b r espo nsdri l- 
isation des dtudiants. ^tr^ons et 
filles. Ils se frooent aux trevaox 
domestiques. mettent la main h 
la pSte de la vie commnnautaire 
et s'habituent k vivre en socidtd. 

Silence total 

De huit beores trente k 
quinze heures: silence totaL 
Les classes sont planes el les 
professeurs, eux-memes sou- 
vent soords, commnniquetu 
avec leurs Etudiants en langues 
des signes. D’otp sans dome, 
I’exceDente commnnicarion 
entre maltres et dives. Cheque 
classe comprend moins de 10 
Etudiants, pe nu e tt ant ainsi im 
apprentissage rapide et adapts 
Ce qui n'est pas le cas de tous 
les sourds-muets dans ie moode 
arabe, loin de i;L 

En liaison €troite avec sa 
mission d’enseignement, b fon- 
dation dfiveloppe plusieurs pro¬ 
grammes de soutien aux fa¬ 
milies dcffi 1’un des enfants festC^i 
soutd-mnet ou, plus largement, 
handicaps physique ou menial. 
Car en Jordanie, beau coup de 
families n'onc pas le idQexe de 
demander l’aide n£ces$aire au 
soutien et a 1’defalcation d'un en¬ 
fant handicapd. Fins simple- 
ment, les families panvres et ne 
bdadficiant pas de prestations 
sociales n’ont pas les moyens 
de recourir k des organisations 
privdes. Ce programme a done 


•booomainaure o« souresTnni^poftc^^-pxwier^xmscreiB^ 

' parune grammaxre. - EUe leurpar^saif aturrffe,tpi’tijeux;dtaitdifficile dlmagtaer . 

■ - rtnVmnrriwe en -eadfx rih/les. t»r?umriAi5c2Jeji jCitfc.erammaire esien efletassimixee . 
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com me principal objectif 
d'as sister les couches panvres 
de la socidtd, en Jordanie et 
dans la edgion. 

L’un de ces programmes est 
destind k former des profes- 


seurs ou des travailieurs dejk 
insdrds dans la vie professtoo- 
nelle, pour leur permettre de 
couunamquer avec des enfonts 
atteints de surditd. Le travail de 
la Fondation a ainsi quelques . 


chances de s’ancrer plus pro- ' 
fonddment dans la societe ef* 
peut ainsi ne pas raster une eo- - 
treprise Isolde, ^ 

Amine fi Ishtay' 
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Les professeurs, souvent eux-memes sourds-muets communiquent avec leurs Hives en 
longue des signes: Une entente entre maStres et itufiants tide k ce principe. 
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Le Proche Orient dans la presse franqaise 


Wye Plantation, 1’imparable antidote au 

Monicagate 

La presse frangaise couvre le traite de Wye Plantation a trovers lefiltre du 
Monicagate. Egalement au menu, un institut de sciences juridiques en Palestine, et une 

nouvelle politique regionale de l’Iran. 


Les huit jours * 0 e- 

god ati ons isradlo-palesti- 

niennes a Washington ont cons- 
titue un pas aussi importanl 
qu'inattendu et ont “fail 
l - actualite” dans le moode en- 
tier. Durant les dix demiers 
jours d'oetobre. le sommei a 
dte le sujer phare de par b 
prasse frangaise et celle-ci en a 
fait tout au long de la semaine. 
ms gros tines. 

Liberation a largement cou- 
ven J'dvdnemeni et a publid 
plusieurs articles & ce sujet: le 
19 octobrc, ie quotidien publie 
un article intituld -Le forcing 
de Clinton au Proche Orient*. 
affirmant que ■»&'// Clinton a 
redicouvert les vertus de la 
“diplomatic de la navette" ri- 
ruel bien connu des negotia¬ 
tions au Proche Orient•, dvo- 
quant ainsi le poids qu’a did le 
sien dans cette affaire, et ses 
va-et-vient t Washington entre 
les ddldgations isradlienne et 
palestinienne «en quite d'un 
accord de relance du processus 
de paix*. Ce sommet est, selon 
Liberation, une bonne occasion 
pour Clinton de gagner sa prc- 
miftre bataille diplomatique 
apres le Monicagate : •Quant a 
Clinton, il emit visiblement de¬ 
termine a prouver d'une 
maniire ou d'une autre que le 
processus de paix n’est pas 
mart, et qu 'il conserve toute sa 
capacity d’tnfluer sur les af¬ 
faires du nuutde. mulgri le Mo¬ 
nicagate". 

Au moment oil 
s'entretenaient les deux parties 
& Washington, un attentat ve- 
nait d’avoir lieu au Ndguev, en 



Yasser Arafat, Sa Majeste Hussein de Jordanie, Bill Clinton et Benjamin Nettmyahou lors de 
la signature des accords de Wye Plantation. 


Palestine, et faj&ait une soixan- 
taine de blesses. A ce propos. 
Liberation publie le 20 octobrc 
un article ou son correspondam 
Christophe Boltanski interprets 
I’affaire comme un rappel -»n« 
negociateurs Palestinians et is- 
raeliens que le temps jaue cen¬ 
tre eux.-, ct ajoutc que -la r.vu- 
velle n'a fait qu'alnurJir un 
clinun dejd tendu a Wye Plan¬ 
tation-. A Ia fin de I'article, le 
journalise a bonk I'attitude des 
services de seen rite israeliens 
qui scion lui. -s'auerulaicnl a 
un regain de violence de la part 
des adversaires du processus 


de paix. /Les sen-ices de sfeu- 
rite isrccliensj notent cepen- 
dant que la tranche armee du 
Hamas, affaiblic par une serie 
J'assasiinsts. n 'est pas paric- 
nue i7 perpetrer de nouveties m- 
Uiques suicide* et se rural sur 
des actions de moir.s grande 
ample ur-. 

Continuant de dcrnner jour 
apres jour des nouvelles de 
Wye Plantation. Liberation 
traite le 21 octobrc de -la pre\- 
sinn que metunt Clinton ct le 
roi Hussein s nr Metunyehnu et 
Arafat - a Washington, oil le 
correspondant du quotidien Pat¬ 


rick Sabatier suppose que *les 
murs de la m^fiance et de 
I'host Hire entre israe liens et pa¬ 
lest iniens peuveni it re finale- 
meru attaints*. Ainsi. 1'anivde 
du roi Hussein et les efforts du 
president am£ricain Clinton 
- indiquaiem que les negocia- 
/ions etaient proches de leur 
terme-. Pouriant le grand quo- 
udicn fran^ais n'a pu 
s'empecher de s'interroger sur 
la teneur de ccs ntgociaiions. D 
reste. selon lui *a voir si un 
cventuel accord u l arrache 
serait un veritable pas en 
cvoitr, ou une simple fag ode 


destinee it dviter un camouflet it 
Bill Clinton.». Le 23 octobrc, 
1’accord voh le jour. Pourpar¬ 
lers fructueux, triompbe diplo¬ 
matique, signature du trahd. 

Les trois protagonistes ma- 
jeurs de 1’accord ont inspire les 
plumes de b redaction de Li¬ 
beration : dans un article cir- 
constancid. publie Ie 26 octo¬ 
brc, on peut tire que Netanya- 
bou «tente d'amadouer Us 
colons *, que Clinton est 
«rugatiiardi par l'accord* et 
que Arafat «explique aux 
Quinze la paix des braves». Le 
premier *& peine revenu des 
Etats-Unis, s'emploie ct difen- 
dre son bilan avec les accents 
d'un candidal plus que d’un 
Premier ministre*. ell se veut 
toujours le chef du camp na¬ 
tional et lend tit main aux co¬ 
lons qui, le matin, bloquaient 
une vingtaine de routes en Cis- 
jordanie *, poursuit Christophe 
BohansJti. Et la question qui se 
pose alors est celle du dilemme 
de Netanyahou face aux cris de 
« traMson!» lancds par 

]'extreme droite israfilienne. 
Clinton, quant. h lui, dans 
I’article de Patrick Sabatier. 
*amoindrii l effet Monica* et 
cet accord •a confbrti tit fiert£ 
qW inspire aux amfricains le 
constat que les Etats-Unis dem- 
eurent tit nation indispensable 
et leur president le garant de la 
paix et de la praspiriic globale. 
Monica ou pas. Au eongrts. 
meme ses adversaires ripubti- 
cains ont et4 obliges 
d’applaudir un accord qui a 
dimontri que Clinton n 'est pas. 
un chef d'itat en bout de 


course, pathetique et impids- 
sant sur la seine mondiale». Le 
pre-sident de I’Autoritd palesti¬ 
nienne a, selon le quotidien, 
*profit4 du sommet informel 
des Quinze pour leur expliquer 
de \>ive voix les details de 
I’accord conctu la veltte avec le 
gouvemement israflien*, un 
exercice d’explication qui, se¬ 
lon le journal, sera *plus com- 
plique» k Gaza. 

Le Nouvel Observatew, dans 
son Edition 29 octobrc, se con- 
tente de dfcrirc on Netanyahou 
•Colombe malgr4 lui*, au vi¬ 
sage tfermi et presque sinisxre* 
pendant ie discerns pr&ddant la 
signature qui. selon le Nouvel 
Observateur, •exprimait bien 
plus que la fatigue*. Sans 
dome, a vance b Nouvel Obser¬ 
vatew, *le Premier ministre is- 
raelien se demandait comment 
il allait se sartir de la crise pol¬ 
itique qui Vattendah en Israel 
apris la ceremonie de Wye 
Plantation. Car en poraphara 
cet accord, il savati qu'il jetait 
aux poubeUes de Vhistoire 
Luteal du Grand Israel*. 

Mais ce n'est pas tout. Les 
menaces dfclenchees par cette 
signature peuvent-elles, inter- 
roge Liberation, le 29 octobrc, 
oiler au-deb des cris 
d* indignation et de colfere? 
Benyamin Netanyahou •risque- 
t-il de connatire Ie sort de 
Yitzhak. Rabin?*. Le quotidien 
souligne d’afileurs, dans le 
rnSme article. Ie renfbrcemenr 
de la sdcurire autour du Premier 


ministre israflien, dans on 
cLimat de plus en plus tendu. 

Dans un tout autre registre. 
Liberation publie le 21 octo- 
bre, on article de Christophe 
Boltanski sur la erdation d’un 
instiuu destind k moderniser le 
droit palestinien. Cet institut 
•s 'artelle a une oeuvre consi¬ 
derable : le recensement de 
V ensemble des codes rdgissant 
la Palestine et la modernisation, 
de son appareil judiciaire *. 
Quant aux PaJesti-niens, le 
joumaliste rappelJe que ecinq 
ans aprts le debut de 
Lautonomie. les Palestiniens ne 
savent toujours pas & queUes 
regies ob4ir. Leur syst&me judi¬ 
ciaire est h Vintage de leur his- 
toire : chaotique et variable. 
Cheque vainqueur a impost sa 
loi sans annuler la priTct- 
dente*. Les juges, quant & eux, 
seront soumis k .une formation 
professionnelle. Ceux-ci, selon 
le journal sont •mal payes, peu 
reconnus, ils - ne pksent pas 
lourds face d une police toute 
ptdssanie. Quoad, fait tris 
rare, ils exigent la libiration 
d'un prisonnier. leurs injonc- 
rions restent lettre morte. La 
population hdsite a se 10 urner 
vers eux*. L’institur, bdti avec 
1’appui de la France et du Qatar 
k cog£ de rUmversitfc Bir-Zch, 
a pour mission de •faire souf- 
fler sur la Palestine un esprit 
des lois qui lui fail crueltement 
default. ■ 

Nafaed Khlouf 
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Jordanian Football Association 
postpones the Premier League 


By Abdul Hamid Addasi 

Special to the Star 

AFTER AN emergency ses¬ 
sion held last week, the disci¬ 
plinary committee of Jorda¬ 
nian Football Association 
(JFA) announced the post¬ 
ponement of the Jordanian 
Premier League. 

Earlier in the week, the dis¬ 
ciplinary committee had rec¬ 
ommended that a replay be 
made of the ill-fated match 
between Al-Faisali and A1- 
Qadissieh. Al-Faisali players 
walked off the pitch in protest 
when the match official ruled 
a goal offside in the 82nd 
minute. The goal would have 
given Al-Faisali the win. and 
a two-point lead in the league 
over rivals Al-Wihdat. 

The disciplinary committee 
also decided to delete the 
names of two Al-Faisali rep¬ 
resentatives. Majed AJ Kare- 
sha and Jameel A1 Udwan. 
from the JFA records, and 


HRH Prince Abdullah 

fined the club 600 dinars for 
assaulting the referee. The 
JFA's intention to reply the 
A! Faisaii-AI Qadissieh match 
added fuel to the fire, as A1 
Wihdat promptly withdraw 
from the league, claiming that 
the ruling was unfair and that 


any team that walks of the 
pitch should be held liable for 
their actions. In a further 
development, A1 Qadissieh 
rejected the prospect of 
reply with Al Faisali. stating 
similar reasons. 

In a press release. Al Wih¬ 
dat explained the JFA deci¬ 
sion would only encourage 
teams and officials to beat up 
the referees. 

As a result, sports analysts 
believe that the Jordanian Pre¬ 
mier League will soon be can¬ 
celed, because most clubs dis¬ 
agree with the JFA decision. 
The standard of refereeing has 
also led to much heated 
debate, and the clubs are say¬ 
ing that unless the matter is 
addressed there will be similar 
problems. The future of the 
Jordanian Football League 
will be at the forefront of a 
scheduled meeting between 
HRH Prince Abdullah Bin Al 
Hussein, the President of the 
JFA, and his Vice-President 
Dr Saleh Ershidat.B 




Pan-Arab 

Games update 


Date set for the Gaines 

■ The Supervisory Committee of the 9ih Pan 
Arab Games has decided upon the opening dote 
for the games. The scheduled date for the open¬ 
ing ceremony has been set for IS August, and 
the games are due to end on the 31 August. 

Kick Boxing included in Pan Arab 
Games 

■ Following recommendations from all the 
Arab participants in next years Pan Arab 
Games. Mr Saiaan Al Hassan—the director of 
the 9th Pan Arab Games and Minister of 
Youth—has informed the Supervisory Commit¬ 
tee that Kick Boxing is to be added to the list of 
competitions. Kick Boxing will take the num¬ 
ber of competitions to 28. Jordan hosted the 
fust Arab Kick Boxing Championship last 
month, which saw six Arab countries participat¬ 
ing. The amphitheater was the chosen venue, 
and proved highly successful, as thousands of 
spectators coming to watch the bouts. 

Athletics competition moved forward 

■ On the demand of the Arab Sports Federa¬ 
tion. the athletics competition in next years Pan 
Arab Games has been brought forward by two 
days. The decision was taken by the Supervi¬ 
sory Committee, so as not to clash with the 
World Athletics Championship which has been 
scheduled to open on the 20th August. The ath¬ 
letics competition will therefore commence on 
the start on the 13th August (two days before 
the opening ceremony), and will end on the 
17 th August. 


A Jordanian runner during the 8th Pan Arab Games in Beruit 


HRH Princess Alia bint Al Hussein 


French coach appointed for Equestrian 
team 

■ A French coach, specializing in the show- 
jumping side of the Eques¬ 
trian sport, is expected to 
be appointed soon, to 
advise and oversee the Jor¬ 
danian fftam The new 
coach is expected to meet 
with HRH Princess Alia 
bint AJ Hussein, who is 
the President of the Royal 
Jordanian Equestrian Fed¬ 
eration. and to set a time¬ 
table of events to prepare 
the Jordanian team for the 
9th Pan Arab Gaines. 

Jordanian Basketball 
team beads to UAE 
■ Jordan's Basketball 
team has been invited to 
participate in a friendly 
tournament, to be held in 
UAE next week. Teams 
from Lebanon, UAE, 
Sy ria and Egypt will also 
be participating, and has 
been organized to prepare 
the UAE team for the next 
Asian Games, due to be 
held in Thailand next 
December. 


Horse and rider in motion 


Hamed dances 
decision 


to unanimous 


ATLANTIC CITY. New Jersey— 
The biggest mouth in boxing since 
Muhammad Ali almost had to eat his 
words for the first time, but at the 
end of the fight he remained 
unbeaten. 

WBO featherweight champion 
Prince Naseem Hamed, Che boastful 
Brit with the 30-fight winning streak, 
couldn’t make good on his promise 
to knock out Wayne McCullongh in 
the third round, last Saturday. 

He needed all 12 rounds to score a 
unanimous decision over the scrappy 
Irishman, who tagged him several 
times with bard rights, but could 
never knock him down or put him in 
serious danger. 

“He was quite strong," Hamed 


said. “I tried to knock him out in (be 
third round. What can Isay? He’s got 
a hard head. He's Irish, you know.” 

Hamed danced and weaved his 
way to the victory, but was on the 
receiving end of more than a few 
boos because of bis attitude. Judge 
John Stewart had it 118-110, judge 
Nelson Vazquez 117-111 and judge 
Clark S amm aitino 116-112 for 
Hamed. The AP had Hamed winning 
116-111. 

A 5-1 favorite, he kept McCul¬ 
lough at bay with his bizarre tactics, 
but never knocked him down or seri¬ 
ously hurt him. In fact, Hamed (31-0) 
spent more time clowning titan he 
did punching. 

McCullough, of Belfast, Northern 


Ireland, was' the aggressor through- '■ 
out, bat he couldn't hurt Hamed 
either. Cheered on by the l,000_flag- - 
waving Irishmen who made-the trip, . > 
he sustained some solid shots and . 
connected on some of his own. 

Hamed bit on 46 percent; of his "= 
742 punches, CO: 23 - percent' for ■ 1 »’ 
McCullough, who thrisw_740, accord- 
ing to CompuBox Inc. punch.' ' 
statistics. 

Hamed. 24, of Sheffield.' England. ?. 
promised an early. finish to. the. ' 
“Fright NighT card, at Convention , 
Hall, but his prediction—a knockout 
at 2:28 of the third round—-never 
happened. “It was willed by God to 
go 12 rounds and it went 12 rounds," - 
Hamed said. ‘Tin still die best tight-. . 


weight in the world. He look a beat¬ 
ing. Look at his face and look at 
mine. 1 won easy.” 

McCullough, 28. who fights out ol 
Las Vegas, was a silver medalist in 
the 1992 Barcelona Olympics. He is 
- ’ 22-2,.with the only other defeat a 12- 
round decision at the hands of Daniel 
Zaragoza in January 1997. *‘Hc ran 
'■'fro m me,” McCullough said. “He 
didn’t come to me and never hurt me. 
He’s strong—physically—but he 
never hurt me." 

.” McCullough, weighed in at 124 
•. -pounds. • whilst Hamed was 125 
pounds (the class limit is 126). Their 
similarities ended there, as Hamed 
-made $2 million from the fight, to 
McCutiough’s>500,000: ■ 


Football 


German 1st Division match reports 

E. Frankfurt (1) Bayern Munich (0) 
Leader Bayern suffered its first defeat 
of the season. Midfielder Thomas 
Sobotzik scored the only goal from 
close range in the 32nd minute, giving 
promoted Eintracht its second win 
since rejoining the top flight- Bayern 
was reduced to 10 men when striker 
Carsten Jancker was sent off for a sec¬ 
ond bookable offense in the 61st 
minute. 

W. Bremen (IIMSV Dmsbuurg (1) 
Midfielder Joerg Neun scored from a 
free kick in the 24tb minute to give 
Duisburg the lead. Yugoslav striker 
Rade Bogdanovich leveled lor the 
home side in the 73rd minute. 

VfB Stuttgart (4) VfL Bochum (7) 
Nigerian striker Jonathan Akpoborie 
scored in the first minute to give Stutt¬ 
gart the lead. Bochum midfielder Mau- 
rizio Gaudino leveled five minutes 
later. Stuttgart's South African mid¬ 
fielder Bradley Carnell pot die home 
side up 2-1 in the 11th. and Akpoborie 
gave them a 3-1 lead early in the sec¬ 
ond half. Midfielder Thomas Reis 
restored some hope for Bochum with a 
goal in the 53rd minute, but midfielder 
Sreto Ristic sealed Stuttgart's victory 
three minutes from time. 

1860 Munich (2) VfL Wolfsburg (3) 
i860 Munich went 2-0 down after 
goals from Detiev Dammeier and Stef¬ 
fen Baumgarc in the seventh and 47tii 
minutes respectively. Striker Markus 
Schroth restored hope for the ‘Lions’ 
by reducing the arrears in the 84th. 
minute. Two minutes later, Marijan 
Kovacevik put Wolfsburg 3-1 up from 
die penalty spot. With the issue already 
beyond doubt, striker Berad Hobscb 
scored another goal for the home side 
in the dying moments. 

B. M'giadbach (2) BXeverkusen (8) 
Germany striker Ulf Kirsten scored a 
hat-trick as Bayer demolished Barussia 
by a club record 8-1 Substitute 
Thomas Reichenberger scored twice 
for the visitors. Brazilian midfielder Ze 
Roberto, libero Jens Nowotny and 
Croatian midfielder Nico Kovac man¬ 
aged a goal each. Moenchengladbach’s 
goals cattle through veteran Austrian 
striker Toni Politer and Brazilian 
striker Chiquinho. 

Kaiserslautern |3) Haosa Rostock (2) 
Champion Kaiserslautern fought back 
from two goals down to snatch its first 
win in five games. Croatian Igor Parrric 
and fellow striker OUver Neuville gave 
Rostock a 2-0 interval lead. Olaf Mars- 
chall cut the lead with a 50th minute 
penalty and Michael Ba]lack equalized 
with a powerful shot from some 20 
meters in the 67th minute. Defender 
Uwe Roesler scored the winner six 
minutes later. 

Italian Sene A match reports ■ 

Juventus (2.1 Sampdoria (0) 

Bari (3.) Inter Milan (2) 

AC Milan f 1) Pichenza( t) 

Salimitana { 1) Lazio (0) 


Empoli (2) Perugia (0) 

Vicenza (2) Caligari(0) 

Roma (4) Udinese (0) 

Parma (2) Floreutina (0) 

Goalscorer Enrico Chiesa .three goals 
in his last three matches, turned goal-' 
maker at die Tardini. First, the striker 
provided a pinpoint cross for Heraan. 
Crespo to score with a diving header in 
the 36th minute. Then, in the 52nd. the 
same player laid on the pass from 
which Crespo added his second. At the 
other end, Parma's defense recovered 
from conceding its first goals of:the 
season in last week’s defeat at Perugia 
to restrict Fiorentina to their first blank 
sheet of the season. 

Venezia (0) Bologna (2) 

Venezia rarely looked like scoring its 
first goal of the season at the Penza star 
dium on Venice’s Sam’EIena island. 
Only goalkeeper Massimo Taibi denied 
Bologna’s Carlo Nervo and KLas In wes¬ 
son in the first-half, before in (be 71st 
minute, Jonatan B motto met . a poor 
defensive clearance with a fine half- 
volley. In die dying seconds, Brazilian 
Hriberro dribbled the length of the 
pitch to deposit the ball in an empty 
net. after taibi bad gone up to the 
opposition penalty area for a free kick. 


English PremierT^agbert^ts ' 

- Chelsea v. Aston Viila (postponed) - 
Coventry City (0) Arsenal (1) 

Derby County (2) : Leed&Unh£xi <2) \ 
Everton(I)Man. United(4) ; ; 
Leicester City (L) Liverpool'!©)’ ~ 
Newcastle Ut»<0.) WestHam Utd (3) 
Sheffield WedjO) Sasthampton(O) 
Wirabledonfl) Blackbiini Rovers (f) 
Middlesbrough (1) Nottingham F. (1) 
Tottenham H. (2) Chariton Athletic (2) 


French 1st Division results 

Loneot (1) O. Marseille i3) 

Monaco (3) Nantes (1) 

Olympique Lyon (0) Le Havre 10) 
Pans St Germain (2) AJ AuxetrefO) 
RC Lens (2) Metz (0) 

Strasbourg (3) G. Bordeaux (2) 
Toulouse (0) Rennes (1) 

Nancy (1) Bastia<2) 
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US Government applies strict copyright laws to 
its own organizations: 

Encouraging Arab 


governments to fight piracy 

.T- JN A case of practicing wfeat adhere.Co the Copyright Laws rain and Q atar haw, taken tbi 
V°u preach, the US - Govern- and warned against severe pen- initiative in recent months ani 


>-JN a case of pracdcing wSar* 
./Crpyou preash, me US Govem- 
"f ^ ment has reinforced its comnra- 
. '' . ment to the use of Tegti, 

... 1 licensed.- composer software" 

. throughout ihe federal govem- 
' ■' ^ ment, by. sighing an Executive 
’■ •. Order (TO) that underscores the 

' fimHamwifal jmpwrta ff cf of soft- 

ware management and legal-. 

, “- c, ization practiced 

This reconfirmation pro- 
S ‘vides all governments 
“ S, across the Middle East who 
■v are cuzrenfiy either legjslat- 
-Z ing for, or actively e n forc- 
ing, their own'laws to pro- 
tect I ntelle ctual Properly 
Rights (IFR) with a working 
' example of how to tackle 
me prpblem of illegal 
'■f software. 

; J. Speakers for the Business 
Software Alliance (BSA), a 
-. !■' semi-official body that pro- 
"• motes mteOectnal property 
rights in software.all over .. _ 
the world, commented that 
dns EO shows that there is ho 
' J difference in its approach^ to 
S' any government worldwide. “It 
is equallyimportant that tbeUS 
Government adheres to its own . 
legislation protecting IPR~as.it. ' 
is for any state in the Middle 

• East,” said Ashok Sfaarma, - 

• director, BSA Middld^East 
“There is no fjwomtism when ‘ 

■ implementing laws. Either they . 
* should be actively, .enforced . 
wherever they exist, or they -' 
. mould be legislaiedforin oouh- 
which do not have them." » 

.*• ^ The United Arab Emirates 
■* Government israeda commum- 
- cation cm November’20,' 1996 
(Ref8/21/15434) onthe needof 
all government dqurtmeutsto 


adhere to the Copyright Laws 
and warned against severe pen- 
. ; alties for ose of illegal software 
•;v. Many governments in the 
hfiddleEda now rOalize that ah 
economic advantage - can be 
gained by ensuring me wide¬ 
spread useaf legal software 
- The UAE- -leads the way 



within ■" the region, having 
reduced - its own piracy rate 
from 88% to 60% m only two 
years. The result has beat the 
rtfAB in general;^ and Dubai in 
particular.'has become foe IT 
capital of dte MMife East and is 
home to many of the world's 
iMwfmg IT companies. The 
Dubai Government was the.first, 
in the region to sign an agree¬ 
ment regulating its number of 
.software users and in/ Abu 
"Dhabi, many govemmenragen- 
des have also started to legalise 
their IT resources. \ 

White Smufi Arabia . ; and 
Egypt have been actively 
enforcingexisting copyright 
legislation for some time, Bah- 


- rain and Qatar , have taken the 
initiative in recent months and 
condnctfid their first official 
raids. In both countries, BSA 
representatives have met with 
government officials in an advi¬ 
sory capacity. : Other countries 
such as Lebanon, Oman and 
Kuwait are equating bow they 
can best legislate and imple¬ 
ment their own copyright 
laws. Kuwait has recently 
announced a decree for the 
prelection of Copyright Laws 
;■within Government organiza¬ 
tions. This is expected to 
result in a much Iowa level 
of piracy in Kuwait next > 
■year. ■ 1 

“We are hopeful that the 
US annonneemenr will serve 
as a .catalyst for encouraging 
other fl twcr n mgnts no imple¬ 
ment similar Orders requiring 
the purchase and use of only 
authorized, licensed copies of 
software," stated the BSA’s 
Vice President and Managing 
Director Emilia Knight 
." Worldwide, the use of illegal 
software costs more dun $11.4 
billion annually—$ 2 J billion in 
Europe alone. In 1996, approx¬ 
imately 43% of all business 
software used, in Western. 
Europe was., illegally copied. 
However, at 65%, the huddle 
East has the second highest 
regional piracy rate in the 
world, despite a 9% decline 
from -1996. The results of a 
third independent, study on glo¬ 
bal software . piracy were 
releasecf earher tins year by die 
Business Software Alliance 
(BSA) and-the Software Pub¬ 
lishers Association (SPA), the 
two leading trade associations 


The combined strengths of software experts: 

GATS, serving Jordan’s IT needs 
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IN EARLY 1991, three well 
established computer firms 
to join hands and 
establish a new company to 

E ‘de superior and compre- 
ve services in die field of 
information systems to the Jor¬ 
danian and Middle Eastern 
markets. By combining the 
resources of National Soft¬ 
ware Company (NSC) Asso¬ 
ciated Software Company 
(ASC) and Future Computer 
Systems, this new company. 
Computer Applications & 
Technical Services (CATS) 
became cote of the largest soft¬ 
ware computer companies in 
Jordan, commanding a large 
share of foe market exceeding 
100 sites of varying software 
application areas. The com¬ 
pany has over 30 staff mem¬ 
bers with a wide range of expe¬ 


riences m ail computer related 
fields, totaling over 350 man 
years of experience in data pro- 

CATS hnsap^fedri^efforts 
to best utilize state of foe an 



techniques in RDBMS, 4GL 
languages and CASE tools; 
through foe adoption of indus¬ 
try standards in design, pro¬ 
gramming and documentation. 

CATS offers a wide range of 
IT sendees including: 

* Management Consultancy, 

* Operations Management, 

* Turnkey IT solutions, 

* Full Application Systems 


Development Life Cycle. 

The areas of application 
include Banking and Finance, 
Insurance, Health Care, Tele¬ 
communication, Industry, and 
Trading. As part of its effort to 
provide total solutions to its 
clients, CATS has linked up 
with industry- leaders in foe 
field of Information Systems. 
CATS enjoys professional rela¬ 
tions and foe representation of 
many international companies. 
Some of these include Kindle 

Banking Systems (Bank-Mas¬ 
ter, BranchPou'er), Computer 
Associates International 
(Ingres RDBMS. UNICEN¬ 
TER, ACCPAC etc.), KDR 
(Facilities Maintenance Man¬ 
agement System), 01 Systems 
(COLD, SigCap signature veri¬ 
fication), and mler graph Com¬ 
puter Systems. ■ 


METS 98 opens on Monday 


METS (The Middle East Tech¬ 
nology Show) *98 opens this 
week on Monday 9 November, 
1998, under foe patronage of 

HRH Prince _ 

Abdullah Bin A1 
Hussein. ^ If] 

This year, {HI 

under the slogan JJJ* 

of “Have You 
Seen the World 
Tomorrow, n the show looks 
bigger and better. The show 
hall has been completely 
booked by exhibitors, which is 


of the software industry. The 
Study animates that, of foe 574 
million new business-software 
applications used globally dur¬ 
ing 1997, 228 milli on applica¬ 
tions—or four in every ten— 
were pirated. 

The economic consequences 
of piracy can be illustrated by 
the fact that, if the European 
piracy rate was reduced to foe 
US level of 27%, an additional 
202,000 jobs and nearly $10 
billion in lost tax revenue 
would be generated. The 
advantages of proper software 
management jnolnrift hel ping 
organizations and/or govern¬ 
ment agencies to: save money 
by eliminating redundant and 
under-utilized software; take 
ad vantage of volume license 
agreements offered by many 
software publishers; qualify for 
special upgrades upon registra¬ 
tion; and protect against the 
introduction of compute 
viruses. ■ 
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a marked improvement and it 
seems that this years show will 
be packed with both exhibitors 
and visitors, 

_ Last year, 

M l METS recorded 
| over 20,000 visi- 
> tors throughout 

_ _ I the days of foe 

” 1 j exhibition. 

During METS 
there is a comprehensive con¬ 
ference schedule, which will 
include several s eminar s on a 
number of computer »nd infor¬ 


mation technology issues. The 
most prominent issue is the 
“Year 2000 Problem,” which is 
attracting m uch m ore attention 
in Jordan. METS represents an 
excellent opportunity for com¬ 
puter shoppers, looking for a 
great deal. With all the major 
dealers and distributors under 
one roof, METS is the best 
place to compare offers. 

The show is to be held in 
Maxj A1 H amam, at the Interna¬ 
tional Show Hall and runs for 
five days. Don't miss it.H 


News update 


1 million mrits sold in 
region, by Western Digital 
• Western Digital announced 
that it has sold over 1 milli on 
hard disk drives in the Middle 
East during the last 1S months. 

Western Digital’s success is 
attributed to the products' reli¬ 
ability and quality, as well as 
the fruit of foe continued work 
of distributors all over the 
region. Western Digital has 
introduced a new, improved 
series of hard drives which 
look set to maintain the com¬ 
pany's supremacy in the hard 
disk market. 
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IBM’s Via Voice Gold 
• Arabic ViaVoice Gold from 
IBM can recognize continuous 
speech for the first time ever, at 
an amazing accuracy rate of 
90%. 

Of course, foe software still 
needs the user to train it with 
the basic enrollment requiring 
about 120 sentences, but it is a 
big improvement. The basic 
vocabulary has been doubled to 
100,000 and users can add up to 
14,000 extra words. 

You can also assign single 
words to represent standard 
phrases, such as the opening 
and closing sequences of letters. 

The software 'plugs-in' to 
popular applications, allowing 
users to dictate information into 
Org anize r, or to vocally calcu¬ 
late figures in foe Windows 
calculator. 


" V BV 

Notes from GITEX in Dubai 

A world of technology 

I HAVE always known that the Gulf Information Technology 
Exhibition (GITEX) held in Duhai. UAE was a massive 
event, bur seeing it still blows me away! This is the third larg¬ 
est computer and information technology show in the world, 
after'Comdex (Las Vegas), and CeBit (Germany). It is amaz¬ 
ing to see such a huge computer event—with over 450 com¬ 
panies participating—in an Arab country, with participants 

fro m all o ver foe world entering foe Middle Eastern market. 

GITEX is such a success that it has changed the face of the 
information technology market in the region, by being the 
most important event on foe calendars of all companies and 
individuals. There must have been hund reds of Jordanian 
individuals attending and participating in GITEX (his year, if 
you count Jordanian expatriates who live in Dubai and the 
Gulf in general, and whose expertise in information technol¬ 
ogy is helping drive the expansion and advancement in die 
Gulf. Although the show halls are huge, you always bump 
into someone from ‘back home.' Here, it is worth noting (hat 
the ‘brain drain' in Jordan's computer market can be wit¬ 
nessed very eJ early, with the top managers and some of the 
best professionals all employed in regional offices in D ubai 

Anyway, getting back to foe technology on show, GITEX 
is a launch-pad for aU sorts of products into the region, some 
of die most impressive developments in software were the 
Arabic adaptations of revolutionary technologies like voice 
dictation Grom IBM. quick translation (Arab-io-English / 
Englisb-to-Arabic), from Aptec and wide uses of RDBMS by 
Oracle and Sybase. Professionals from all over the region 
(including a couple of Jordanian companies: IdealSoft and 
Arabia.Online) exhibited their software technologies. 

Without a doubt, Arab software development has come 
such a long way since it started to markedly expand in the 
early nineties. As far as hardware was concerned, every sin¬ 
gle hardware technology avail able worldwide was on show. It 
was thrilling! You name h, GITEX had it. What I found par¬ 
ticularly interesting were the palm-size PCs. r unnin g Win¬ 
dows CE, which provided excellent performance for their 
pocket size, and showed foe way for the future. Also, the 
Web television units and network computers were a very 
exciting development, which we normally don't see in local 
computer event s in J ordan. 

Alongside GITEX, another very successful event is also 
running, called the Computer Shopper, which represents an 
opportunity for buyers to get the best deals, making pur¬ 
chases at foe exhibition! This is such a good idea, which sep¬ 
arates the business exhibitors, who are interested in trade vis¬ 
itors, from the retailers and computer resellers who want to 
get to the end user. Spanning seven halls—each ball is as big 
a s the International Expo Hall we have here in Amman— 
GITEX and the Shopper Show were gigantic. 

It would take you a whole day, from 10 am until 7 pm, to 
go around the show and see every booth; wi thout stopping 
for too long in any! Everyone agrees that GITEX is good 
business for the UAE. The holds, restaurants, car rentals 
agencies, and all other businesses in Dubai were very, very 
busy. This is all part o f the economic miracle that is Dubai. 
With events like GITEX held in such a fantastic business set¬ 
ting, it is no surprise that the show is such a success. What 
are tiie lessons we can learn from all this? Well, for one thing, 
the 44 companies participating in METS this year will ne ed 
to be multiplied by 10 to rival foe 450 companies at GITEX. 

However, aD we are adring for is that METS is developed 
further, and better supported by authorities in Jordan. After 
all, a bigger, better METS is good news for Jordan's econ¬ 
omy; and it is also better news for all of us, the computer 
usex&fl 
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Shmelearri - Adi) Center 



Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale, Furnished 
and unfurnished 

For more information call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605/5920609/079-30007 
Web site: 

www.ahdoun.com.jo 
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At the hottest place in Town 
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os. TON f K'ED CHICKEN 







Family 

Bax 



Boston Fried Chicken 

a □ 12 pieces of chicken 

1 f regular & spicy) 

| 04 crinkle-cut fries 

2 □ 1 coleslaw 

^ O 1 liter pepsi 

□ 4 pieces of bread. 



Fret 1 delivery C.ilt Swrif.y.vn {T<T: 586 J9S5-S36J f 

or A> ModinalT A! Mun.uvjrjh street'{Tpl. 5 5T 856 J •'5'> >S-J TC) . 





The First Class Hotel In 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room J 




P.OJBojl 94*3 Fax. 5663434 
Telex. 23888 Dared Jo 
Mod Residence for 
Eipit r li te & B u s in es sm en 
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To advertise in 
this place please 
call the marketing 
department 
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1 Press power, ^ Apply sample. 
“ Insert strip. ^ No wiping. 

3. Accurate 
results in 
45seconds. 
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‘Listeners Choice ’ 
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Join Savana on her radio show 


SCRAPBOOK 
Paris revisited 




By Ghassan Joha 

Star Staff Writer 


TURN YOUR radio on at 11:05 on a Friday 
morning (the local FM Service), and you will 
hear a voice say, “Are you sitting comfortably?, 
so let’s begin." This familiar saying is the sig¬ 
nal that the two-hour ‘Listeners Choice' show 
has begun. 

The last three years has seen a dramatic 
increase in the program's ratings, and has made 
‘Listeners Choice’ one of the most popular live 
radio programs on Radio Iordan, attracting lis¬ 
teners from all age groups. 

The program enthuses the spirit of team¬ 
work. DJ Savana Bustami, and her sound man 
Mudar Momani. are the team in question. The 
Star 'visited them during a live broadcast on 
Radio Jordan, and joined in with the action 
right from the start. 

At First glance the studio reminds you of the 
set for the film ‘Broadcast News.' but on closer 
inspection, you see that the star of the show is 
the effervescent, bandana wearing Savana 
Bustami. 

The control room and Studio One are separ¬ 
ated by a piece of transparent glass, which 
allows you to observe Momani working away 
feverishly on the vast array of technical equip¬ 
ment clicking a button here and replacing a 
tape spool or CD there. 

Sitting by a table covered with hundreds of 
letters and post cards, Savana suddenly 
becomes animated when she reads out the let¬ 
ters from Jordanian listeners and abroad. 

The requests include poems, proverbs and 
opinions, sent in by what Savana says are “the 
friends of the show." The DJ says that many 
listeners continually send in letters and e-mails 



A listeners letter (L), and Savana Bustami and Mudar Momani during a live broadcast 


every week, so they can hear their dedications 
being broadcast live across the airwaves. At 
times, she also shares her opinions on the music 
business and life in general with all her 
enthusiasts. 

Most people like her show because Savana 
acts as a kind of ‘Agony Aunt’ for the many lis¬ 


teners. “1 receive letters from people asking me 
to intervene on their behalf, to help them solve 
their problems, and sometimes to bang their 
heads together.” 

Savana says her personal approach has 
recently helped to bring two couples to many. 

With a degree in English Literature from 


Germany, Savana spent most of her early life in 
England, Lebanon and Abu Dhabi. The host, 
who has been working on the show for the last 
three years, devotes most of her rime to music. 

“I adore music,” she says, “as it puts me in 
the right mood, and helps me to be in touch 
with people.” 

Her name arouses much interest **I was 
given this name after a wen-known Arab 
female poet, and it means a large pe3ti in the 
sea.” she said. 

Savana started working at Radio Jordan ten 
years ago. Her career began as a news reader, 
before becoming a mo rning show presenter. 
The popular DJ currently hosts another musical 
program every Thursday morning. 

‘The LC.’ as it is sometimes called, has a dis¬ 
tinct flavor. “We try to make people happy and 
put them in a good mood. They send us their 
requests, and in turn we play- their favorite 
songs,” says Savana. 

“I’m a sporty girl, and I like to play tennis, 
swim and jog,” the energetic mother of two 
small children explains. Savana wouldn't tell 
us her true age. She cleverly says, “Age is noth¬ 
ing bnt a number. It's not important how old 
you are, bur how much you understand life.” 

She told The Star that the busiest time she 
can remember was during the Tawjihi results, 
when hundreds of listeners wanted dedications 
made to friends who passed their exams. 

Suddenly, a blast of music grabs your atten¬ 
tion and yon look into the control room, to 
watch Momani, 25, work his , magic 
spell—foliowing in his lace father’s footsteps. 

Savana ended the show by saying, “Hey you 
out there. Keep the letters coming in, and your 
wishes will come true. Cool is the rule.” ■ 
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By Christian Doomit 

Special to the Star 




Satellite warning 


Are you ready 


to become a 


eouch potato? 


By Rasheed Al Roussan 

Special to Tile Star 


IT IS two o'clock in the morn¬ 
ing. and you can barely open 

your eyes. You had 

a hectic day at .- 

work, and your j - 

whole .body aches. . • V 

You can’t stop | 
thinking of what is :.. 
waiting for you !. .. - ; 
tomorrow: the chil- • 
dren, the house and ! 
the office. i 

All this is driving l . ' 
you crazy. Suddenly j ; 

you get up from ]. : 

bed. heading j • 

towards the sitting 
room. There, a TV 
set and a satellite 
receiver awaits you. 

It is time to forget 
all worries and enter 
the magical world 
of the channels’ 
zone. Time freezes 
as the remote 
changes from chan¬ 
nel to channel, start¬ 
ing with the LBC. 

FUTURE. Dubai 
and so on. 

Off course, one 
can’t enjoy all this 


rages carried by the allure of 
space channels wherever they 
are found. Not ro mention 
problems of sight, back aches 
and laziness, h is simply threat¬ 
ening everybody from different 



entertainment without having a 
night snack now and then. As 
the clock ticks four o’clock in 
the morning, you realize that 
you have only three hours left 
for a cup of coffee, driving the 
children to school, and going to 
work. The next day. you go 
through the same process 
again, along with hundreds of 
others who own a satellite dish 
like yourself. 

Satellite dishes have invaded 
the Arab region in the early 
nineties, turning the whole 
world into a global city of 
entertainment and culture. The 
variety of programs is astonish¬ 
ing. Starting with news, films, 
video clips, best sellers’ series 
and ending with live interviews 
with celebrities. You name it. I 
am sure you will find it! 

One can't deny the infinite 
amount of information and fun 
people get from watching such 
channels. However, there is a 

price to pay. 

The endless hours spent sit¬ 
ting on your favorite chair 
doing nothing but watching 
and eating can turn out to be a 
serious issue, especially when 
it leads to addiction. Back in 
the USA. the problem has 
already reached its peak, even 
before the existence of Satellite 
channels. There, people who 
spend hours in front of a TV' 
set eating meals and snacks 
from every kind are called 
couch potatoes! 

They just sit there and gain 
weight, isolated from the out¬ 
side world just like potatoes 
growing under the earth's soil! 

Moreover, this phenomenon 
is becoming contagious. It is 
one of the tempting disadvan- 


ages. 

Ironically enough, a large 
number of viewers spend most 
of their time shifting from 
channel to channel, and they 
never make up their minds. 
They end up with a full stom¬ 
ach and with no idea about 
what they have watched! 

TCie overweight problem is 
raking a new dimension. It is 
now related to the amount of 
hours you spend with your 
midnight friend, the satellite 
dish. The more you watch, the 
more you gain weight! 

In addition to overweight, 
one transforms into a receiver 
himself, consuming time and 
effort for the sake of an use¬ 
less program. Unfortunately, 
this may decrease one's pro¬ 
ductivity and social activities. 
Instead of a goodnight sleep or 
spending half an hour reading 
a valuable book, some prefer 
to stay at borne and join the 
satellite shows. 

There is no doubt that the 
infection is reaching our chil¬ 
dren. Hooked on the Cartoon 
Network, the MTV and the art 
children channels, youngsters 
are spending more ’than three 
hours a day in front of the TV 
screen. Some even do their 
homework while enjoying the 
quarrels of Tom & Jerry or 
Bugs bunny’s adventures. 

On the bright side, the satel¬ 
lite is becoming a new means 
of social gathering. Your 
friend may invite you to his 
place to watch a football 
match or a famous movie. 
Family programs are not an 
acceptation. You can find all 
members of the family in one 
room watching their most 


favorite TV series. 

Furthermore, the transmis¬ 
sion hours play a vital role in 
affecting our health. 
Although midnight programs 
can be fun. view¬ 
ing them every¬ 
day is a restless 
process. espe¬ 
cially when your 
stomach is trying 
j to digest the con- 
I tinuous snacks 
and drinks you 
; eat each night, 
j This consump- 
I tion of energy is 
j getting us 

! nowhere. It only 
i threatens our 
; mental and physi- 
•! cal well being. 

It is an addic¬ 
tion that must be 
put under con¬ 
trol. Self- 

surveillance and 
! discipline can 
, reduce the num- 
• ber of countless 
hours watching 
; and eating. Saiel- 
. liie channels are 
there for us to 
______ enjoy, but there 

is a very thin line 
between having fun. and 
becoming an idle couch 


Morissette’s songs, 
new and old, are 
somewhat muddled 


By J.D. Considine 


potato.! 


SEEING A big star like Ala- 
nis Morissette playing a tiny 
club is a fan’s dream come 
true. Seeing a big star like 
Alanis Morissette playing a 
tiny club when you don't 
know most of the songs is a 
little less than dreamy, and 
that was the situation facing 
some 500 fans recently at 
Washington's 9:30 Club. 

Wearing a red satin dress 
under a sheer, black T-shirt 
with a scene from Chinese 
mythology embroidered 
across the chest, Morissette 
took the stage to tumultuous 
applause. 

But as her band muscled 
through the dark, semi¬ 
industrial pulse of “Baba," 
the crowd's enthusiasm 
melted into a mixture of curi¬ 
osity and confused 
excitement. 

Sure, it was great to be 
there, but what the heck was 
she singing? 

"Baba,” tike most of what 
Morissette performed, is from 
her unreleased new album, 
’Supposed Former Infatuation 
Junkie.' 

Of the evening's IS tunes, 
only a third were culled from 
her 1995 debut, the multiplat¬ 
inum ‘Jagged Little Pill.' 

Moreover, many of the old¬ 
ies had been radically rear¬ 
ranged. In place of the origi¬ 
nal version's fury, "You 
Ought a Know" was’ stripped 
down to metronomic bass and 
atmospheric guitar noises. 


while “Right Through You” 
turned into a full-band jam 
that had Morissette improvis¬ 
ing new words and music. 

So even though the capac¬ 
ity crowd was clearly happy 
to be there, it didn't go into a 
full frenzy until four songs 
into her set, when she picked 
up a harmonica and charged 
into her 1995 hit. “Hand In 
My Pocket” 

All of which raises the 
question: Why would Moris¬ 
sette tease her fans with 
unknown new songs when she 
could have pleased them with 
hits? Maybe, because the 
mini-tour that brought her to 
Washington was intended not 
as a crowd-pleaser, but as a 
buzz-builder. In other words, 
the whole idea was to get 
people excited about Alanis 
again, so that when ‘Sup¬ 
posed Former Infatuation Jun¬ 
kie’ turns up in stores this 
week, there will be long lines 
of fans waiting to grab 
copies. 

The “Infatuation Junkie” 
songs found her wrestling 
with bad relationships and 
their emotional consequences. 

“Sympathetic Character,” 
for instance, opened with a 
verse in which a former flame 
is told. “I have as much rage 
as you have/I have as much 
pain as you do,” as the music 
slowly gathered momentum. 

Then there was “Are You 
Still Mad," in which Moris¬ 
sette paged through the 
complaints 

of a former lover as her 


band churned. Led Zeppelin- 
like. behind her. 

There may have been more, 
of course, but it was often 
bard to make out just what, 
exactly. Morissette was sing¬ 
ing. Some of that muddle may 
have bad to do with the sound 
system, which favored, the 
guitars and Chris Chaney’s 
booming, dub-style bass over 
the vocals. 

The third song, “Would 
Not Come,” was greeted by 
shouts ■ of ’Turn up the 
vocals!’—but Morissette her¬ 
self was also partly-to blame. 
'This is a song called ‘(mum¬ 
ble-mumble) Hoping,'” she 
said, introducing “I Was Hop¬ 
ing.” “It was inspired by 
(mumble-mumble-mumble).” . 

Well, that explains the 
camping reference in the third 
verse, doesn't it? Still, the 
music came through .everL-if" 
the words didn’t, and on that 
level, Morisseoe's.new mate¬ 
rial was largely convincing. . 

In fact, there ' were 
moments—as during Nick 
Lashley’s searing guitar solo 
at the end of. ’‘Unin¬ 
vited"—when ‘ the music 
seemed almost too big for. a 
room the size of the 9:30 
Club. 

In that sense,, seeing a big 
star like Alanis Morissette 
playing a tiny club may be ! 
less satisfying than catching 
ber at. a coliseum. Ironic, 
don’tcha think!? 
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LA Times- Washington 


1 KNOW it’s been said and sung many times before, biar 
I love Paris. I have often gone crazy over London, New 
York, ahd Venice, but it’s the “woman going to meet 
her lover” who Anally gets me. What a beautiful woman 
too. Arriving in Pans after five months in die Magic 
Circle brings instant nostalgia. It’s tike going on your 
Erst dam and falling in love. The first time I saw Paris 
(another cliche). I was on my way back, to Beirut from 
boarding school in the UK. That was 1958, and so many 
things were happening everywhere. 

With just one day in Paris, I decided I would first go 
to the PereLachaise cemetery, to meet all the celebrities 
I could not meet in real life" Pere Lachaise is the most. 
prestigious cemetery in France. The land was originally 
owned by rite confessor of Louis XIV. Everybody who 
is anybody is buried there, including Chopin, Sarah 
Bernhardt, Oscar Wilde, Gerirnde Stein and many oth¬ 
ers. Since 1958, there has been many new arrivals, 
among them Jim Morrison, Edith Piaf, and Yves Mon¬ 
tand. A Who’s Who at Pere Lachaise can be down¬ 
loaded on the Internet. Just typf in Pere Lachaise ceme¬ 
tery and clicfccn Who’s Who. 

Speaking of die Internet, France is lagging far behind 
other countries in faciliiies and usage. I have yet to And 
anything that comes close to Books® Cafe in Amman. 
President Jacques Chirac—according to a recent 
book—only got his e-mail address this year, and he has 
instructed his staff to answer by ordinary post. Rather 
than moving ahead hr the age of the Internet, tbefiench 
have remained with the MiniteL—an expensive and tim-' 
iredpeice technology.daangback to tbe early 1980s; 

After a peaceful stroll, I asked the gate keeper on my 
way our what one should do to qualify-for admission. 
“Monsieeeeeur, nt first zing yuuze has to do is .die,” 
came the reply. It was my first encounter -,with French 
humour, after almost a you; m England,. 

Back ro die City of Light, where I visited the usual 
laces with my Brazilian inlaws just in from Sao Paolo, 
t was their first visit to Paris. We started off from Place 
des Vosges, on a bright morning and walked to None 
Dame Cathedral—* masterpiece of Gothic architecture. 
Notre Daine was rahsadred: during the French Revolu¬ 
tion and transformed into the Temple of Reason, until 
Napoleon returned, tow tbe Church in 1804. He was 
actuatiy crowned there.- • 

From there, we walked all along the Seine and ended 
up at Angelina’s,, at 226 rue de RivolL Angelina is per¬ 
haps of me last, great Salons left in Paris—reputed for 
its hot chocolate, pastries and choucroute. A jewel from 
. *e ‘Belle Epoque, 1 . with its gilded columns and rnir- 
rored-walls, it wax crammed with beautiful women 
^Nothing.ever changes in Paris, least of all the smells. 
The Parisians are touchy, paranoid, unfriendly, but 
polite and civilised. Unlike other countries, France has 
never abandoned her love for true culture and intellect, 
m face of the onslaught from the English and Anglo 
Saxon popular culture. It is difficult to divorce culture 
from language, and the English share their language 
with the United Stares whose culture is perceivedby 
many French people as a threat to their own. Hence, the 
Rencb obsession with the- dangers of France and 
turope being americanized’ by the spread of the Eng¬ 
lish language. France is going through difficult times, 
adjusting to a world where her political and cultural 
influence is waning. 

in the 1970s, tbe French are innocent ■ 
vtctuns of organized labour strikes. Autumn has often 
bettute season of stakes. and this year suburban train 
dnvers paralyzed most of France. A third of Paris buses 
° ctob ^' ^ 8 million school children 

SSfSyinS*- CO ?°* y aba “ doocd studies and 
went on a massive demonstration. 

Tn A 2*? leaving Angelina, we ended up in Montmartre. 
-Weoraday we visited Versailles. Visiting the Qta- 
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